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FREPFAGE,

Durise the Irish Famine of 1846-7 the Society of
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that it would be unwise to attempt any extended
orgnnisation for this purpose, seeing that already two
very influential Committees had been formed in Dublin
for the |'|-|i|-'r' i [hl' .I;.urr.-.:a. .|1|”_ r||'['-:] for flll'ﬂll"l'
information on account of the conflicting statements
a8 to the extent of this distress, was, however, very
strongly felt by the Committes. This, and the deep
interest which the wrter of the following pages has
for many years taken in the Irish question, led him
ta the I'-:III'II'II.IH'I-:-I‘l ‘.'!::.:[ i ".':,.-‘li[ €8] [|||_= distressed dis-
tricts of the West, 1!-1E'L‘l'i:LE]:t' to those which he had

peen  during the " Great Famine," might be of




Dunisc the Ivish Famine of 1846-7 the Bociety of
Friends took a very active and prominent part in the
administration of funds for its relief, and money or
food to the valoe of £200,000 was dispensed by its
Central Relief Committes in Dublin. When during the
st winter the first intimation of the distreas in the
West of Ireland was received, a small Committes was
lormed in London to eousider whether it was right
and neediul again to take up the work. The resalt of
these inquiries led this Committee to the conclusion

that 1t would be unwise to attempt any extended

organisation for this purpose, seeing that already two

VETY imHuential Committess had been formed in Dablin
for the relief of the distress; The need for farther
informiation on account of the |'||||,'!i_|-1_i||_;:=l' satements
a% to the extent of this distress, was, however, very
strongly felt by the Committee. This, and the deep
mterest which the writer of the fllf]-::-\'.‘ﬂ'u_'; pages has
for Mmany yeirs taken 1n the Irish |i|_.|-c::1|:i|,|;|;|I led him
to the conclosion that o wvisit b0 the distressed dis-
tricts of the West, especially to those which he had

setnn  during the * Great Famine,” might be of
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service. It was then his privilege to accompany his
much-honoursd friend the late Williamm Forster ||‘;'.|ir:__-h i
portion of his arduous wvigit to the West of Ireland
which extended throughout the whole of the terrible
winter of 1846-7.

-'!l-::||'.':'I.IL:|I [10 _:.,’-u'lll'l':L] :-l.||:-.-=l'l".||||:l:'. Wis r;l.i-n.lI a few
of the writer's friends generously placed in his hands
a small fund for distribution in cases of peculiar suffer-
ir|:__r_ 0T -wi.l':n-'li-c'n*.. or r'-:-l' -*If_il'L'!-“ outside the .-.|'|l||-' |.|'
Dublin Funds. Tl'l" |-iiI!Ll|. Jll.']'rlli.":‘-.il:.ltl was also _;;i1'|-||
]l_\' the Duchess of Marlborourh to inform her Com-
mittee of any localities which either had been over-
looked or needed farther help, of which the writer
avatled himsalf 10 several instanees. Hiz acknow ',.ul:_;.
ments are also doe to the Committes of the Dublin
Mansion House Fund for the assistance given him in
VAFIOUS ways towards the ['ll!'lh-:l-l'l.lri-:-|| of his i|:|||_'_|_i:|'ir-_'-:_

In addition to the krlll“']i'c:lil_:v :|-:_'-§|_|ir|_'|] as fo the ;:..;-11|_-||_
extent of the distrese, much information was also obtained
bearing upon the social condition and peneral cireum-
stances of the Insh people, the results of which were
from time to time forwarded to the Committes in
London, and in part printed and privately cirenlated.
Bome letters also were inserted in the Times It
has been thought that the information thus obtained
has o further value, and may tend to throw some light

apon portions of the very difficult and complex problems

".'l']fl'i"'ll |.||l.' l:'I:HIII[f_'L' i'i I'il.IIlI_I l[]lll]]l s :"_||_I i |:'rl:|l'|il-'|:"|l'|

to salve.










[RISH VISIT-—1880.
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