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REAMHRA



Agus muid ag amharc siar ar bhliain

seo a chuaigh thart, is cdis mhor broid
dainn Athbhreithnia Bliantuil an Rannain
Chultdir don bhliain 2024 a chur i lathair.
Déantar san athbhreithnii seo achoimre
ar ar n-éachtai maidir le rannphairtiocht
chultartha a neartu agus cruthaitheacht a
chothu ar fud ar bpobail.

Ta seirbhisi Leabharlainne, Ealaion, larsmalainne,
RCC, Cartlainne, Oidhreachta agus Bithéagsulachta
mar chuid d’'fhoireann an Rannan Chultdir. Tri

chlair nualaiocha, comhphairtiochtai straitéiseacha,
agus tiomantas na foirne, d’oibrigh muid le clar
leathan agus éagsduil tionscadal, imeachtai agus
gniomhaiochtai a chur ar fail. Ta muid go féill tiomanta
dar bhfis mar ata leagtha amach in Cultur le Chéile:
Plean Straitéiseach don Rannan Cultur 2022-2026 ina
“spreagtar, cumasaitear agus saibhritear gach duine
indr sochai tri ghniomhaiocht chulturtha.”

Ta athas orainn an forbhreathnu seo ar chuid dar
mbuaicphointi i rith na bliana a chur i lathair. Airitear
leis na buaicphointi seo: Taispeantas faoin Daonnacht
Choiteann, a forbraiodh idir na Seirbhisi Cartlainne
agus Musaem agus PRONI; cuairt én udar Paul Lynch
a bhain Duais Booker i gcomhra le Colm Téibin;
seoladh Mo Leabharlann Oscailte i Leabharlann
Phobail Bhun Cranncha; Féile Punc Culture Shocks sa
RCC; clar iontach Oiche Chultuir; ceiliuradh ar Bhaile
Dhidn na nGall 550 agus coméradh 25 Amharclann an
Grianain; seoladh Phlean Oidhreachta Chontae Dhun
na nGall; imeachtai a cheilitirann Seachtain Naisitnta
na Bithéagsulachta; agus clar leathan imeachtai a
cheilidrann an éagsulacht.

Ni bheadh an raon leathan agus éagsuil clar a
chuirtear i lathair anseo indéanta gan paisean agus
tiomantas ar bhfoirne, ar gcomhphairtithe, agus na
pobail a mbionn muid ag freastal orthu. larraimid
ort an t-athbhreithniu seo a léamh agus tionchar
comhchoiteann ar gcuid oibre a cheilidradh.

Maureen Kerr
Bainisteoir Roinne

Patsy Lafferty
Stiurthair Seirbhise

As we reflect on the past year, it is with
great pride that we present the Culture
Division Annual Review for 2024. This
review summarises our achievements in
strengthening cultural engagement and
fostering creativity across our communities.

The Culture Division team in Donegal County Council
is made up of Library, Arts, Museum, RCC, Archive,
Heritage and Biodiversity services. Through innovative
programming, strategic partnerships, and the
dedication of the team, we have worked to deliver a
wide and varied programme of projects, events and
activities. We have remained committed to our vision
as set out in Cultdr le Chéile: Strategic Plan for Culture
Division 2022-2026 “where everyone in our society is
inspired, enabled and enriched by cultural activity.”

We are pleased to present this overview of some of

our highlights during the year. Highlights include: A
Common Humanity exhibition, developed in collaboration
between the Archives and Museum services and PRONI;
a visit from Booker-Prize winning author Paul Lynch in
conversation with Colm Taibin; the launch of My Open
Library in Buncrana Community Library; a Culture
Shocks Punk Festival in the RCC; a wonderful Culture
Night programme; celebrations of Donegal Town 550 and
An Grianan Theatre’s 25th Anniversary; the launch of the
new County Donegal Heritage Plan; events celebrating
National Biodiversity Week; and a wide programme of
events celebrating diversity.

The wide and varied range of programmes presented
here would not have been possible without the
passion and commitment of our staff, partners, and
the communities that we serve. We invite you to
explore this review and celebrate the collective impact
of our work.

Maureen Kerr
Divisional Manager

Patsy Lafferty
Director of Service
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Gniomhartha Straitéiseacha - Dul Chun Cinn in 2024

https://www.donegalculture.ie/en/services/libraries/policies-and-publications/

Sprioc Gniomh 1 Gniomh 2 Gniomh 3 Gniomh 4 Gniomh 5
Sprioc 1: Tacu le hinfheistiocht Clar ceannaireachta Foireann na Ranndige -Comhphairtiochtai
Cultdr a chomhdhlithd mhéadaithe sa foirne agus forbartha Cultdir a leathnd chun ata ann cheana
Rannan Cultdir — 2 forsa saothair a freastal ar an éileamh a neartl agus
C.hun frea.stal ar ghniomhaiocht fhorbairt agus a chur i ar sheirbhisi — 9 comhphairtiochtai
riachtanais reatha agus bhfeidhm don fhoireann | ngniomhaiocht nua a fhorbairt — 8
ar éilimh ata ag fas agus don bhainistiocht ngniomhaiocht
— 3 ghniomhaiocht
Sprioc 2: Oideachas 4itidil agus Oibritl lena chinntit go Ar gclér bliantdil Clair agus Claira
Caighdean saoil agus naisiunta a neartu agus mbionn deis ag gach d'imeachtai cultirtha gniomhaiochtai cheapadh agus
follai . a fhorbairt mar aon le duine pairt a ghlacadh saor in aisce a neartu for-rochtana a a fhorbairt a
ollaine a Theabhsu . . , , . . . ‘s
L. . clair foghlama ar feadh i ngniomhaiocht agus a fhorbairt — 9 aithint, a fhorbairt dhirionn ar
tri éagsulacht, an tsaoil, tacaiochtai chulturtha —8 ngniomhaiocht agus a leathni — 8 theaghlaigh
rannphairtiocht agus agus deiseanna - 9 ngniomhaiocht ghniomhaiocht agus ar dhaoine
pairtiocht ghniomhach ngniomhaiocht nios sine - 8

sa Chultdr a mhéadu

ngniomhaiocht

Sprioc 3: Scéimeanna deontais Leanuint de thacaiocht Leanuint de thacaiocht
Tacti le gairmithe agus a chur chun feidhme a thabhairt do a thabhairt d'fhorbairt
gripai cultdrtha a geultdr chun tacu le gairmithe ghairmithe culttir foirmeacha nua
) cultuir, grdpai pobail i bhforbairt a agus nualacha de
agus a geruthaitheacht agus tionscadail - 5 ngairmeacha beatha — Léirid cultdrtha agus
féin a fhorbairt agus ghniomhaiocht 2 ghniomhaiocht cruthaitheach — 2
braistint aite agus ghniomhaiocht
féinidlachta a threisia
Sprioc 4: Caomhnu agus leasu Straitéis DhiStraitéis Beartais agus prétacail | Pleananna

Dea-chleachtas a chur
i bhfeidhm agus a chur
chun cinn i mbainistia
agus i bhforbairt an
chultair

ar mbailitichan cultdir
a fheabhsu — 4
ghniomhaiocht

Dhigiteach a fhorbairt
chun deiseanna

a chruthu le
teicneolaiochtai nua
agus teicneolaiochtai
atd ag teacht chun cinn
—gan aon
ghniomhaiochtai
giteach a fhorbairt chun
deiseanna a chruthu

le teicneolaiochtai nua
agus teicneolaiochtai
atd ag teacht chun cinn
— 2 ghniomhaiocht

a fhorbairt agus a
chur chun feidhme
chun dea-chleachtas
a chinntitu —
gniomhaiocht amhain

straitéiseacha arna
bhforbairt mar a
comhaontaiodh

le heagraiochtai
comhphairtiochta
a chur i gcrich

— gniomhaiocht
amhain

Sprioc 5: Plean cumarsaide Feasacht a mhuscailt Taighde an Choimisitin
Luach an Chultdir a agus margaiochta maidir le luach agus sonrai a bhailit
e comhcheangailte a ar geultr — 5 maidir leis an gcultur
fhorbairt, a acmhainnid ghniomhaiocht — 3 ghniomhaiocht
agus a chur i bhfeidhm
dar seirbhisi cultirtha —
gniomhaiocht amhain
Sprioc 6: Maoinil a fhail chun clar | Bonneagar culturtha Plean a fhorbairt, a

Infheistiocht inar
mbonneagar caipitil
a dhaingnil agus a

athchdirithe, cothabhala
agus inrochtana ar ar
bhfoirgnimh chulturtha
a chur i bhfeidhm — 4

nua a fhorbairt
chun seirbhis
d'ardchaighdean
a sholathar — 2

acmhainnit agus a
chur i bhfeidhm maidir
le maold ar an athru
aeraide agus oiriunu

uasmhéadu ghniomhaiocht ghniomhaiocht don athrt sin — gan
aon ghniomhaiochtai
Sprioc 7: Combhairle a chur ar fail Obair agus saineolas Ar n-ionadaiocht agus

Forbairt chultartha

a threord, comhairle
a thabhairt di, eolas
a chur uirthi agus
tionchar a imirt uirthi

do dhaoine aonair, do
phobail agus d'thoireann
Chombhairle Contae
Dhun na nGall agus

do chombhaltai tofa ar
cheisteanna culttir — 7
ghniomhaiocht

an Rannain Cultuir a
chomhthathu tuilleadh
le polasaithe agus
clair oibre Chomhairle
Contae Dhun na nGall
— 3 ghniomhaiocht

ar rannphairtiocht
inar gcomhlachtai
gairmilla a mhéady,
lena n-airitear
straitéisi, tionscadail
agus clair — 6
ghniomhaiocht



https://www.donegalculture.ie/en/services/libraries/policies-and-publications/

Strategic Actions - Progress in 2024

Donegal County Council, Culture Division Annual Review 2024

https://www.donegalculture.ie/en/services/libraries/policies-and-publications/

Goal Action 1 Action 2 Action 3 Action 4 Action 5
Goal 1: Advocate for increased Develop and Expand Culture Strengthen existing
Consolidate and grow investment in the implement a Division staff to partnerships
Culture Division - 2 programme of meet the demand for and develop new

our resources for . . . . .

e activities team leadership services - 9 activities partnerships - 8
culture to meet existing and workforce activities
needs and growing development for staff
demands and management - 3

activities

Goal 2: Strengthen and Work to ensure Strengthen and Identify, develop Devise and
Enhance quality of life de\{elop local ar.1d that everyon.e has develop our annual and expand develop
and well-being through natlopal educatlor_1 an o_pportumty to programme of free programme§ e!r!d progrgmmes
) . ) . and lifelong learning participate in cultural cultural events - 9 outreach activities targeting
increasing diversity, programmes, supports activity - 6 activities activities - 8 activities families and
engagement and active | and opportunities - 7 older people -
participation in Culture activities 8 activities

Goal 3:

Support cultural
professionals and
groups to develop
their own culture and
creativity and reinforce
sense of place and
identity

Implement grant
schemes to support
culture professionals,
community groups and
projects -5 activities

Continue to support
culture professionals
in the development
of their careers - 2
activities

Continue to support
the development of
new and innovative
forms of cultural and
creative expression -
2 activities

Goal 4:

Employ and promote
best practice in the
management and
development of culture

Improve the
preservation and
conservation of our
culture collections - 4
activities

Develop Digital
Strategy to embrace
opportunities created
by new and emerging
technologies - 2
activities

Develop and
implement policies
and protocols to
ensure best practice -
1 activity

Deliver on strategic
plans developed

as agreed

with partner
organisations - 1
activity

Goal 5:
Communicate the Value
of Culture

Develop, resource and
implement a joined-up
communications and
marketing plan for our
cultural services - 1
activity

Raise awareness of the
value of our culture - 5
activities

Commission research
and gather data on
culture - 3 activities

Goal 6:

Secure and maximise
investment in our
capital infrastructure

Secure funding

to implement a
programme of
refurbishment,
maintenance and
accessibility to our
cultural buildings - 4
activities

Develop new cultural
infrastructure to
deliver a quality
service - 2 activities

Develop, resource
and implement a
plan for climate
change mitigation
and adaptation - No
activity

Goal 7:

Lead, advise, inform
and influence cultural
development

Provide advice

to individuals,
communities and
Donegal County
Council staff and
elected members on
culture issues - 7
activities

Further integrate the
work and expertise of
the Culture Division
into Donegal County
Council’s policies and
work programmes - 3
activities

Increase our
representation on
and participation

in our professional
bodies, including
strategies, projects
and programmes - 6
activities



https://www.donegalculture.ie/en/services/libraries/policies-and-publications/

CLAR EIRE
ILDANAC
CREATIVE
RELAND

Ba i an bhliain seo caite, 2024, an dara bliain
den sineadh 5 bliana ar Chlar Eire Ildanach
a bheidh ar siul 6 2023-2027. | Mi Mharta,
ceapadh An tOifigeach Rannphairtiochta um
Phobail Ildanacha. Tacaiodh le héagsulacht
imeachtai nualacha, cruthaitheacha agus
cultdrtha le linn 2024, lena n-airitear 25
tionscadal ar bronnadh maoinit orthu trid
an Scéim Damhachtana Tionscadal Cultuir &
Cruthaitheachta.

Bhi Cruinnit na nOg, L& Naisiunta na
Cruthaitheachta do Dhaoine Oga, nios mé agus
nios fearr na riamh, agus daoine ag glacadh
pairte ann i nios mo bailte agus sraidbhailte
na riambh, ar fud na gceantar bardasach go léir.
Rolladh amach tionscnaimh chruthaitheacha,
ina raibh 323 duine spreagtha agus ealaionta
pairteach agus d'threastail 14,614 duine ar
imeachtai arna maoiniu ag an chlar in 2024.

Clér Eire Ilddnach
CreativeIreland
Programme

8

"ROGRAMME

Last year, 2024, was the second year in the
5-year extension of the Creative Ireland
Programme which runs from 2023-2027. In
March, the Creative Communities Engagement
Officer was appointed. A variety of innovative,
creative and cultural engagements were
supported throughout 2024, including 25
projects awarded funding through the Culture
& Creativity Project Award Scheme.

Cruinnit na nOg, the National Day of Creativity
for Younger People was bigger and better

than ever, engaging people in more towns and
villages than ever before, across all municipal
districts. Creative initiatives, involving 323
inspired and artistic individuals were rolled out
and 14,614 people attended events funded by the
programme in 2024.
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Cruinnid na nOg

Bhi Cruinniti na nOg, L& Naisiunta na Cruthaitheachta
do Dhaoine Oga, ar sill ar an 15 Meitheamh, 2024.
Ghlac 2844 leanbh agus duine 6g pairt i mbreis agus
50 imeacht ar an 3, agus bhi imeachtai ar siul i ngach
ceantar bardasach. Ghlac baill de Chomhairle na nOg
Dhun na nGall pairt i ngrupa stidrtha clair Chruinnid
na nOg agus thug siad dearcadh agus ionchur an-
luachmhar don duine 6g sa phraéiseas cinnteoireachta.
Airiodh leis an phréiseas roghnaithe clar meascan de
thograi Gairmeacha Oscailte roghnaithe, comhoibrit le
hlonaid Acmhainni Teaghlaigh, imeachtai spriocdhirithe
bunaithe ar Guth an Linbh aighneachtai agus iarratais
ar mhaoiniu breise.

D'thiosraigh paisti a n-acmhainneacht chruthaitheach
i raon gniomhaiochtai cruthaitheacha ar nos fuala,
sorcais, forbairt cluiche, na heolaiochta, na healaiona,
na ceardaiochta, ceoil, sigradh minéarta, agus
scribhneoireacht chruthaitheach ar an (a.

Mar thoradh ar iarratais eile ar mhaoiniu ar éirigh leo,
maoiniodh 3 thionscadal breise:

1. A dedicated programme for teenagers aged 14-18
years took place in 5 venues across the county, 4
in association with Foroige; the fifth was a drop-in
event engaging over 60 teenagers thanks to Night-
Time Economy funding.

2. A Shared Island Initiative enabled a cross-cultural
exchange at Scoil Cholmcille, Letterkenny and
Eglington Primary School, Derry/Londonderry
in the week leading up to Cruinnit na nOg, the
highlights of which can be viewed at
https://youtu.be/aCMoATI2TgQ.

3. The third was a theatrical performance of Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory at An Grianan Theatre, in
association with Youth Theatre Ireland.

10

Cruinnid na nOg

Cruinnit na nOg, the National Day of Creativity for
Younger People, took place on June 15th, 2024. An
incredible 2844, children and young people participated
in over 50 events on the day, with events taking place
in each municipal district. Members of the Donegal
Youth Council participated in the Cruinnit na nOg
programming steering group and gave an invaluable
young person’s view and input into the decision-
making process. The programme selection process
included a combination of selected Open Call proposals,
collaborations with Family Resource Centres, targeted
events based on Voice of the Child submissions and
applications for additional funding.

Children explored their creative potential in a range
of creative activities such as sewing, circus, game
development, science, arts, crafts, music, messy play,
and creative writing on the day.

As a result of successful additional funding pitches, 3
additional projects were funded:

1. A dedicated programme for teenagers aged 14-18
years took place in 5 venues across the county, 4
in association with Fordige; the fifth was a drop-in
event engaging over 60 teenagers thanks to Night-
Time Economy funding.

2. A Shared Island Initiative enabled a cross-cultural
exchange at Scoil Cholmcille, Letterkenny and
Eglington Primary School, Derry/Londonderry
in the week leading up to Cruinniti na nOg, the
highlights of which can be viewed at
https://youtu.be/aCMoATI2TgQ.

3. The third was a theatrical performance of Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory at An Grianan Theatre, in
association with Youth Theatre Ireland.


https://youtu.be/aCMoATl2TgQ
https://youtu.be/aCMoATl2TgQ
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Scéim na nDamhachtaini Tionscadail
Chultdir agus Chruthaitheachta

Cuireadh ar fail tri Ghairm Oscailte Scéim na
nDamhachtaini Tionscadal Cultuir & Cruthaitheachta
deontais de €2,000 an ceann do ghrupai pobail agus
do dhaoine aonair do thionscadail a spreag comhoibriu
agus comhoibriud idir pobail agus speisialtdiri
oidhreachta, ealaiontéiri, gairmithe cultdir agus/nd
tionscail chruthaitheacha. Ceadaiodh 25 san iomlan
as 75 iarratas. Ina measc bhi samhaltd nualach

3D ar struchtuir shuntasacha oidhreachta agus
tionscadal ceoil pobail tri Ghaeilge. Is féidir liosta de
na hiarratasoiri rathula a fheiceail ag https://www.

donegalculture.ie/ga/services/creative-ireland/
culture-and-creativity-project-awards/.

Culture & Creativity Project
Awards Scheme

The Culture & Creativity Project Awards Scheme

Open Call offered grants of €2,000 each to community
groups and individuals for projects that encouraged
cooperation and collaboration between communities
and heritage specialists, artists, culture professionals
and/or creative industries. A total of 25 project awards
were awarded out of 75 applications. They ranged
from an innovative 3D modelling of significant heritage
structures to a community music project as Gaeilge.

A list of the successful applicants can be viewed at
https://www.donegalculture.ie/en/services/creative-

ireland/culture-and-creativity-project-awards/.



https://www.donegalculture.ie/ga/services/creative-ireland/culture-and-creativity-project-awards/
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Stair Chomhroinnte Photo Museum
Ireland: Tuairimi Eagsula

Tionscnamh claochlaitheach a bhi sa tionscadal, ar
cuireadh tus leis in 2023, agus ar ghlac pobail 6n da
thaobh den teorainn pairt ann. Spreag sé iad lena
n-oidhreacht a fhiosru agus eispéiris a roinnt tri mhean
na grianghrafaddireachta, ag nascadh a ngrianghraif
phearsanta, agus scéalta teaghlaigh le heispéiris
shdisialta agus pholaititla réigiun na teorann ar fud

an 20U hAois. Mar chomhoibrit idir an RCC, Photo
Museum Ireland, Leabharlann Naisitinta na hEireann,
agus an Nerve Centre, Doire chriochnaigh sé le roinnt
taispedntas in ionaid ar an da thaobh den teorainn ait

a raibh roinnt de na rannphairtithe i lathair le labhairt
le lucht féachana a raibh spéis acu ann. Is féidir leat
tuilleadh a léamh faoi ag https://photomuseumireland.

Photo Museum Ireland Shared History:
Diverse Views

The project, which began in 2023, was a transformative
initiative which engaged communities on both sides

of the border. It encouraged them to explore their
heritage and share experiences through the medium of
photography, linking their personal photographs, and
family stories to the social and political experiences

of the border region throughout the 20th Century.

A collaboration between the RCC, Photo Museum
Ireland, the National Library of Ireland, and the Nerve
Centre, Derry, it concluded with several exhibitions

in venues on both sides of the border where some of
the participants were on hand to talk to interested
viewers. You can read more about it at https://
photomuseumireland.ie/shared-histories-diverse-

ie/shared-histories-diverse-views/.

12

views/.


https://photomuseumireland.ie/shared-histories-diverse-views/
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Cruthaitheacht sa tSeanaois

Thug teiripe ainmhithe, an t-eispéireas zu
peataireachta ¢ Jigsaw Farm, ainmhithe
coimhthiocha agus duchasacha chuig tithe curaim san
larthuaisceart, i gCo. Dhun na nGall agus i gceantair
Udaras Aitiuil Chathair Dhoire & an tSratha Bain. Bhi
teagmhail ag conaitheoiri tithe cdraim le halpacai,
lachain, coinini, muca, gabhair, muca guine, turtar
agus go leor cinealacha eile ainmhithe.

Tri iarratais eile ar mhaoinit d'Eire Ildanach,
maoiniodh sraith Seisiin Samhraidh
mionchdénaitheachtai ceoil i 9 suiomh cliram slainte
conaithe i gCo. Dhun na nGall. Bhi siad seo ar siul i
samhradh na bliana 2024, ag cur ceoil, craic maith,
agus amhranaiocht ar fail do bhreis is 300 conaitheoir.
Cuireadh leis seo ag deireadh an Fhémhair ag ‘Art
from the Heart’ a thug éascaitheoir criaddireachta
isteach sna tithe curaim le bheith ag obair leis na
conaitheoiri agus leis an fhoireann lena bpiosai ealaine
féin a chruthu.

Thog na tionscadail seo ar chaidreamh oibre san am ata
caite le haiseanna conaithe san larthuaisceart, chuir siad
eispéiris bhriocha, chruthaitheacha agus spreagthacha
ar fail do na cdnaitheoiri agus don fhoireann.

ymcil, Cult

Donegal Coun

Py

Creativity in Older Age

Animal Therapy, the petting zoo experience from
Jigsaw Farm, brought exotic and native animals to
care homes in the Northwest, in both Co. Donegal and
in the Derry City & Strabane Local Authority areas.
Care home residents engaged with alpacas, ducks,
rabbits, pigs, goats, guinea pigs, tortoises and many
more types of animals.

Through additional funding pitches to Creative Ireland,
a series of Summer Session mini-music residencies

in 9 residential healthcare settings in Co. Donegal
were funded. These took place over the summer of
2024, bringing music, good craic, and a sing-along to
more than 300 residents. This was complimented in
late Autumn by ‘Art from the Heart’ which brought a
ceramics facilitator into the care homes to work with
the residents and staff on creating their own art pieces.

These projects built on past working relationships
with residential facilities in the Northwest, provided
meaningful, creative and uplifting experiences for the
residents and staff.

13
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Eagsulacht a CheiliGradh

| rith 2024, chuir Eire Ildanach ar chumas Oifigeach nua
Ealaine agus Eagsulachta Cultdir Dhin na nGall turas a
thabhairt do phobail éagsula i nDUn na nGall tri thacu le
roinnt tionscadal.

Thainig deireadh leis na ceardlanna Myths and Legends
do phobail nua, arna seachadadh ag an Ealaiontoir Eve
Li agus léiridchain Re-Act, i dtri réimse, le 1 ceiliirtha
inar taispeanadh a gcuid gearrscannain ag Larionad
Culturtha Réigitnach a bhi plodaithe.

Tugadh an-mholadh don taispeantas One Million

Stars i nDUNn na nGall. Is tionscadal ealaion pobail
cuimsitheach é a nascann pobail ar fud na hEireann i
ndluthphairtiocht i gcoinne mi-Usaid teaghlaigh agus
gach cineal foréigin.

Trid an chlar Ealaiontéiri Nua/Ealaiontdiri ata ag
Teacht Chun Cinn, chuaigh larrataséiri ar Chosaint
Idirnaisiunta, pobail nua, dideanaithe, agus lonaid
Acmbhainni Teaghlaigh i gcomhphairtiocht le
healaiontairi i gceithre ionad éagsdula le sraith de shé
cheardlann a sholathar.

Is priomhthosaiocht de chuid chlar Eire lldanach

€ malartu eolais. Trid an chlar Meantoireachta
Ealaiontoiri, chuir Seirbhis Ealaion Dhin na nGall,
arna thacu ag Clar Eire Ildanach, deis ar fail d'ionaid
oideachais, ealaion agus chultuir le dul i dteagmhail le
beirt ealaiontéiri nua 6 phobail Dhubha agus Mhionlaigh
Eitnigh agus Tromlaigh Dhomhanda. Chuir gach

ionad spas agus am ar fail don da ealaiontoir i gclar
meantoireachta agus tri rannphairtiocht sa chlar seo,
rinne ealaiontoiri comhdhearadh agus comhchruthu ar
bhunphiosai saothair.

Mar chuid de chomhoibrit uathuil saibhir, chuaigh
Seirbhis Ealaion Dhun na nGall i gcomhphairtiocht le
Tionscadal Lucht Sidil Dhdn na nGall agus an Larionad
Culturtha Réigitnach le tionscadal scannan agus
grianghrafaddireacht idirchultdrtha a chur i lathair mar
chuid d’Fhéile Ealaion an Earagail i mbliana. Léirigh an
tionscnamh seo an pobal Romach in Eirinn, agus diriodh
go hairithe orthu sitd a bhfuil cénai orthu i nDUn na
nGall. Is é croilar an tionscadail seo an clar faisnéise
gearr SAM ROM; scannan cumhachtach a thugann
léargas ar shaol na Romach tri agallaimh phearsanta
agus radhairc phearsanta.
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Celebrating Diversity

Throughout 2024, Creative Ireland enabled Donegal’s
new Arts and Cultural Diversity Officer to blaze a trail
for diverse communities in Donegal by supporting
several projects.

The Myths and Legends workshops for new
communities, delivered by Artist Eve Li and Re-

Act productions, in three locations, culminated in a
celebration day where their short films were screened
at a packed Regional Cultural Centre.

The One Million Stars exhibition toured Donegal to
great acclaim. It is an inclusive community arts project
connecting communities across Ireland in solidarity
against domestic abuse and all forms of violence.

Through the New/Emerging Artists programme,
International Protection Applicants, new communities,
refugees, and Family Resource Centres partnered with
artists in four different locations to deliver a series of
six workshops.

Knowledge exchange is a key priority of the Creative
Ireland programme. Through the Artist Mentor
programme, Donegal Arts Service supported

by Creative Ireland provided an opportunity for
educational, arts and cultural venues to engage with
two new artists from Black and Minority Ethnic and
Global Majority communities. Each venue provided
space and time for both artists in a mentorship
programme and through engagement in this
programme, artists co-designed and co-created original
pieces of work.

In a unique and enriching collaboration, Donegal
Arts Service partnered with Donegal Travellers
Project and the Regional Cultural Centre to present
an intercultural film and photography project as part
of this year’s Earagail Arts Festival. The initiative
shed light on the Roma community in Ireland, with

a particular focus on those residing in Donegal. The
centrepiece of this project is the short documentary
SAM ROM; a powerful film that delves into the lives of
the Roma people through deeply personal interviews
and intimate scenes.
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PROGRAMME

In 2024 fuair an Chomhairle maoiniu de
€15,000 on Roinn Turasoireachta, Cultdir,
Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spaéirt agus na Meain
Chumarsaide do Chlar Comértha 2024. Rinne
an Rannan Cultuir cuig cinn de thionscadail
chomortha spéisiula agus faisnéiseacha.

In 2024 Donegal County Council received
funding of €15,000 from the Department of
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports
and Media for the 2024 Commemorative
Programme. The Culture Division
delivered five engaging and informative
Commemorative projects.
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Wainfest 2024

Bhi clar Deich mBliana Comoértha Céad Bliain a éstail
ag Seirbhis Leabharlainne Dhun na nGall mar chuid
de Wainfest 2024 (5 go 13 Deireadh Fémbhair). Bhain
deich gceardlann, faoi stitir tridr éascaitheoiri, le
stair shaibhir na tréimhse suntasai seo, agus ghlac
paisti scoile 6 gach cearn de Dhun na nGall pairt ann.
Ghlac 280 duine 6g san iomlan pairt sna seisitin
faisnéiseacha seo.

Reachtail an starai, an t-Udar, agus an léachtdir an

Dr Angela Byrne caint ar The Partition in Donegal
1921-1925. Rinne si plé ar na tionchair shuntasacha

a bhi ag an imeacht seo ar bhailte sa chontae. Lorg

si an comhthéacs stairitil roimh an chriochdheighilt,
ag ionchorpru foinsi priomhula mar ghrianghraif,
léarscaileanna, agus gearrthdga nuachtain dhigiteacha
leis an stair a thabhairt chun solais.

Rinne seandalai agus bunaitheoir Claiomh (Mdsaem
Stair Bheo na hEireann), Dave Swift, sraith cainteanna
ar na trathanna rithabhachtacha i stair na hEireann

a d'fhéach le Poblacht Eireannach neamhspleach a
bhund. Le linn an tseisidin, cuireadh na mic léinn i
lathair na bhfaisean, an fheistis mhileata, chultir na
n-arm, agus déantuisain agus cuimhneachain bhunaidh
agus atairgthe én am seo.

Choinnigh an t-Udar a bhuaigh duaiseanna Sheena
Wilkinson aird léitheoiri 6ga le sraith ceardlann
bunaithe ar a trioldg stairitil, ‘Name upon Name,' ‘Star
by Star, agus ‘Hope.' Scrudaionn an tsraith seo saol
na mban 6ga agus castachtai casta na hEireann ag tis
an fichiu haois.

Wainfest 2024

Wainfest 2024 (October 5th to 13th), featured a
Decade of Centenaries programme hosted by the
Donegal Library Service. Ten workshops, led by
three facilitators, delved into the rich history of
this significant period, engaging school children
from across Donegal. A total of 280 young people
participated in these informative sessions.

Historian, author, and lecturer Dr Angela Byrne hosted
a talk on ‘The Partition in Donegal 1921-1925". She
explored the significant impacts this event had on
towns within the county. She traced the historical
context leading up to partition, incorporating primary
sources such as photographs, maps, and digital
newspaper clippings to bring the past to life.

Archaeologist and founder of Claiomh (the Irish Living
History Museum), Dave Swift, held a series of talks
on the pivotal moments in Irish history that sought to
establish an independent Irish Republic. During the
session, students were introduced to the fashions,
military attire, weaponry culture, and original and
reproduced artefacts and memorabilia from this time.

Award-winning author Sheena Wilkinson engaged
young readers with a series of workshops based on
her historical trilogy, ‘Name upon Name,' ‘Star by
Star,’ and ‘Hope.’ This series delves into the lives of
young women and the intricate complexities of early
twentieth-century Ireland.
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Comhdhail Staire agus Chuimhneachain
550 Bhaile Dhun na nGall

24 LUnasa, Baile Dhidn na nGall 550: Reachtaladh Stair
agus Cuimhneachan, comhdhail staire aon lae saor
in aisce, san Ostan Central, Baile Dhiin na nGall. Ba
iad na staraithe Helen Meehan MA, 6 Chumann Staire
Dhun na nGall agus an Dr Matthew Potter, as Baile
Dhdn na nGall 6 dhuchas agus Coimedadai Mhisaem
Luimnigh a d'eagraigh é mar chuid de chlar Bhaile
Dhun na nGall 550. Ba i seo an chéad chomhdhail
riamh a bhi dirithe ar stair Bhaile Dhudn na nGall
amhain agus thug sé le chéile go leor de scolairi ar
stair Bhaile Dhdn na nGall ata go féill beo.

Tri phaipéar a bhi sa chéad phainéal. Labhair an

Dr Fiona Beglane (ATU Shligigh) ar ‘Archaeological
results in and around Donegal Town;' thug Sean
Browne (OPW, Caislean Dhun na nGall) an culra faoi
fhorghabhail Chaislean Dhdn na nGall ag na Sasanaigh
i 1601; agus phléigh an starai aititil Seamus O’'Doherty
an ait ar scriobhadh Annala na gCeithre Maistri.

Ba é an tOllamh Brendan MacSuibhne (Ollscoil na
Gaillimhe) a thug an phriomhléacht ar fhear iontach as
Baile Dhuin na nGall, Thomas Ainge Devyr (1805-87),
scribhneoir agus gniomhai polaitiochta a chaith

seal fada in Eirinn, sa Bhreatain agus i Meiricea

ach a bhfuil dearmad beagnach déanta anois air.
Redachtaladh turas treoraithe timpeall Chaislean

Dhun na nGall do lucht freastail na comhdhala go Léir
direach i ndiaidh am l6in. Ar an dara painéal bhi an

Dr Matthew McGinty (Ollscoil na Gaillimhe) a labhair
ar ‘Red Hugh 0'Donnell, Niall Garbh O'Donnell and

the Siege of Donegal Abbey:’ an starai aititil Malachy
Sweeney ar ‘The Great Famine in Donegal’ agus

Sedn Boner (Cumann Staire Dhun na nGall) faoin
dadigh a ‘Historians in Donegal Town made their own
history for about 400 years.’ Cuireadh crioch leis an
chomhdhail le seoladh shuiomh Gréasain Mhainistir
Dhdn na nGall Seamus O’'Doherty le huaigheanna a
chuardach i Seanreilig na Mainistreach.
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Donegal Town 550 History and
Remembrance Conference

On the 24 August, Donegal Town 550: History and
Remembrance, a free one-day history conference,

was held in the Central Hotel, Donegal Town. It was
organised by historians Helen Meehan MA, of Donegal
Historical Society and Dr Matthew Potter, a native

of Donegal Town and Curator of Limerick Museum,

as part of the Donegal Town 550 programme. This
was the first ever conference solely dedicated to the
history of Donegal Town and brought together many of
the living scholars of Donegal Town's history.

The first panel consisted of three papers. Dr Fiona
Beglane (ATU Sligo) spoke on ‘Archaeological

findings in and around Donegal Town;" Sean Browne
(OPW, Donegal Castle) gave the background to the
occupation of Donegal Castle by the English in 1601;
and local historian Seamus 0’'Doherty discussed the
topic of where the Annals of the Four Masters were
written. The keynote lecture was given by Professor
Brendan MacSuibhne (University of Galway), on the
remarkable but almost forgotten Donegal Town man
Thomas Ainge Devyr (1805-87), a writer and political
activist whose lengthy career was played out in
Ireland, Britain, and America. A guided tour of Donegal
Castle for all conference attendees was held directly
after lunch. The second panel consisted of Dr Matthew
McGinty (University of Galway) who spoke on ‘Red
Hugh O'Donnell, Niall Garbh O’'Donnell and the Siege
of Donegal Abbey:’ local historian Malachy Sweeney
on ‘The Great Famine in Donegal’ and Sean Boner
(Donegal Historical Society) about how ‘Historians in
Donegal Town made their own history for about 400
years.' The launch of Seamus O'Doherty’s Abbey of
Donegal website for searching graves in the Old Abbey
Graveyard concluded the conference.
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Women by -

| story & irv

Clair Faisnéise i nGairdini
Cuimhneachain Theach na mBocht

Ta Gairdin Cuimhneachdin Theach na mBocht Leitir
Ceanainn suite in aice le Musaem Chontae Dhun na
nGall. In 2024 thug Combhairle Contae Dhun na nGall
faoi athchéirithe lena n-diritear cosdin nua, suiochain
nua agus plandail nua. Mar chuid den athchéiriu, ta
dha chlar faisnéise curtha isteach a léirionn scéal an
ghairdin agus an ceangal a bhi aige le coimpléasc
Theach na mBocht Leitir Ceanainn a raibh rél suntasach
aige i stair an cheantair 6 lar na 1840idi. Solathréidh
na clair faisnéise seo eolas ar stair an cheantair do
mhuintir na haite agus do chuairteoiri.

Taispeantas Women 100

Léirionn an taispeantas seo 6 Mhusaem Contae Dhuin
na nGall agus 6 Chartlann Chontae Dhuin na nGall
spotsolas ar shaol na mban 6 1922 go 1980. Is minic
nar tugadh aird ar chion na mban i stair na hEireann.
Tri na déantdin, na cartlanna agus na hiomhanna

sa taispeantas seo is féidir le cuairteoiri initichadh

a dhéanamh ar an tionchar a bhi ar shaol na mban

i ndiaidh chrutht Shaorstat Eireann. Airionn leis an
taispedntas topaici ar nés Bean agus Slainte; Mna agus
Fostaiocht; Mna agus Polaitiocht. Airimid chomh maith
na scéalta faoi eispéiris laethula na mban agus an stat
Eireannach nua ag teacht chun cinn mar aon le scéalta
na mban iontacha a bhi mar cheannrédaithe i réimsi

mar leigheas agus eolaiocht.
20

Workhouse Memorial Garden
Information Boards

Letterkenny Workhouse Memorial Garden is located
beside the Donegal County Museum. In 2024, Donegal
County Council undertook renovations which included
new pathways, new seating, and new planting. As part
of the renovations, two information boards have been
installed which reflect the story of the garden and its
connection to the Letterkenny Workhouse complex
which has played a significant role in the history of the
area since the mid 1840’s. These information boards
will provide information on the history of the area to
locals and visitors.

Women 100 Exhibition

This exhibition by Donegal County Museum and Donegal
County Archives shines a spotlight on the women's
lives from the 1922 to 1980. Women's contribution

to the history of Ireland has often been overlooked.
Through the artefacts, archives and images in this
exhibition visitors can explore how women'’s lives were
impacted following the creation of the Irish Free State.
The exhibition includes topics such as Woman and
Health; Women and Employment; Women and Politics.
We also include the stories of the everyday experiences
of women as the new Irish state emerged along

with the stories of extraordinary women who were
trailblazers in areas such as medicine and science.



Clar Deich mBliana na gCuimhneachan
sa Leabharlann

| ndiaidh gairm oscailte ar ealaiontoiri freagra a
thabhairt ar an treoir, roghnaiodh an t-ealaiontoir
Marie Barret don choimisiin seo - WOMEN 100 (Dun na
nGall). D'éascaigh an ddmhachtain tréimhse taighde
tiomnaithe don ealaiontoir agus forbairt tionscadail
grianghrafadéireachta. Roghnaigh an t-ealaiontdir
fiche ban tabhachtach ata ag gabhail do chur chun

cinn saincheisteanna forbartha pobail agus ceartais
shdisialta i nDUN na nGall faoi lathair. Scridaionn

an clar cinealacha sonracha eolais agus taithi sa

da phriomhearnail seo sa |4 ata inniu ann. Léirionn

na hiomhanna gach bean agus a dtimpeallacht

oibre i suiomh pobail. T4 cleachtais eagraithe agus
rannphairtiochta ag na mna aonair a nocht an proéiseas
taighde seo a bhionn go minic faoi bhun thairseach na
staire oifigitla n¢ faoi thairseach na hinfheictheachta
comhaimseartha. Airiodh leis an tionscadal comhoibrit
le heagraiochtai comhlacha: Comhphairtiocht Forbartha
Inis Eoghain, Tionscadal Changemakers, Ardan
Idirchultdrtha Dhin na nGall, Tionscadal Lucht Siuil
Dhun na nGall, Comhghruipa na mBan, Dun na nGall.

Library Decade of Centenaries
Programme

Following an open call for artists to respond to the brief,
artist Marie Barret was chosen for this commission

- WOMEN 100 (Donegal). The award facilitated a

period of dedicated research for the artist and the
development of a photography project. The artist
selected twenty key women who are currently engaged
in promoting community development and social justice
issues in Donegal. The programme examines specific
forms of knowledge and experience within these two
key sectors in the present day. The imagery depicts
each woman and their work environment within a
community setting. The individual women that this
research process has uncovered have practices of
organising and participation that are often beneath the
threshold of official history or of contemporary visibility.
The project included collaboration with associate
organisations: Inishowen Development Partnership,
Changemakers Project, Donegal Intercultural Platform,
Donegal Travellers Project, Women'’s Collective
Donegal.
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Solathraionn an tSeirbhis Leabharlainne raon
éagsuil acmhainni agus seirbhisi, go pearsanta
agus ar line. Airitear orthu sin léitheoireacht a
spreagadh ag gach leibhéal, scileanna digiteacha
agus litearthacht a fheabhsu, foghlaim fhoirmiduil
agus neamhfhoirmiuil a chumasu, tacu le
solathar faisnéise agus treorach ar go leor
topaici lena n-airitear sldinte agus follaine,
forbairt phearsanta agus a chinntit go bhfuil ait
ag daoine sa phobal le bualadh le chéile agus
teacht le chéile.

Lean Seirbhis Leabharlainne Chontae Dhun

na nGall ag fas i go leor réimsi. Tugadh breis
agus 343,000 cuairt ar leabharlanna agus
178,000 mir ar iasacht 6 leabharlanna, agus
fuarthas rochtain ar acmhainni ar line nios mo
na 146,000 uair. Lean an tseirbhis ar aghaidh ag
forbairt clar oibre, stoic agus acmhainni ar line
le tacu lena rél sa phobal.
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S LEABHARLAINNE
LIBRARY SERVICE

The Library Service provides a diverse range
of resources and services, both in person and
online. These include encouraging reading

at all levels, improving digital skills and
literacy, enabling formal and informal learning,
supporting the provision of information and
guidance on many topics including health and
wellbeing, personal development and ensuring
that people have a place in the community to
meet and come together.

Donegal County Library Service continued

to see growth in many areas. There were
over 343,000 library visits and 178,000
items borrowed from libraries, while online
resources were accessed more than 146,000
times. The service continued to develop work
programmes, stock, and online resources to
support its role in the community.
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An Clar Ceart chun Léitheoireachta

Is clar ndisiunta é An Ceart chun Léitheoireachta chun
litearthacht agus léitheoireacht a chur chun cinn do
dhaoine de gach aois agus culra. In 2024, dhirigh an
clar ar thacaiocht do leanai agus do theaghlaigh, lena
n-airitear seirbhisi leabharlainne do scoileanna agus
d'lonaid Luathfhoghlama ach ag aithint tacaiochta
d'fhorbairt scileanna litearthachta d’aosaigh. Airiodh
ar na tacai seo Spring into Storytime i mi Aibreain,
Réaltai Samhraidh 6 Mheitheamh go Lunasa, My Little
Library Bag agus Am Teaghlaigh i do Leabharlann i
mi na Nollag. Bhain paisti, scoileanna agus teaghlaigh
sult as réimse leathan gniomhaiochtai, comértas agus
imeachtai i rith na bliana.

Léann Eire

Is tionscnamh de chuid Rialtas na hEireann é an Léann
Eire leis an spraoi a bhaineann leis an léitheoireacht

a cheilitradh. T4 an clar maoinithe ag Eire Shlaintidil
le tacaiocht 6 leabharlanna poibli agus go leor
eagraiochtai a chuireann léitheoireacht, litearthacht
agus na healaiona chun cinn.

larradh le linn an fheachtais ar gach duine ‘seal beag
léitheoireachta’ a dhéanamh ar La “Léann Eire”,

Dé Sathairn, 25 Feabhra. Reachtaladh imeachtai

i leabharlanna ar fud an chontae. Ba é an 6caid
taispeantais do Léann Eire na siompdisiam dar
teideal Literature and Landscape. Ba cheilidradh

€ an siompdisiam a reachtaladh i Leabharlann
Phobail Bhun Cranncha ar thirdhreach Dhdn na nGall
agus ar an tionchar a bhi aige i measc daoine eile,
scribhneoireacht an udair a bhuaigh Duais Booker
agus Paul Lynch 6 Dhun na nGall 6 dhdchas. Thainig
daréag scribhneoir agus ealaiontoir as Dun na nGall
le chéile sa leabharlann le ceiliiradh a dhéanamh

ar scribhneoireacht Dhin na nGall san am a chuaigh
thart agus san am i lathair ag imeacht an-rathuil ar
fhreastail 75 duine air.
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Right to Read Programme

Right to Read is a national programme to promote
literacy and reading for people of all ages and
backgrounds. In 2024, the programme focused on
support for children and families, including the library
services to schools and to Early Learning Centres
while also recognising support for adult literacy

skills development. These supports included Spring
into Storytime in April, Summer Stars from June to
August, My Little Library Bag and Family Time at your
Library in December. Children, schools, and families
enjoyed an array of activities, competitions, and events
throughout the year.

Ireland Reads

Ireland Reads is an initiative of the Government of
Ireland to celebrate the joy of reading. The programme
is funded by Healthy Ireland and supported by public
libraries and many organisations that promote reading,
literacy, and the arts.

The campaign asked everyone to ‘squeeze in a read’

on Ireland Reads Day, Saturday, February 25th. Events
were held in libraries across the county. The showcase
event for Ireland Reads was a symposium entitled
Literature and Landscape. The symposium which took
place in Buncrana Community Library was a celebration
of the landscape of Donegal and how it has influenced
among others, the writing of Booker Prize winning
author and Donegal native Paul Lynch. Twelve Donegal
writers and artists came together in the library to
celebrate Donegal writing past and present in what was
a highly successful event attended by 75 people.
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Combhairle Contae Dhun na nGall, A

Is gluaiseacht léitheoireachta contae é Read DL,

a ceapadh le muintir Dhidn na nGall a thabhairt le
chéile trid an leabhar chéanna a léamh le chéile. In
2024 chuidigh an tSeirbhis Leabharlainne le clar
léitheoireachta rathuil Read DL ar fud an chontae

tri 2,000 coip den leabhar roghnaithe The summer

| robbed a bank a dhaileadh ar scoileanna trinar
gcraobhacha, ag éascu ceardlanna cruthaitheacha
agus ag cur an imeachta chun cinn ar ardain na mean
soisialta agus tri agallaimh ar Highland Radio.

Bhi Seachtain na Gaeilge ar siul 6n 1 go dtian 17
Marta, le 54 imeacht ar sill i leabharlanna agus

in ionaid Taobh Tire agus sa phobal i gcoitinne. Is
féile idirnaisiunta Ghaeilge i Seachtain na Gaeilge

a thugann deis do gach duine sult a bhaint as an
Ghaeilge, cibé acu is cainteoir liofa, foghlaimeoir

thu né go bhfuil cupla focal agat, le féilire imeachtai
siamsula agus sprailla do gach cineal spéise agus
gach aoisghrupa. Bhi an bhéim i mbliana ar imeachtai
beo, idir cheolchoirmeacha éagsula i Leabharlann
Phobail na Rosann le An Teach Ceoil, Comhaltas Mhin
na Croise agus ealaiontdiri aititla eile, Flea Filiochta
agus Preab-Ghaeltacht i Leabharlann na Twin Towns,
Club Leabhar na Gaeltachta i Leabharlann Phobail
Ghaoth Dobhair leis an udar Michelle Nic Phaidin, Club
Fichille, scéalaiocht, cainteanna staire, ceardlanna
cidine agus sdisialacha, cainteanna cilnas agus cistile.
Tacaionn Ranndg na Gaeilge Chomhairle Contae Dhun
na nGall le Seachtain na Gaeilge sna leabharlanna.
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Read DL is a county-wide reading movement, designed

to bring the people of Donegal together by collectively
reading the same book. In 2024 the Library Service
assisted with the successful Read DL county-wide reading
programme by distributing 2,000 copies of the chosen
book The summer | robbed a bank, by Stewart Foster

to schools through our branches, facilitating creative
workshops and promoting the event on social media
platforms and through interviews on Highland Radio.

Seachtain na Gaeilge ran from 1st to the 17th of
March, with 54 events held in libraries and Taobh

Tire centres and in the wider community. Seachtain
na Gaeilge is an international Irish language festival
which gives everyone the opportunity to enjoy Irish,
whether you are a fluent speaker, learner or have a
cupla focal, with a calendar of entertaining and fun
events for every type of interest and every age group.
The emphasis this year was on live events, ranging
from a variety concert at Leabharlann Phobail na
Rosann featuring An Teach Ceoil, Comhaltas Mhin

na Croise and other local artists, Flea Filiochta agus
Preab-Ghaeltacht in Twin Towns Library, Club Leabhar
na Gaeltachta in Leabharlann Phobail Gaoth Dobhair
with author Michelle Nic Phaidin, Club Fichille(chess),
storytelling, history talks, silent discos, science
workshops, and Ciorcail Comhra and Sean-Nos
dancing. Seachtain Na Gaeilge in libraries is supported
by Donegal County Council's Rannég na Gaeilge.



Bealtaine

Cuireann an Fhéile naisiunta Bealtaine, arna
comhordu ag Aois & Deiseanna i gcomhphairtiocht

le hddarais aitidla, eagraiochtai ealaion agus daoine
scothaosta, daoine scothaosta i lathair mar ealaiontoiri
agus taibheoiri, mar eagraithe imeachtai agus mar
lucht féachana agus rannphairtithe. Ba é téama na
bliana seo na ‘Zest for Life’, agus taispeanadh é seo
ag an seoladh a bhi ar siul i dTeach Chill Bharrain.
Leis an imeacht oscailte seo, mheall Amhranaithe
Gniomhach Scoir Bhéal Atha Seanaidh agus Banna
Sraide Bhéal Atha Seanaidh a lucht éisteachta le
rithim agus amhran. Is é an ceilidradh uathuil seo idir
na glunta a dhéanann an fhéile speisialta gach bliain.
| mbliana bhi breis is 60 imeacht i leabharlanna, in
lonaid Taobh Tire, in ionaid ealaion agus pobail agus
in ionaid ciram lae i bhFéile na Bealtaine i nDUn na
nGall. | measc na n-imeachtai agus na gceardlann a
reachtaladh le linn na féile bhi origami, péinteail le
huiscedhathanna, léachtai staire, fiodbireacht saileach,
pilates cathaoireacha, cainteanna ginealais, folcadain
fuaime, pictidrlann, ceol agus rince. Ceilidradh
briomhar ar chruthaitheacht ba ea Féile na Bealtaine
2024 agus muid ag dul in aois agus is buaicphointe
seanbhunaithe i d'fhéilire na Rannoige Culturtha.

|
} |
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Bealtaine

The national Bealtaine Festival, coordinated by Age

& Opportunity in partnership with local authorities,
arts, and older people’s organisations, features older
people as artists and performers, as event organisers
and as audiences and participants. The theme this
year was ‘Zest for Life’, and this was showcased at

the launch which took place in Kilbarron House. This
opening event saw the Ballyshannon Active Retirement
Singers and the Ballyshannon Street Band captivate
their audience with rhythm and song. It is this unique
celebration across generations that makes the festival
special each year. This year the Bealtaine Festival in
Donegal featured over 60 events in libraries, Taobh
Tire Centres, arts and community venues and day care
centres. Some of the events and workshops that took
place during the festival included origami, painting
with watercolours, history lectures, willow weaving,
chair pilates, genealogy talks, sound baths, cinema,
music, and dance. The 2024 Bealtaine Festival was a
vibrant celebration of creativity as we age and is a well-
established highlight of the Cultural Division calendar.

27



Europe Direct

Chomhoibrigh Europe Direct i Leitir Ceanainn le
meanscoileanna aitiula agus d'dstaigh siad roinnt
imeachtai in 2024 lena n-airitear cuairt 6n iar-FPE Chris
MacManus le toghchain na hEorpa a phlé. Rinneadh La
na hEorpa a cheilitradh le hdcaid le Cultdr na Polainne

a léiriu lena n-airitear teachtaireacht fise 6 Ambasaddir
na Polainne, an tUasal Arkady Rzegocki. Chuir ar
n-imeacht Time to Move na deiseanna iontacha ata ar
fail do dhaoine 6ga a bheith ag obair, i mbun staidéir
agus i mbun obair dheonach ar fud na hEorpa chun cinn.
Bhi Maria Walsh FPE ina cathaoirleach ar an chomortas
bhliantuil 6raidiochta poibli Soapbox ar a raibh an téama,
“Ni bagairt é Al don chine dhaonna.” Ghlac scoileanna 6
ar fud Dhun na nGall pairt, agus rinne an da bhuaiteoir
ionadaiocht thar ceann an chontae go bréduil ag na
cluichi ceannais naisitnta i mBaile Atha Cliath i mi na
Samhna agus bhuail siad le Barbara Nolan, Ceannaire ar
lonadaiocht an Choimisidin Eorpaigh in Eirinn.

Club Leabhar Ealain na
Léitheoireachta

D'thill Club Leabhar Ealain na Léitheoireachta de

chuid na Combhairle Ealaion ar an Chontae i mi Lunasa
le himeacht rathuil leis an udar 6 Dhun na nGall a
bhain Booker-Prize, Paul Lynch. Chuir Colm Téibin, an
Buaiteoir Gradaim Fhicsean na hEireann, agallamh ar
Paul Lynch faoi pheirspictiochtai agus eispéiris 6na
shaol mar scribhneoir. Le linn na hécaide, rinne an da
Udar tabhachtacha smaointe a mhalartu agus chuaigh i
mbun idirphlé briomhar. D'fhreagair siad ceisteanna én
lucht freastail agus thainig deireadh leis an trathnoéna le
seisilin sinithe leabhar.
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Europe Direct

Europe Direct Letterkenny collaborated with local
secondary schools and hosted several events in 2024
including a visit from former MEP Chris MacManus

to discuss the European elections. Europe Day was
celebrated with an event to showcase Polish Culture
including a video message from the Polish Ambassador,
Mr. Arkady Rzegocki. Our Time to Move event promoted
the wonderful opportunities available to young people
to work, study and volunteer throughout Europe. Maria
Walsh MEP chaired the annual Soapbox public speaking
competition which had the theme, “Al is not a threat

to humanity.” Schools from across Donegal took part,
and the two winners proudly represented the county

at the national finals in Dublin in November and met
with Barbara Nolan, Head of the European Commission
Representation in Ireland.

Art of Reading Book Club

The Arts Council’s Art of Reading Book Club returned
to the County in August with a successful event with
Booker-Prize winning Donegal author Paul Lynch. The
Laureate for Irish Fiction, Colm Toibin, interviewed
Paul Lynch about the perspectives and experiences
of his writing journey. Throughout the event, the two
distinguished authors exchanged ideas and engaged
in a lively dialogue. They answered questions from
attendees and the evening ended with a book signing
session.



Ta breis agus 43,000 mir i mBailitchan Léann
Dhdn na nGall i leabharlanna ar fud an chontae,
agus ta an priomhbhailiichan tagartha i seilbh na
Larleabharlainne, Leitir Ceanainn.

| measc na n-abhar ta foilseachain aitiula, abhar
closamhairc, léarscaileanna agus mireanna i gcomhaid
staire ditiula. Baineann gach abhar sa bhailiichan le
DUn na nGall, le hddair Dhin na nGall agus/né curtha
le chéile i nDUN na nGall Ta leabharliosta cuimsitheach
de na teidil nua curtha le chéile agus ta sé foilsithe sa
Donegal Annual/ Bliainiris Dhin na nGall, The Journal
of the County Donegal Historical Society.

Chuir Roinn Staidéir Dhidn na nGall failte roimh os
cionn 1,000 cuairteoir in 2024, d'fhreagair breis agus
3,800 fiosruchan a bhain le stair teaghlaigh agus
aitiuil agus chuaigh i dteagmhail le pobal diaspoéra
na hEireann go leictreonach, ag freagairt breis agus
500 ceist tri riomhphost. Bhi ceisteanna ginealais/
stair teaghlaigh i measc na bhfiosruithe ba choitianta
a fuarthas. Solathraionn an tSeirbhis Leabharlainne
rochtain saor in aisce ar thaifid ghinealais ar Find
My Past agus www.irishgenealogy.ie. Thug foireann
na leabharlainne caint ar line do Chumann Staire
Teaghlaigh Thuaisceart na hEireann i mi Dheireadh
Fomhair. D'fhreastail seasca duine ¢ gach cearn

den domhan ar an gcaint fhioruil ait ar pléadh
forbhreathnud ar acmhainni stair teaghlaigh na
leabharlainne.

Lean an tSeirbhis Leabharlainne lena clar digitithe ar
abhar staidéir aititla agus cuireadh roinnt mireanna
ar fail ar shuiomh Gréasain na leabharlainne.

The Donegal Studies Collection consists of over 43,000
items held in libraries throughout the county, with the
main reference collection being held in Central Library,
Letterkenny.

Materials include local publications, audio visual
material, maps, and items in local history files.

All material in the collection is about Donegal,

by Donegal authors and/or produced in Donegal.
A comprehensive bibliography of new titles was
compiled and is published in the Donegal Annual/
Bliainiris Dhun na nGall, The Journal of the County
Donegal Historical Society.

The Donegal Studies department welcomed over 1,000
visitors in 2024, answered over 3,800 queries related
to family and local history and engaged with the Irish
diaspora community electronically, answering over 500
queries via email. Genealogy/family history queries
were among the most popular queries received. The
Library Service provides free access to genealogical
records on Find My Past and www.irishgenealogy.ie.
Library staff delivered an online talk to the North of
Ireland Family History Society in October. Sixty people
from all over the world attended the virtual talk where
an overview of the library’s family history resources
was discussed.

The Library Service continued its programme of
digitisation of local studies material with several items
being made available on the library website.
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Wainfest

Bhi Wainfest, féile bhliantuil ealaion agus leabhar

na bpaisti i nDUN na nGall, ar siul 6 5 go 13 Deireadh
Fomhair, agus bhi 158 imeacht éagsuil agus spreaguil
mar chuid de ar fud an chontae. Bhi an clar dirithe

ar leanai 6 leanai idir leanai agus dha bhliain déag
d'aois, agus chuir sé eispéireas saibhrithe ar fail a
spreag rannphairtiocht i leabhair, sna healaiona agus i
scéalaiocht. Ar an téama ‘550 Eachtraf’, rinne Wainfest
2024 ceilitradh ar oidhreacht shaibhir Dhun na nGall
in éineacht leis an tsaol bhriomhar reatha ata ann
anois. | measc na mbuaicphointi bhi imeachtai ar nds
MC Grammar, bealach spraitil agus idirghniomhach
le foghlaim tri cheol, agus Roar Roar Dineasar,
eispéireas spleodrach do lucht leanlna 6ga dineasair.
Priomhsprioc de chuid Wainfest is ea litearthacht leanai
a chur chun cinn ar fud Dhin na nGall, ag cuidiu le gra
don léitheoireacht agus don chruthaitheacht a chothu
agus naisc phobail a chothu.

Mo Leabharlann Oscailte

Tugadh isteach Mo Leabharlann Oscailte i Leabharlann
Phobail Bhun Cranncha i mi Linasa. Cuireann an
tseirbhis Mo Leabharlann Oscailte uaireanta oscailte
sinte ar fail, a sholdthraionn rochtain leabharlainne

do chomhaltai 6 8 am go 10 pm, 365 (& sa bhliain.

Tri na huaireanta foirne, mar aon leis na huaireanta
méadaithe de chuid Mo Leabharlann Oscailte, is féidir
le baill leabharlainne rochtain a fhail ar an leabharlann
ag amanna a oireann doéibh, go hairithe déibh siid nach
bhfuil in ann rochtain a fhail ar an leabharlann le linn
amanna rialta foirne.
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Wainfest

Wainfest, Donegal’s annual children’s arts and book
festival, took place from the 5th to 13th of October,
offering 158 diverse and exciting events across the
county. The programme aimed at children from tots

to twelve-year-olds, provided an enriching experience
that encouraged engagement with books, arts, and
storytelling. Themed ‘550 Adventures', Wainfest

2024 celebrated Donegal’s rich heritage alongside its
vibrant present. Highlights included events such as MC
Grammar, a fun and interactive way to learn through
music, and Roar Roar Dinosaur, a thrilling experience
for young dinosaur fans. A key goal of Wainfest is the
promotion of children’s literacy across Donegal, helping
to foster a love for reading and creativity while building
community connections.

My Open Library

My Open Library was introduced at Buncrana
Community Library in August. The My Open Library
service offers extended opening hours, providing
library access to members from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.,

365 days per year. The staffed hours, combined with

the extended My Open Library hours, allow library
members to access the library at times that suit them,
particularly for those who may not be able to access the
library during regular staffed times.



Machnamh | Cear

Foghlaim
Reflect | Connect | L

Eire Shlaintiuil ag do Leabharlann

D'éirigh le tionscnamh Eire Shlaintidil ag Do
Leabharlann 2024 slainte agus follaine an phobail

a chur chun cinn tri shraith clar agus acmhainni
tarraingteacha. | measc na mbuaicphointi ta sraith
cainteanna leis an Dr. Kenneth Monaghan faoi chuidiu
le daoine a thainig slan as stréc sa bhaile agus suil
dhomhain ar an Athru Saoil leis an Dr. Cacimhe Hartley.
Diriodh fosta ar Aireachas Cruthaitheach do Leanai
agus do Dhéagdiri agus ar sheisitin Spraoi Céadfach do
leanai a bhfuil riachtanais bhreise acu Cuireadh nios mé
teideal leis an bhailitichan leabhar Eire Shlaintiil ag
Do Leabharlann a sholathraionn rochtain ar shaibhreas
faisnéise ar abhair a bhaineann leis an tslainte, a
chuireann ar chumas daoine aonair cinnti eolasacha a
dhéanambh faoina bhfollaine.

Moil Slainte sa Litearthacht Dhigiteach

Rinne an tSeirbhis Leabharlainne i gcomhphairtiocht

le hOifig Chothaithe Slainte an FSS agus BOO Dhun na
nGall sraith ceardlann in ocht leabharlann. Ba é aidhm
na gceardlann béim a chur ar fhoinsi iontaofa faisnéise
slainte ar line mar aon le taispeantais ar an ddigh le
rochtain a fhail ar na hacmhainni sin. Maoiniodh na Moil
Dhigiteacha Slainte trid an chiste Comhoibrithe agus
Nualaiochta um Litearthacht Aosach don Saol.

Healthy Ireland at your Library

The 2024 Healthy Ireland at Your Library initiative
successfully promoted health and wellbeing in the
community through a series of engaging programmes
and resources. Some highlights include a series of
talks by Dr. Kenneth Monaghan about helping stroke
survivors recover at home and an in-depth look at
Menopause by Dr. Caoimhe Hartley. There was also a
focus on Creative Mindfulness for Children and Teens
and Sensory Play sessions for children with additional
needs. More titles were added to the Healthy Ireland
at Your Library book collection which provides access
to a wealth of information on health-related topics,
empowering individuals to make informed decisions
about their wellbeing.

Digital Literacy Health Hubs

The Library Service in partnership with the HSE Health
Promotion Office and Donegal ETB delivered a series of
workshops in eight libraries. The aim of the workshops
was to highlight reputable online sources of health
information along with demonstrations on how to
access those resources. The Digital Health Hubs were
funded through the Adult Literacy for Life Collaboration
and Innovation fund.
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SEIRB

Tugann an tSeirbhis Ealaion tosaiocht do chlair
a chuireann ar chumas nios mé saoranach agus
6 chalrai éagsula dul i ngleic leis na healaiona
agus a thacaionn le healaiontdiri agus
eagraiochtai ealaion saothair nua a chruthu
agus a scaipeadh.
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The Arts Service prioritises programmes which
enable more and a greater diversity of citizens
to engage with the arts and which support
artists and arts organizations to create and
disseminate new work.
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Comhairle Contae Dhuin na nGall, Athbhreithnit Blianttil an Rannan Chultuir 2024

Clar Maoinithe loncaim
Comhphairtiochta Straiteéisi

Cuireadh €107,000 ar fail do lionra eagraiochtai ealaion
lena n-airitear lonad Ealaion Balor agus DCA Balor,
Bealach Féich; lonad Ealaion na Mainistreach, Béal
Atha Seanaidh; Amharclann Ghaoth Dobhair, Artlink An
Duin Riabhaigh, An Gailearai Doire Beag agus Summer
Palace Press, Cill Chartha.

Scéim Sparanachtai d’Ealaiontairi

Sholathair Scéim Sparanachtai na nEalaiontoiri
sparanachtai de €1000 an ceann do 45 de
phriomhchleachtoiri ealaion gairmiula an chontae.

Féile Bha Dhun na nGall agus na
gCruach Gorm

D'fhill Carnabhal Bhéal Atha Seanaidh i ndiaidh ceithre
bliana as lathair, lena Pharaid ildaite ar an téama
Miotais agus Finscéalta ag tarraingt lucht féachana
ollmhor teaghlaigh chuig sraideanna an bhaile Cois
Eirne, agus rinne Donegal Voices Messiah Handel (Cuid
[11) i mBaile Dhun na nGall mar chuid de Cheilitradh
Dhun na nGall 550, chomh maith le Béal Atha Seanaidh.

Reachtail an fhéile Léiriu iontach Ciorcal Dramaiochta
Dhdn na nGall ar The Factory Girls le Frank McGuinness
ag Halla Pobail Leghowney agus chuir an dara Féile
Scannan Chuan Dhun na nGall, arna coimead ag an
déantoir scannan Caroline Harvey, clar gearrscannan

le déantdiri 6ga scannan 6 Thuaisceart agus
larthuaisceart na hEireann i lathair, thar dha thrathnéna
ag Eclipse Cinemas, Bun Dobhrain.
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Strategic Partnership Revenue
Funding Programme

€107,000 was provided to a network of arts
organisations including the Balor Arts Centre

and Balor DCA, Ballybofey; Abbey Arts Centre,
Ballyshannon; Amharclann, Ghaoth Dobhair; Artlink,
Fort Dunree; An Gailearai, Doire Beag and Summer
Palace Press, Cill Chartha.

Artists’ Bursaries Scheme

The Artists’ Bursaries Scheme provided bursaries of
€1000 each to 45 of the county’s leading professional
arts practitioners.

Donegal Bay and Blue Stacks Festival

Carnival Ballyshannon returned after a four year
absence, its colourful Myths and Legends themed
Parade drawing a huge family audience to the streets
of the Erneside town, while Donegal Voices performed
Handel's Messiah (Part I1I) in Donegal Town as

part of the Donegal 550 Celebrations, as well as in
Ballyshannon and Glenties.

The festival hosted Donegal Drama Circle's excellent
presentation of Frank McGuinness's The Factory Girls
at Leghowney Community Hall and the second Donegal
Bay Film Festival, curated by film maker Caroline
Harvey, presented a programme of short films by young
film makers from the North and Northwest of Ireland,
over two evenings at Eclipse Cinemas, Bundoran.



Ealaiona agus Eagsulacht Chultirtha

Is geallsealbhoir straitéiseach é an Rannan Chultuir
maidir leis an Straitéis um Chuimsit do Mhionlaigh
Eitneach agus Dhubha a sholathar i nDdn na nGall.
D'oibrigh an tSeirbhis Ealaion leis an Aonad um
Chuimsiu Séisialta agus Scoileanna Cruthaitheacha
le cuimsitheacht a chur chun cinn tuilleadh tri
thionscnaimh ealaion nualacha agus pobalbhunaithe.

In ainneoin na nddshlan mar bhacainni teanga agus
meon frith-inimirceach, baineann an tSeirbhis leas
as tirdhreach saibhir cultdrtha Dhdn na nGall agus
infreastruchtur fisiceach le muinin a chothu agus le
comhoibril ealaine a chotht do dhaoine 6 Phobail
Dhubha, Mhionlaigh Eitneacha agus Dhomhanda.

| measc na dtionscadal a chémhaoinigh Eire
Cruthaitheach agus a chuir an tOifigeach Ealaion agus
Eagsulachta Cultuir ar fail bhi, clar meantdireachta
le healaiontdiri agus meantoiri 6 Dhdn na nGall, 6n
Ucrain, 6n Afraic Theas, 6 Téga agus 6n tSomail; an
scannan pobail Roma Sam Roma (‘We Are Roma'):
an chéad cheilidradh Dhun na nGall Mela leis an
phobal Indiach; African Male Voices Choir, an tsraith
suiteala agus ceardlann One Million Stars agus an
tsraith Ceardlanna le hEalaiontdiri Nua agus Ealaine
ata ag Teacht chun Cinn le hlarratasoiri ar Chosaint
Idirndisiunta, ar fud an chontae.
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Arts and Cultural Diversity

The Culture Division is a strategic stakeholder in
delivering on the Black and Minority Ethnic Inclusion
Strategy for Donegal. The Arts Service has worked
with the Social Inclusion Unit and Creative Schools
to further promote inclusivity through innovative and
community-based arts initiatives.

Despite challenges like language barriers and anti-
immigrant sentiment, the Service leverages Donegal’s
rich cultural landscape and physical infrastructure

to build trust and foster artistic collaboration for
individuals from Black, Minority Ethnic and Global
Majority Communities.

Among the projects co-funded by Creative Ireland and
delivered by the Arts and Cultural Diversity Officer were,
a mentorship programme with artists and mentors

from Donegal, Ukraine, South Africa, Togo and Somalia;
the Roma community film Sam Rom (‘We Are Roma’):

the inaugural Donegal Mela celebration with the Indian
community; the African Male Voices Choir, the One Million
Stars installation and workshop series and the New and
Emerging Artists Workshop series with International
Protection Applicants, around the county.
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Oiche Chultuir

Chuir an Rannan Cultuir a 160 ceilidradh bliantuil Oiche
Chultdir i lathair a ghin thart ar 6,500 cuairt ar ionaid
agus imeachtai cultdrtha ar fud an chontae. Gné ar leith
den chlar ba ea an éagsulacht chulturtha a chuimsigh
rannphairtiocht grdpai rince agus corula Indiacha,
Ucranach agus Afracach a bhi lonnaithe i nDUn na nGall
chomh maith le léirithe focal labhartha agus téatair ag
ealaiontairi aitiGla Eireannacha, as an Afraic Theas, as
an tSiombaib, as Toéga agus as an tSomail.

Infheistiocht a dhéanamh i gCruthu
Saothar Ealaine Nua

Thacaigh an tSeirbhis Ealaion le Léirid lonad Ealaion
Balor de dhrama nua Shaun Byrne, One Night at
Glenlough, le Charlie Bonner (Stidrthaoir), Frankie
McCafferty agus Aidan Moriarty, a rinne machnamh
ar thuras Dylan Thomas ag Glenlough, Gleann Cholm
Cille i samhradh na bliana 1935. Thacaigh an tSeirbhis
freisin le clar saothar nua le Carolina Cabanas, Polina
Shapkina, Janelle Peters, Emma Pool agus Holly
Treddenick, mar chuid d’Fhéile Rince Aer Eireann.

Tugadh tacaiocht agus ardan do léiritichan Carnival Inis
Eoghain do Pharaid Fhéile Padraig Bhaile Atha Cliath,
Critters, mar larphiosa den Oiche Chultuir, agus tugadh
cunamh don Bluestack Chorale a Fhéile Ceoldrama
Thamhnach an tSalainn a chur i lathair i mi [dil.
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Culture Night

The Culture Division presented its 16th annual Culture
Night celebration which generated some 6,500 visits to
cultural venues and events around the county. Cultural
diversity was a particular feature of the programme
which included participation by Donegal based Indian,
Ukrainian, and African dance and choral groups as well
as spoken word and theatre performances by locally
based Irish, South African, Zimbabwean, Togolese, and
Somalian artists.

Investing in the Creation of New
Artistic Work

The Arts Service supported the Balor Arts Centre’s
production of Shaun Byrne’s new play, One Night at
Glenlough, with Charlie Bonner (Director), Frankie
McCafferty and Aidan Moriarty, which reflected on
Dylan Thomas' sojourn at Glenlough, Glencolmcille

in the summer of 1935. The Service also supported
the programme of new works by Carolina Cabanas,
Polina Shapkina, Janelle Peters, Emma Pool and Holly
Treddenick, part of the Irish Aerial Dance Festival.

Inishowen Carnival’s production for the Dublin St.
Patrick’s Festival Parade, Critters, was supported and
platformed as a centrepiece of Culture Night, while
the Bluestack Chorale was assisted to present its
Mountcharles Opera Festival in July.
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AMHARCLANN AN GHRIANAIN

Rinne Amharclann An Grianan ceilidradh ar 25 bliain

i gcroilar an phobail le Taispeantas Scéalaiochta

An Grianan a bhi coimeadaithe go speisialta agus
Ceolchoirm Mhér Coméradh 25 le Moya Brennan,
Muireann Bradley, Grupa Ceoil agus Dramaiochta Leitir
Ceanainn, Geamaireacht Leitir Ceanainn agus Cumainn
Cheoil, Little John Nee, The John D.

| measc bhuaicphointi an chlair bhi an comhléirit de
dhrama Ultan Pringle, Boyfriends, a bhain taitneamh
as ritheanna diolta amach ag An Grianan agus ag
Project Arts Centre i mBaile Atha Cliath. Bhi Ultan ina
Scribhneoir Cénaithe san amharclann fosta, ag cuidiu
le scribhneoiri aitidla le forbairt sugartha. Thacaigh
an amharclann fosta le greann iontach Aoife Sweeney
O'Connor ata ag teacht in aois, An Evening with Wee
Daniel, agus bhi an piandddir So Young Yoon mar
Ealaiontéir Conaithe an Chompantas Ceoil Seiftithe, ag
obair leis an fhidléir 6 Dhun na nGall Seamus Gibson.

| measc imeachtai a thainig ar ais, bhi Trad Week agus
the Sound! Féile Fuaimrian Scannan leis an RCC, féilte
na Coimeadaithe Oga First Coicis agus Lasta agus an
150 Féile Rince Eireannach faoi stidir Fidget Feet.

Reachtail an Theatre Plaza athchoirithe sraith imeachtai
pobail lena n-diritear Brod Leitir Ceanainn, La na
hAfraice, agus Mela Dhin na nGall.

IONAD EALAION NA
MAINISTREACHA

Chuir lonad Ealaion na Mainistreach i mBéal Atha
Seanaidh clar gnéthach scannan, téatar, ceoil agus
grinn i lathair. | measc na mbuaicphointi bhian 71u
Féile Dramaiochta Bhéal Atha Seanaidh i mi an Mharta
agus seénna grinn le Dylan Moran, Pat and Faye Shortt
agus Conal Gallen chomh maith le rogha imeachtai
ceoil lena n-airitear Remembering Ronnie, léirithe ag
mac Ronnie Drew, Phelim; Agallamh i gcuimhne Dave
Fanning le Donal Gallagher mar chuid d’Fhéile Omds
Idirnaisiunta Rory Gallagher agus ceilitiradh Gradam
Gnothachtala Saoil sa Cheol Fhéile Rhythm agus
Gormacha Bhéal Atha Seanaidh ar an ngiotarai rac-
cheoil iomréaiteach Eireannach, Pat McManus.
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AN GRIANAN THEATRE

An Grianan Theatre celebrated 25 years at the heart

of the community with a specially curated Story of An
Grianan Exhibition and a 25th Anniversary Gala Concert
with Moya Brennan, Muireann Bradley, Letterkenny
Music and Drama Group, Letterkenny Pantomime and
Musical Societies, Little John Nee, John D. Ruddy and
The Henry Girls.

Among the programme highlights was the co-
production of Ultan Pringle’s play, Boyfriends, which
enjoyed sold-out runs at An Grianan and Dublin’s
Project Arts Centre. Ultan was also the theatre’s
Writer-in-Residence, assisting local writers with
play development. The theatre also supported Aoife
Sweeney 0'Connor’s coming-of-age queer comedy,
An Evening with Wee Daniel, while pianist So Young
Yoon was the Improvised Music Company Artist-in-
Residence, working with Donegal fiddler Seamus
Gibson.

Returning events included Trad Week and the Sound!
Film Soundtrack Festival with the RCC, the First
Fortnight and Lasta Young Curators festivals and the
15th Fidget Feet-led Irish Aerial Dance Festival.

The revamped Theatre Plaza hosted a series of
community events including Letterkenny Pride, Africa
Day, and the Donegal Mela.

ABBEY ARTS CENTRE

Ballyshannon's Abbey Arts Centre presented a busy
programme of film, theatre, music, and comedy.
Among the highlights were the 71st Ballyshannon
Drama Festival in March and comedy shows with
Dylan Moran, Pat and Faye Shortt and Conal Gallen as
well as a selection of music themed events including
Remembering Ronnie, performed by Ronnie Drew'’s
son Phelim; Dave Fanning’'s memorable interview
with Donal Gallagher as part of the Rory Gallagher
International Tribute Festival and the Ballyshannon
Rhythm and Blues Festival's Lifetime Achievement
in Music Award celebration of legendry Irish rock
guitarist, Pat McManus.
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FEILE EALAION AN EARAGAIL

Chuir an 374 Féile Ealaion an Earagail clar leathan i
lathair ar bhain breis is 41,000 duine sult as agus bhi
346 ealaiontdir ann.

Sraith TG4

Mar thoradh ar chomhphairtiocht na féile leis an
chomhlacht léiritichain ata lonnaithe i nGaoth Dobhair,
Aniar, bhi sraith seacht gclar eile do TG4, Ceol 6n
Earagail, a mheall breis agus 350,000 lucht féachana. |
measc na n-ealaiontdiri a bhi i lathair bhi Fidil, Brighde
Chaimbeul, Aidan O'Rourke, Saileog Ni Cheannabhain,
Lisa O'Neill agus go leor eile.

Sorcas, Ealaiona Sraide agus
Taispeantas

| measc na n-imeachtai i nGaoth Dobhair agus i
gCaislean na Finne bhi Sorcas an Tumble, Cabaret Uno,
The Grannies agus Quentin Reynolds. Bhi an taibheoir
sraide 6n Chataléin Joan Catala ag Glebe House and
Gallery ina bhuaicphointe ar leith.

An Ghaeltacht agus na hQileain

Mar chuid den tiomantas ata ann an Ghaeilge a chur
chun cinn tri imeachtai Gaeltachta a reachtail, chuir an
fhéile imeachtai ar sidl in larthar Dhidn na nGall lena
n-airitear an saothar rince den scoth, Fag do Lorg | Na
Fag Lorg, le Breandan de Gallai agus Na Mic Ua gCorra
agus Eriu, ar Oilean Ghabhla.

Ealaiontdiri ar Cuairt

| measc buaicphointi 6 ealaiontaéiri idirnaisidnta, chomh
maith le healaiontdiri seanbhunaithe agus ealaiontdiri
Eireannacha atéa ag teacht chun cinn, bhi Boubacar
Traoré (Maili), Muireann Bradley, West Ocean String
Quartet, Mohammad Syfkhan (An tSiria), Gazelleband
(An Phalaistin/RA), Big Cheeks (Ruanda), Eoghan 0
Cheannabhain, Muireann Nic Amhlaoidh agus Bassekou
Kouyate (Mali}).
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EARAGAIL ARTS FESTIVAL

The 37th Earagail Arts Festival presented a wide-
ranging programme which was enjoyed by over 41,000
people featuring some 346 artists.

TG4 Series

The festival’s partnership with Gaoth Dobhair-based
production company, Aniar, resulted in another seven-
part series for TG4, Ceol 6n Earagail, which attracted
over 350,000 viewers. Artists featured included

Fidil, Brighde Chaimbeul, Aidan O'Rourke, Saileog Ni
Cheannabhain, Lisa O’Neill and more.

Circus, Streets Arts and Spectacle

Events in Gaoth Dobhair and Castlefin featured Tumble
Circus, Cabaret Uno, The Grannies and Quentin
Reynolds. Catalan street performer Joan Catala at
Glebe House and Gallery was a particular highlight.

An Gaeltacht and Islands

In its commitment to promoting the Irish language by
hosting Gaeltacht-based events, the festival presented
events in West Donegal including the stellar dance
work, Fag do Lorg | N& Fag Lorg, by Breandan de Gallai
and Na Mic Ua gCorra and Eriu, on Oiledn Ghabhla.

Touring Artists

Highlights of international artists, as well as
established and emerging Irish artists, included
Boubacar Traoré (Mali), Muireann Bradley, West
Ocean String Quartet, Mohammad Syfkhan (Syria),
Gazelleband (Palestine/UK), Big Cheeks (Rwanda),
Eoghan O Cheannabhain, Muireann Nic Amhlaoidh and
Bassekou Kouyate (Mali).
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Ta an tlonad Cultdrtha Réigiinach (RCC) ar a
dtugtar “ar cheann de na haiseanna ealaion

is fearr sa tir” ag The Irish Times, ag solathar
clar cuimsitheach de ghniomhaiochtai ealaion
agus pobail ar ardchaighdean 6 bunaiodh é in
2007. Faigheann an clar briomhar seo tacaiocht
0 mhaoiniu bliantdil on Chomhairle Ealaion,

0 Chomhairle Contae Dhun na nGall, agus
deontais a bhaineann go sonrach le tionscadail
o0 fhoinsi éagsula.
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REGIONAL CULTURAL

The Regional Cultural Centre (RCC)

described as “one of the finest arts facilities

in the country” by The Irish Times, has been
delivering a comprehensive programme of
high-quality arts and community activities
since its inception in 2007. This vibrant
programme is supported by annual funding
from the Arts Council, Donegal County Council,
and project-specific grants from a variety of
sources.
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Mol Ceolmhar

Ta cail air mar cheann de na moil cheoil is ilusaidi in
Eirinn, agus lean an RCC lena chlar oideachais ceoil
dinimicitil i gcomhphairtiocht le Comhphairtiocht
Oideachais Ceoil Dhin na nGall (DMEP). In 2024, chuir
an DMEP oideachas ceoil ar fail do 1,748 cénaitheoir

i nDUn na nGall, a chuimsionn raon aoise suntasach
idir 7 agus 70. | measc na gclar bhi Ceolfhoireann Qige
Dhdn na nGall, Ceolfhoireann Aireagail Dhun na nGall,
Ceolfhoireann Teaghran Séisearach, agus ensemble
éagsula, a bhi go éir lonnaithe go broduil ag an RCC.

Choimead Sound Studio an RCC a chlar conaitheachta
ealaiontdra ceannrddaioch, ag tabhairt rochtain thar na
bearta do cheoltdiri aitiula, ndisiunta agus idirnaisiunta
ar diseanna den scoth lena gcuid oibre a fhorbairt agus
a bheachtu.

Chomh maith leis sin, reachtail an RCC eispéiris

agus féilte ceoil beo dodhearmadta le linn 2024, ag
glacadh le sednrai ar nés na hEireann traidisitnta,
rac-cheol, punc, bluegrass, ceol tire, ceol domhanda,
ceol tire, clasaiceach, snagcheol agus electronica, rud a
dhaingnigh a chail mar fhealltéir culturtha.
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A Musical Hub

Renowned as one of Ireland’s most versatile music
hubs, the RCC continued its dynamic music education
programme in partnership with the Donegal Music
Education Partnership (DMEP). In 2024, the DMEP
provided music education to 1,748 Donegal residents,
spanning an impressive age range of 7 to 70.
Programmes included the Donegal Youth Orchestra,
Donegal Chamber Orchestra, Junior String Orchestra,
and various ensembles, all of which were proudly
based at the RCC.

The RCC Sound Studio maintained its cutting-edge
artist residency programme, offering local, national,
and international musicians unparalleled access to
world-class facilities to develop and refine their work.

In addition, the RCC hosted unforgettable live

music experiences and festivals throughout 2024,
embracing genres such as traditional Irish, rock, punk,
bluegrass, country, world music, folk, classical, jazz,
and electronica, further cementing its reputation as a
cultural beacon.



Seachtain Cheoil Thraidisitnta Leitir
Ceanainn 2024

Bhi Seachtain Traidisiunta Leitir Ceanainn 2024,
ceilidradh bliantuil ar cheol traidisitnta, tire agus
domhanda na hEireann, ar sitl 6 19 Eanair go 31 Eanair.
Arna chur i lathair ag an RCC agus Amharclann an
Grianan, chuir an fhéile taipéis shaibhir de thaibhithe
agus d'imeachtai pobail saor in aisce ar fail. Ar na
buaicphointi bhi Ceol na nOg (Seisitin Traidisitnta

na nOg), Pop-Up Gaeltacht & Trad Seisitin, agus dha
cheolchoirm am l6in san Eatery in Amharclann an
Ghrianain. Chuir ealaiontéiri den scoth ar nés Luka
Bloom, Scullion, Rénan O Snodaigh, Arcanadh, Brigid
Mae Power, Nodlaig Ni Bhrollaigh, agus larla O Lionaird
léirithe iontacha ar siul, rud a d'fhag go mairfeadh
Seachtain Cheoil Thraidisitnta 2024 sa chuimhne ar
feadh i bhfad.

Letterkenny Trad Week 2024

Letterkenny Trad Week 2024, an annual celebration of
Irish traditional, folk, and world music, took place from
January 19th to 31st. Co-presented by the RCC and An
Grianan Theatre, the festival offered a rich tapestry of
performances and free community events. Highlights
included Ceol na nOg (Young People’s Trad Session), a
Pop-Up Gaeltacht & Trad Session, and two lunchtime
concerts at The Eatery in An Grianan Theatre. World-
class artists such as Luka Bloom, Scullion, Rénan 0
Snodaigh, Arcanadh, Brigid Mae Power, Nodlaig Ni
Bhrollaigh, and larla 0 Lionaird delivered captivating
performances, making Trad Week 2024 one to
remember.
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Na hAmharc-ealaiona

Lean an RCC ar aghaidh ag dul i bhfeidhm go mér

lena chlar sar-amharcealaion, a fuair léirmheasanna
naisilnta iontacha. | measc na dtaispeantais in 2024
bhi ealaiontdiri cumasacha ar nés Ann Quinn (Eire),
Lorraine Tuck (Eire), Richard Noble (SAM), Serena
Caulfield (Eire), Sarah Lewtas (RA), Kian Bensen Bailes
(Eire), Sue Morris (RA), Hanna Pidkaliuk (Ucrain),
Veronica Buchanan (Eire), Seamus Gallagher (Eire),
Paul McCarthy, Seamus Gallagher (Eire), Seamus
Gallagher (Eire), Paul McCarthy agus Seamus Gallagher
(Eire). Chuir seénna grupa le Conflict Textiles (An tSile),
Club Grianghrafaddireachta Leitir Ceanainn, agus

One Million Stars (Ucrain) tuilleadh doimhneachta le
tairiscint an RCC.

Tugadh moladh ar leith do thaispeantas Ann Quinn,

ina bhfuil pictidir dhuisitheacha spreagtha ag a feirm

in Qirthear Dhun na nGall. Mheall an seé breis agus 30
grupa scoile 6 12 scoil, agus bhain an rannphairtiocht is
airde amach le linn a rith seacht seachtaine.

Amharclann RCC

Thainig fas leantnach ar chlub scannan an RCC in 2024,
agus léiriodh scannain idirnaisiunta a bhain gradam
amach gach seachtain a mheall lucht féachana aitidil agus
lucht féachana araon.

Visual Arts

The RCC continued to shine with its exceptional visual
arts programme, which received glowing national
reviews. Exhibitions in 2024 featured talented artists
such as Ann Quinn (IRE), Lorraine Tuck (IRE), Richard
Noble (US), Serena Caulfield (IRE), Sarah Lewtas (UK),
Kian Bensen Bailes (IRE), Sue Morris (UK), Hanna
Pidkaliuk (Ukraine), Veronica Buchanan (IRE), Seamus
Gallagher (IRE), Paul Murray (IRE), Cara Donaghey
(IRE), and Mérag McCafferty (IRE). Group shows by
Conflict Textiles (Chile), the Letterkenny Photography
Club, and One Million Stars (Ukraine) added further
depth to the RCC'’s offering.

Particular praise was given to the Ann Quinn
exhibition, featuring evocative paintings inspired by
her farm in East Donegal. The show attracted over
30 school groups from 12 schools, achieving record
engagement during its seven-week run.

RCC Cinema

The RCC's film club experienced continued growth
in 2024, with biweekly screenings of award-winning
international films that attracted local and visiting
audiences alike.




Féile um Chur Chun Cinn Scannan
agus Fuaime

Bhi cur chun cinn agus éiritichan scannan go f6ill
larnach do mhisean an RCC, le ceardlanna rialta agus
imeachtai lionraithe eagraithe i gcomhphairtiocht le
hOifig Scannan Dhun na nGall.

An Fhuaim! Rinneadh ceilidradh san Fhéile Scannan
Soundtrack ceilidradh ar an trasnail idir ceol agus
scannan i stil iontach. Bhi an RCC agus Amharclann

an Ghriandin ina chomhostach ar an chlar, agus
taispednadh scanndin ioconacha mar aon le scdir cheoil
bheo, ceardlanna le cumadadiri agus dearthoiri fuaime,
agus seisiuin chruthaitheacha do gach aoisghrupa. Ba
chloch mhile don imeacht é a hainmnidchan don Fhéile
is Fearr ag Gradaim Sarmhaitheasa Rialtais Aititil 2024.

The Pig’s Back

Bunaithe in 2021, lean an iris liteartha The Pig's Back ag
blathu in 2024. Bhi scribhneoiri mér le ra as Eirinn ar nés
Latifah Akay, Kevin Breathnach, Kimberley Campanello,
Laura Cassidy, Gary Grace, Kate Kiernan, agus Alexandra
Ye ag scriobh sa chuigiu eagran.

Cuireadh an iris ar fail i bpriomhchathracha mar Leitir
Ceanainn, Baile Atha Cliath, Gaillimh, Béal Feirste, Doire,
Glaschu agus Dun Eideann agus is amhlaidh go raibh
teacht ag nios mé daoine uirthi da bharr. Méadaiodh
diolachain ar line a lucht éisteachta go breis agus 12 thir,
rud a dhaingnigh a tharraingteacht idirnaisidnta.

Féile Punc Culture Shocks

Imeacht shuntasach i 2024 ba ea an fhéile cheoil Culture
Shocks a dioladh amach i Leitir Ceanainn, a d’eagraigh
Martin Mcintyre and Rebellious Jukebox de chuid an
RCC. Arna maoiniu tri Scéim Phiolétach Imeachtai ar Siul
Déanach san QOiche de chuid na Roinne Turasoireachta,
Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spdirt agus Mean na Roinne,
chuir an fhéile dha oiche de thaibhithe ardfhuinnimh

ar fail, lena n-diritear bannai mor le ra ar nés 999, The
Outcasts, agus Paranoid Visions.

Chomh maith le ceol beo, bhi taispeantas cartlainne
Downtown Dancer, léirilichain scannan, cainteanna, agus
tacair DJ déanach san oiche mar chuid den fhéile. Thaistil
lucht leantina na rac-cheoil ¢ diteanna ar fud na hEireann
agus na Riochta Aontaithe leis an écdid chultdrtha uathuil
seo a cheilidradh.
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Film Promotion and Sound! Festival

Film promotion and production remained central

to the RCC's mission, with regular workshops and
networking events organised in partnership with the
Donegal Film Office.

The Sound! Soundtrack Film Festival celebrated the
intersection of music and film in spectacular style. Co-
hosted by the RCC and An Grianan Theatre, it featured
screenings of iconic films paired with live musical
scores, workshops by composers and sound designers,
and creative sessions for all ages. Its nomination for
Best Festival at the Excellence in Local Government
Awards 2024 marked a milestone for the event.

The Pig’s Back

Founded in 2021, The Pig’'s Back literary journal
continued to flourish in 2024. Its fifth issue featured
prominent Irish writers such as Latifah Akay, Kevin
Breathnach, Kimberley Campanello, Laura Cassidy, Gary
Grace, Kate Kiernan, and Alexandra Ye.

Expanding its reach, the journal became available in
key cities like Letterkenny, Dublin, Galway, Belfast,
Derry, Glasgow, and Edinburgh. Online sales extended
its audience to over 12 countries, solidifying its
international appeal.

Culture Shocks Punk Festival

A standout moment in 2024 was the sold-out Culture
Shocks music festival in Letterkenny, organised by
RCC's Martin Mcintyre and Rebellious Jukebox. Funded
through the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts,
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media's Late-Night Events Pilot
Scheme, the festival delivered two nights of high-energy
performances, including legendary bands such as 999,
The Outcasts, and Paranoid Visions.

In addition to live music, the festival featured a
Downtown Dancer archive exhibition, film screenings,
talks, and late-night DJ sets. Fans of punk rock travelled
from across Ireland and the U.K. to celebrate this unique
cultural event.
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MUSEUM

Trid Sheirbhis na Misaem, déanann
Combhairle Contae Dhun na nGall caomhnu
agus ceiliuradh ar chomhchuimhne an
chontae agus a phobail, tri dhéantain

a bhaineann le stair Dhun na nGall a

chaomhnu, a thaispeaint agus a léirmhiniu.
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MUSAEM CON
DHUN NA NGALL
DONEGAL COUNTY

At

Through the Museum Service, Donegal
County Council conserves and celebrates
the collective memory of the county and its
communities, by preserving, displaying, and
interpreting artefacts related to the history
of Donegal.
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Clar Taispeantais

D'eagraigh an Musaem clar éagsuil taispeantas sa
Mhusaem agus in ionaid eile.

Lean Taispeantas Thithe na mBocht Chontae Dhun

na nGall a bhi & choimead ag an Mhldsaem agus ag
Seirbhis Chartlann an Chontae go dti Aibrean. Ag

baint Usdide as cartlanna agus grianghraif, d'inis an
taispedntas scéal thithe na mbocht i nDUn na nGall 6n
Drochshaol go dti gur dunadh iad i 1923. Maoiniodh é tri
Scéim Taispedntais na Mdsaem Réigiunacha faoin Roinn
Turasdireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt

agus na Mean. Bhi leagan camchuairte den taispeantas
ar taispeaint fosta i Misaem Theach na mBocht, Dun
Fionnachaidh.

| mi Feabhra, sheol an MUsaem a thaispeantas le
Suirbhé Seandalaiochta Chontae Dhdn na nGall a
cheilidradh, suirbhé ceannrédaioch a rinneadh breis

is 40 bliain 6 shin. Ba é Contae Dhun na nGall an
chéad chontae in Eirinn a ndearnadh suirbhé iomlan
ar a shuiomhanna seandalaiochta agus a foilsiodh i
bhfoirm leabhair. Insionn an taispeantas seo scéal

an tsuirbhé agus cuimsionn sé rogha iomhanna de
shuiomhanna seandalaiochta ar fud an chontae. Bhi an
MUsaem ina dstach fosta ar chaint ar Shuirbhéireacht
Seandalaiochta Chontae Dhin na nGall leis an Dr
Brian Lacey, Dé Sathairn 20 Aibrean. Ba é an Dr Lacey
Stidrthdir bunaidh an tSuirbhé. Is é Misaem Chontae
Dhdn na nGall baile Shuirbhé Seandalaiochta Chontae
Dhun na nGall agus fuair sé Maoinil Maoirseachta
Oidhreachta én gComhairle Oidhreachta chun
sleamhnain agus liniochtai an tsuirbhé a dhigitit agus
chun an taispeantas a chruthu.

| mi Aibredin, d’'6stdil an Mdsaem taispeantas
tarraingteach ealaine - ‘Pysanky in Ireland’ i gcomhar
le hlonad Saoralaithe Dhin na nGall. Taispednann an
taispedntas taispedntais Pysanky, traidisiin naisiunta
uibheacha péinteailte na hUcraine agus ligeann sé do
chuairteoiri dul i ngleic le taipéis shaibhir oidhreacht
chultdrtha na hUcraine.

0 Bhealtaine go Meitheamh, osclaiodh an taispeantas
“An Olympic Journey” sa Mhisaem. Léirigh an
cnuasach uathuil seo de phostaeir Qilimpeacha na
cluichi 6 1896 - 2021.
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Exhibition Programme

The Museum organised a varied programme of
exhibitions both in the Museum and in other venues.

The Workhouses of County Donegal exhibition which
was curated by the Museum and the County Archives
Service continued until April. Using archives and
photographs, the exhibition told the story of the
Donegal workhouses from the Great Famine to their
closure in 1923. It was funded through the Regional
Museums Exhibition Scheme under the Department of
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media. A
touring version of the exhibition was also on display in
the Workhouse Museum, Dunfanaghy.

In February, the Museum launched its exhibition
celebrating the Archaeological Survey of County
Donegal, a pioneering survey which took place over
40 years ago. County Donegal was the first county

in Ireland to have a full survey of its archaeological
sites undertaken and published in book form. This
exhibition tells the story of the survey and includes

a selection of images of archaeological sites from all
around the county. The Museum also hosted a talk on
the Archaeological Survey of County Donegal by Dr
Brian Lacey, on Saturday 20th April. Dr Lacey was
the original Director of the Survey. Donegal County
Museum is the home of the Archaeological Survey of
County Donegal and received Heritage Stewardship
Funding from the Heritage Council to digitise the survey
slides and drawings and to create the exhibition.

In April, the Museum hosted a captivating art exhibition
- ‘Pysanky in Ireland’ in collaboration with the

Donegal Volunteer Centre. The exhibition showcases
Pysanky, the Ukrainian national painted eggs tradition
and invited visitors to delve into the rich tapestry of
Ukrainian cultural heritage.

From May to June, the exhibition “An Olympic Journey”
opened in the Museum. This unique collection of
Olympic posters represented the games from 1896 -
2021.

Also, in May the Museum hosted the exhibition ‘A Trek
Through Time' curated by the Archives Service of
Donegal County Council which showcases highlights
from the County Archives collection.



Chomh maith leis sin, i mi na Bealtaine d'dstail

an Musaem an taispeantas ‘A Trek Through Time'
arna choimead ag Seirbhis Chartlainne Chomhairle
Contae Dhudn na nGall a thaispeanann buaicphointi 6
bhailitichan Chartlann an Chontae.

0 Itil go Nollaig, agus mar chuid d'Fhéile Ealaion an
Earagail, d'eagraigh Misaem Chontae Dhun na nGall
taispeantas de shaothair an ghrianghrafadéra Declan
Doherty dar teideal, ‘Life Through A Lens.’ Ta Declan

ar dhuine de na grianghrafadéiri gairmidla is mé

taithi agus aitheanta i nDUn na nGall. D'oibrigh sé mar
phreas-ghrianghrafaddir leis an Donegal News ar feadh
breis agus 40 bliain ¢ 1979 - 2023 agus cuireann sé go
rialta le nuachtain naisiinta na hEireann.

Lean an Musaem lena chomhphairtiocht le hlonad
Oibrithe Deonacha Dhun na nGall le comoértas
grianghrafaddireachta agus taispeantas a sholathar a
rinne ceilidradh ar Obair Dheonach sa Phobal.

| mi Mhean Fémhair agus i mi Dheireadh Fomhair,
rinne an MUsaem 6&stail ar an taispeantas Peace
Heraines. Déanann an taispedntas taistil seo ata a
choimead ag HerStory, ceilidradh ar rél na mban én
ghnathphobal go dti leibhéil an rialtais i gcothd na
siochana i dTuaisceart Eireann thar theorainneacha,
deighilti polaititla agus reiligiinacha.
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From July to December, and as part of the Earagail
Arts Festival, Donegal County Museum organised

an exhibition of the works of photojournalist Declan
Doherty entitled, ‘Life Through A Lens.’ Declan is

one of Donegal’s most experienced and well-known
professional photographers. He worked as a press
photographer with the Donegal News for over 40
years from 1979 - 2023 and is a regular contributor to
Ireland’s national newspapers.

The Museum continued its partnership with the Donegal
Volunteer Centre to deliver a photographic competition
and exhibition which celebrated Volunteering in the
Community.

In September and October, the Museum hosted the
exhibition Peace Heroines. This travelling exhibition
curated by HerStory, celebrates the role of women from
grassroots up to government levels in the building of
peace in Northern Ireland across borders, political and
religious divides.
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Clar Imeachtai an Mhisaeim

| rith na bliana d’eagraigh an Mdsaem clar imeachtai sa
Mhisaem agus in ionaid ar fud an chontae agus ghlac sé
pairt i gclar na n-imeachtai sin.

Le linn Fhéile na Bealtaine, rinne na Seirbhisi
larsmalainne agus Cartlainne sraith Seisiun
Meabhruichain in ionaid sna Cealla Beaga, i mBaile na
Finne, i gCuil na gCuirridin agus i gCluain Maine.

Le linn Sheachtain na hOidhreachta, reachtail an Misaem
roinnt imeachtai lena n-airitear Stair Bhéil Do Bunrang
leis an Dr Arlene Crampsie; Dhun na nGall - A History of
its People and Culture le Charlie Gallagher; agus imeacht
mar chuid de thionscadal DACCHE.

D'Oiche Chultuir d'eagraigh an Midsaem imeacht staire
beo le Nora Gallagher (aka Maura Logue) agus Laoch
Ceilteach (aka Charlie Gallagher) agus reachtail sé
taispeantas ag ceiliuradh ar n-oidhreacht iarnrdid sa
Staisiun Bus i Leitir Ceanainn.

Mar chuid de Wainfest reachtail an Mdsaem sraith
ceardlann le Charlie Gallagher, dar teideal ‘From Hunting
to Warriors - History and development of arms and
combat in Ireland.’

D'éstail an Misaem fosta (4 allamuigh de chuid
Chumann Staire Chontae Dhuin na nGall, arbh é a

bhi ann na caint le Hugh Devlin, mar chomdradh ar
chomoéradh céad bliain ar an stailc a tharla in Ospidéal
Naomh Conaill i 1924; Imeacht Blas ar an Ghaeilge

do sheachtain Uilechuimsitheacht Shaisialta; seoladh
Féile Liteartha Ceathrudn na hArdeaglaise; cainteanna

ar an Chéad Chogadh Domhanda leis an Chol.(ar scor)
Declan O'Carroll agus Caroline Carr le La an tSaoiste a
chomoradh i gcomhar le Gripa Oidhreachta Pobail Leitir
Ceanainn; agus thug sé cainteanna éagsula do ghrupai ar
fud an larthuaiscirt.
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Museum Events Programme

Throughout the year the Museum organised and
participated in a programme of events both in the
Museum and in venues throughout the county.

During the Bealtaine Festival, the Museum and Archives
Services delivered a series of Reminiscence Sessions in
venues in Killybegs, Fintown, Killygordon and Clonmany.

During Heritage Week, the Museum ran several events
including Oral History For Beginners with Dr Arlene
Crampsie; Donegal - A History of its People and Culture
with Charlie Gallagher; and an event as part of the
DACCHE project.

For Culture Night the Museum organised a living history
event with Nora Gallagher (aka Maura Logue) and a
Celtic Warrior (aka Charlie Gallagher) and held an
exhibition celebrating our railway heritage in the Bus
Station in Letterkenny.

As part of Wainfest the Museum held a series of
workshops with Charlie Gallagher, entitled ‘From
Hunting to Warriors - History and development of
weapons and combat in Ireland.’

The Museum also hosted a County Donegal Historical
Society field day which was a talk by Hugh Devlin, to
commemorate the centenary of the strike that took
place at St. Conal's Hospital in 1924; a Social Inclusion
week Irish Language Taster Event; the launch of the
Cathedral Quarter Literary Festival; talks on World
War | by Col.(ret.d) Declan O'Carroll and Caroline Carr
to commemorate Armistice Day in conjunction with
the Letterkenny Community Heritage Group; and also
delivered a variety of talks to groups throughout the
Northwest.
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Tionscadail Midsaem

D'oibrigh an Mlsaem ar roinnt tionscadal i rith na
bliana lena n-diritear an tionscadal Working Over

By Donegal/Scotland, taispedntas Coméradh 25 An
Grianan, taispeantas ar chomdradh céad bliain Rialtas
Aitidil in Eirinn agus éirit an taispeantais, A Common
Humanity Full Circle an Ann Doherty Collection.

Gniomhaiocht Dhigiteach ar Athra Aeraide le
Timpeallachtai Oidhreachta (DACCHE)

Lean an MUsaem ar aghaidh lena chuid oibre ar
thionscadal Chlar Forimill Thuaisceart an AE agus

an Chlair Ealaine de chuid an AE um Ghniomhaiocht
Dhigiteach ar Athru Aerdide le Timpeallachtai
Oidhreachta (DACCHE) arna éascu ag Kate Robb 6 John
Cronin and Associates.

Is é cuspoir foriomlan an tionscadail DACCHE na
cumas pobal beag agus eagraiochtai oidhreachta

a thdgail le haghaidh oiriunu don athru aeraide,
maolu agus athléimneacht tri imscrudud agus éirit a
dhéanambh ar an doigh ar féidir le réitigh dhigiteacha
agus teicneolaiochtai atd ag teacht chun cinn feabhas
a chur ar rannphairtiocht shoisialta agus athruithe
iompraiochta sochaiocha a bheith mar thoradh orthu
https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/dacche/.

Ta eagraiochtai comhphairtiochta sa tSualainn, san
lorua, agus in Eirinn - an tSualainn (Fonduireacht
Jamtli - Comhphairti Ceannais; Larionad Nordach um
Fhoghlaim Oidhreachta & Cruthaitheachta), an lorua
(Oltscoil Nord; Tindved Kulturhage), Eire (Msaem
Contae Dhun na nGall)

In 2024 aithniodh tri shuiomh, mar aon le grdpai pobail
aitiula gaolmhara. Is iad sin:
1. Inis Caoil, Port Nua agus baill den phobal ar spéis leo

2. Caislean Mhic Shuibhne, Rinn Naomh Eoin agus
Pobal Dhun Cionnaola Teo

3. Grupa Staire agus Oidhreachta Inis Eoghain Thiar,
An Port Ban/An Tdin Dubh, An Ddn Riabhach

Ghlac na grupai pobail pdirt i dtaighde, i ndoiciméadu
agus in insint scéal a laithreain oidhreachta.
Reachtaladh roinnt imeachtai i rith na bliana agus
d'éstaigh an Mlsaem cruinnit de chuid Comhphairtithe
an tionscadail i mi Dheireadh Fomhair.
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Museum Projects

The Museum worked on a number of projects throughout
the year including the Working Over By Donegal/Scotland
project, the An Grianan 25th Anniversary exhibition, an
exhibition on the centenary of Local Government in Ireland
and the display of the exhibition, ‘A Common Humanity:
Full Circle’ the Ann Doherty Collection in PRONI, Belfast

Digital Action on Climate Change with Heritage
Environments (DACCHE)

The Museum continued its work on the EU
Northern Periphery and Arctic Programme project
Digital Action on Climate Change with Heritage
Environments (DACCHE) facilitated by Kate Robb of
John Cronin and Associates.

The overall objective of the DACCHE project is to

build capacity of small communities and heritage
organisations for climate change adaptation, mitigation,
and resilience by investigating and demonstrating

how digital solutions and emergent technologies

can improve social engagement and lead to societal
behavioural changes https://www.interreg-npa.eu/
projects/dacche/.

Partner organisations are in Sweden, Norway, and
Ireland - Sweden (Jamtli Foundation - Lead Partner;
Nordic Centre of Heritage Learning & Creativity),
Norway (Nord University; Tindved Kulturhage), Ireland
(Donegal County Museum)

In 2024 three locations were identified, together with

associated local community groups. These are:

1. Inishkeel Island, Portnoo and interested community
members

2. McSwyne's castle, St. John's Point and Dunkineely
Community Ltd

3. Portbane/Tonduff, Dunree, West Inishowen History
and Heritage Group

The community groups took part in researching,
documenting, and telling the story of their heritage
site. A number of events were held during the year
and the Museum hosted a Partner meeting of the
project in October.

55


https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/dacche/
https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/dacche/
https://www.interreg-npa.eu/projects/dacche/

V4

SEIRBH

S

CARTLAINN
ARCHIVES
S

-RVICE

Is é sainchdram na Seirbhise Cartlainne
oidhreacht chartlainne mhuintir Chontae Dhuin na
nGall a chaomhnu agus a chur ar fail do na glinta
seo agus do na glunta ata le teacht. Déanann

sé é seo tri bhailitichain de bhunus poibli agus
priobhaideach a bhaineann le stair agus cultur
Dhin na nGall a fhail, a chatalégu, a chaomhng,

a dhigitiu agus a stordil go slan, agus tri rochtain
phoibli ar a chartlanna a sholathar. Oibrionn

an tSeirbhis Cartlainne i gcomhphairtiocht le

go leor grupai agus eagraiochtai poibli agus
priobhaideacha. Cheilitir an tSeirbhis Cartlainne
a 250 bliain in 2024.
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The Archives Service’'s remit is to preserve
and make accessible the archival heritage

of the people of County Donegal for present
and future generations. It does this through
the acquisition, cataloguing, conserving,
digitisation, and secure storage of collections
of public and private origin which relate to the
history and culture of Donegal, and through
the provision of public access to its archives.
The Archives Service works in partnership
with many public and private groups and
organisations. The Archives Service celebrated
its 25th year in 2024.
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Na Cartlanna & Taifid a bhainistiu

Tugadh cuidiu do thaighdeoiri ag seomra
léitheoireachta na Cartlainne, ar an ghuthan, tri
riomhphost agus tri na meain shoisialta in 2024, lena
n-airitear iad siud ar spéis leo stair teaghlaigh agus
stair aitivil. | measc na dtaighdeoiri bhi mic l&inn dara
agus triu leibhéal, lucht acaduil, ginealaithe, grupai
staire agus iriseoiri. Rinne an tSeirbhis bainistiu fosta
ar thaifid neamhreatha Chomhairle Contae Dhun

na nGall, ag tabhairt comhairle, agus ag déanamh
moltai maidir le caomhnu na gcartlann. Chuidigh an
cartlannai leis an fhoireann le taifid Gdarais aitiuil
(neamhchartlainne) a choinneail, a chur i gcartlann
agus a dhidscairt. Rinneadh aistrithe mdra taifead idir
a taisclanna in 2024 agus rinneadh mérthionscadal ina
cuireadh an t-abhar i mboscai.

Lean an tSeirbhis Chartlainne ar aghaidh ag lorg
céiriocht bhuan do bhailiichan cartlainne an Chontae
agus do thaifid neamhreatha. In 2024, ceapadh seirbhis
ailtireachta sheachtrach, agus cuireadh coiste ar bun
agus thainig sé le chéile go rialta i rith na bliana, leis
an tionscadal a bhfuiltear ag suil a shlanoidh Scoil na
bPridiri i Leifear a thabhairt chun cinn agus leis an
tionscadal a fhorbairt mar lonad Cartlainne an Chontae
amach anseo.
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Managing the Archives & Records

Researchers were assisted at the Archives reading
room, by phone, email and through social media in
2024, including those interested in family and local
history. Researchers included students at second and
third level, academics, genealogists, history groups and
journalists. The Service also managed Donegal County
Council’s non-current records, giving advice, and
making recommendations regarding the preservation of
archives. The archivist assisted staff with the retention,
archiving and disposal of (non-archival) local authority
records. Large transfers of records between its
repositories took place in 2024 and a major re-boxing
project was carried out.

The Archives Service continued to seek permanent
accommodation for both the County archives collection
and for non-current records. In 2024, an external
architectural service was appointed, and a committee
was set up and met regularly during the year, to further
the project which it is hoped will secure the Prior
School in Lifford and progress the project developing it
as a future County Archives Centre.



Taispeantais & Imeachtai

Rinneadh feachtais leis an tSeirbhis Cartlainne a chur chun
cinn ar na meain shaisialta le linn Sheachtain Fiosraigh Do
Chartlann agus imeachtai agus féilte eile i rith na bliana.

Taispeanadh taispeantais chamchuairte ag roinnt

ionad. Chuir an tSeirbhis Chartlainne cartlanna amach

i measc an phobail agus rinne cur i lathair ar théarmai
éagsula stairiula. Cuireadh taispeantas de chuid Ghrupa
Cartlannaithe Rialtais AitiGil (LGARM) ar taispeaint i
dTeach an Chontae ag coméradh 125 bliain de rialtas aitiuil
nua-aimseartha. Mar chuid den taispeantas, foilsiodh
leabhran comoértha i gcomhar leis an Roinn Tithiochta,
Rialtais Aititil & Oidhreachta. Chuidigh an tSeirbhis
Cartlainne le taispeantas Comoradh 25 Bliain Amharclann
an Grianain. Le linn bliana ina raibh toghchain naisitnta
agus aitidla, chuir an Chartlann taispeantas i lathair ar an
téama Toghchain i nDUN na nGall ag an Chartlann i Leifear.
Chombhoibrigh an tSeirbhis fosta leis an Mhidsaem ar na
taispeantais a bhi acu amach anseo.

| mi na Bealtaine, ghlac an cartlannai pairt i bhféile
Bealtaine, in éineacht leis an Mhusaem, ag tabhairt
cartlanna agus déantain chuig ionaid lae agus grupai
pobail eile do sheisitin chuimhneachain Past in the
Present ar fud an chontae.

Tharla mér-chomhoibrit idir an Chartlann, an Misaem,
agus Oifig Taifead Poibli Thuaisceart Eireann (PRONI),
Béal Feirste in 2024. Taispeanadh rogha de shaothar
saoil an fhoétairiseora idirnaisiinta Ann Doherty A
Common Humanity in PRONI i ndiaidh cuireadh uathu.
Labhair an cartlannai ag an seoladh i mi Mhean Fémhair.
Cuireadh cartlann fhairsing ghrianghraif Ann Doherty i
dtaisce sa Chartlann cupla bliain 6 shin.

Digitiu ar an tSeanchas

Le maoinit 6 Chiste Maoirseachta na Comhairle
Oidhreachta agus 6 Eire Ildanach, rinne tan tSeirbhis
Cartlainne digitia ar roinnt bailidchain seanchais agus
béaloidis. Ba iad seo na taifeadtai seanchais a bhronn
Anne McMenamin agus Mary Phelan, an Donegal
Folklore project (1990s) agus an chartlann béaloidis
Sheoirse Ui Dhochartaigh. Ceapadh an comhlacht Crystal
Media leis an obair seo a dhéanamh. Mar chuid den
tionscadal, rinne an Dr Arlene Crampsie Ceardlann ar
Introduction to Oral History do phobail agus do ghrupai
oidhreachta, don tSeachtain Oidhreachta, sa Mhisaem.

Donegal County Council, Culture Division Annual Review 2024

Exhibitions & Events

Campaigns to promote the Archives Service took place
on social media during Explore Your Archive Week and
other events and festivals during the year.

Touring exhibitions were displayed at a number of
venues. The Archives Service brought archives out to
groups and gave presentations on a variety of historical
themes. A Local Government Archivists Group (LGARM)
exhibition commemorating 125 years of modern

local government was exhibited in County House. To
accompany it, a commemorative booklet was published
in collaboration with the Department of Housing,

Local Government & Heritage. The Archives Service
contributed to An Grianan Theatre’s 25 Year Anniversary
exhibition. During a year that included national and local
elections, the Archives presented an exhibition on the
theme of Elections in Donegal at the Archives in Lifford.
The Service also collaborated with the Museum on their
upcoming exhibitions.

In May, the archivist took part in the festival of Bealtaine,
along with the Museum, bringing archives and artefacts
to day centres and other community groups for Past in
the Present reminiscence sessions across the county.

A major collaboration between the Archives, Museum,
and the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI),
Belfast took place in 2024. A selection of international
photojournalist Ann Doherty'’s life work A Common
Humanity was exhibited in PRONI at their invitation.

The archivist spoke at the launch in September. The
extensive archive of Ann Doherty’s photographs had
been deposited in the Archives a few years ago.

Oral History Digitisation

With funding from the Heritage Council’'s Stewardship
Fund and from Creative Ireland, the Archives Service
digitised several oral history and folklore collections.
These were the oral history recordings donated by Anne
McMenamin and Mary Phelan, the Donegal Folklore
project (1990s) and the Seoirse O Dochartaigh folklore
archive. The company Crystal Media was appointed to
carry out this work. As part of the project, Dr Arlene
Crampsie gave an Introduction to Oral History workshop
for communities and heritage groups, for Heritage Week,
at the Museum.
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Forbairt na mBailituchan

| measc na mbailiichan a cuireadh i dtaisce sa
Chartlann in 2024 bhi: taifid toghchain lena n-diritear
abhar feachtais ¢ thoghchain 2024; taifid ghnd agus
tradala lena n-airitear 6 Sweeny's Hotel i mBéal Atha
Seanaidh; cartdn Donegal Vindicator; paipéir mhuintir
Harveys Bhéal Atha Seanaidh; cnuasach grianghraf
digiteach a bhaineann le Féile Mhdire an Chlochain
Léith; taifeadtai staire béil 6 phobal LGBTQ+ Dhun na
nGall; agus dha bhailiuchan shuntasacha 6 staraithe
aitiula. Bhi tabhartais nios LU ann fosta. Ullmhaiodh
bailiuchain eile le haghaidh digitithe i rith na bliana.

Tugadh conradh do chartlannai ar feadh tréimhse
ghearr le bailiichan de ghniomhais agus de
dhoiciméid dhlithiula Thiarna Liatroma a phroiseail, a
shértail agus a liostu. | measc na mbailidchan eile a

liostaiodh i mbliana bhi clair scoile agus leabhair rolla,

Combhairle Baile Bhéal Atha Seanaidh (trainse 2) agus
Combhairle Ceantair Uirbeach Bhun Cranncha (trainse
2) go pairteach.
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Collection Development

Among the collections deposited in the Archives in
2024 were: electoral records including campaigning
material from the 2024 elections; business and
trade records including from Sweeney’s Hotel in
Ballyshannon; Donegal Vindicator cartoons; family
papers of the Harveys of Ballyshannon; a digital
photographic collection relating to the ‘Mary from
Dungloe’ Festival; oral history recordings from the
LGBTQ+ Donegal community; and two significant
collections from local historians. There were also
other smaller donations. Other collections were
prepared for digitisation during the year.

An archivist was contracted for a short period to
process, sort and list the Lord Leitrim collection of legal
deeds and documents. Other collections listed this year
included school registers and rollbooks, Ballyshannon
Town Council (tranche 2) and Buncrana Urban District
Council (tranche 2) in part.



Comhoibriu le hEagraiochtai
Seachtracha

Chomhoibrigh an cartlannai, mar aon le baill eile
Ghrupa Cartlannaithe agus Bainisteoiri Taifead Rialtais
Aitiuil, le cartlannaithe &itidla eile, an Chomhairle
Oidhreachta, an Chartlann Naisiunta, LGMA, TUSLA,
Ranna rialtais, Cumann na gCartlann agus na dTaifead
(ARA) agus comhlachtai eile ar thionscadail naisitnta
éagsula agus saincheisteanna maidir le cartlanna,
caomhnu agus rochtain ar thaifid iar-thithe agus
instititidi maithreacha agus leanai.

| mi an Mheithimh, thug Coiste Staidéir Stairiuil
Acadamh Rioga na hEireann cuireadh don chartlannai
labhairt ag a gcomhdhail mhér ar Chartlanna, Rochtain
agus Cearta an Duine; agus thug sé léacht ar abhar
rochtana ar chartlanna na n-Udaras aitidil a bhaineann
le hinstitididi mar thithe contae agus tithe maithreacha
agus leanai.

| rith na bliana, bhi an cartlannai mar chuid d'fhoireann
a d'oibrigh go comhoibrioch ar thionscadal ‘Donegal-
Scotland’ a reachtail an Qifig Oidhreachta agus a thaistil
go Glascht agus Dun Eideann le haghaidh ceardlanna
poibli mar chuid den tionscadal i mi Dheireadh Fémbhair.

Foilseachan datheangach cuimhneachain an Ghorta
Mhéir Scanraithe faoina bhfuil i nDan: An Gorta Mor i
gContae Dhun na nGall a scaipeadh ar leabharlanna
agus ar scoileanna agus thug an t-udar an Dr Hilary
McLaughlin cur i lathair ar a cuid taighde sa Mhusaem.
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Collaboration with External
Organisations

The archivist, along with other Local Government
Archivists & Records Managers Group members,
collaborated with other local archivists, the Heritage
Council, the National Archives, the LGMA, TUSLA,
government Departments, the Archives & Records
Association (ARA) and other bodies on various national
projects and issues regarding archives, preservation
and access to records of former mother and baby
homes and institutions.

In June, the archivist was invited by the Historical
Studies Committee of the Royal Irish Academy to speak
at their major conference on Archives, Access, and
Human Rights; and gave a lecture on the subject of
access to local authority archives relating to institutions
such as county homes and mothers and baby homes.

During the year, the archivist was part of a team that
worked collaboratively on the Heritage Office run
‘Donegal- Scotland’ project and travelled to Glasgow
and Edinburgh for public workshops as part of the
project in October.

The bi-lingual commemorative Great Famine
publication The Consequences will be Fearful:The Great
Famine in County Donegal was distributed to libraries
and schools and the author Dr Hilary McLaughlin gave
a presentation on her research at the Museum.
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CHONTAE

OIFIG OIDHREACHTA
DHUN NA NGALL

COUNTY DONEGAL

Is é rol Oifig Oidhreachta Chontae Dhdn na
nGall na feasacht a ardu, comhairle a sholathar,
sonrai a bhailid, polasai a fhorbairt agus dea-
chleachtas a chur chun cinn maidir lenar
n-oidhreacht chulturtha, thogtha, seandalaiochta
agus nadurtha. Déanann si maoirseacht

ar fhorbairt agus cur i bhfeidhm Phlean
Oidhreachta an Chontae i gcomhphairtiocht

le Foram Oidhreachta an Chontae. Ceapadh
Oifigeach Foirne buan in Oifig Oidhreachta
Chontae Dhun na nGall i mi Bealtaine.
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ERITAGE OFFIC

The role of the County Donegal Heritage Office is
to raise awareness, provide advice, collect data,
develop policy, and promote best practice in
relation to our cultural, built, archaeological and
natural heritage. It oversees the implementation
of the County Heritage Plan in partnership with
the County Heritage Forum. A permanent Staff
Officer was assigned to the County Donegal
Heritage Office in May.






Plean Oidhreachta Chontae
Dhin na nGall

Sheol Virginia Teehan, Priomhfheidhmeannach na
Combhairle Oidhreachta, Plean Oidhreachta Chontae
Dhun na nGall nua i mi Bealtaine i gCaislean Loch
lascaigh. Is plean straitéiseach é an Plean Oidhreachta
Contae a aithneoidh, a chaomhnoidh agus a
bhainisteoidh ar n-oidhreacht thdgtha, seandalaiochta,
chulturtha agus naddrtha chomh maith lena cur

chun cinn agus bri a bhaint aisti. Mar chuid de chur i
bhfeidhm Phlean Oidhreachta Chontae Dhun na nGall,
choimisiunaigh Rannog an Chultdir, i gcomhphairtiocht
le hlonad Mellon ar son Léann na himirce, taighde
agus dearadh faoi choinne taispeantais ar shaol oibre
mhuintir Dhdn na nGall i réimse slite beatha in Albain
idir 1940 agus 1990. Reachtaladh imeachtai bailithe
eolais i nGlaschu agus i nDUn Eideann go luath i mi
Dheireadh Fémhair agus d'fhreastail 170 duine orthu.
Ta an tOifigeach Oidhreachta ina bhall de Mheitheal
Phlean Gniomhaiochta um Bithéagsulacht Dhin na
nGall, a bunaiodh faoi choimirce Fhéram Oidhreachta
Chontae Dhun na nGall
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COUNTY DONEGAL

County Donegal Heritage Plan

The new County Donegal Heritage Plan was launched
in May in Lough Eske Castle by Virginia Teehan,

Chief Executive of The Heritage Council. County
Donegal Heritage Plan is a strategic plan for the
identification, conservation, management, promotion,
and interpretation of our built, archaeological, cultural,
and natural heritage. As part of the implementation of
the County Donegal Heritage Plan, the Culture Division
in partnership with the Mellon Centre for Migration
Studies commissioned research for, and the design of,
an exhibition on the working lives of Donegal people

in a variety of occupations in Scotland between 1940
and 1990. Information-gathering events were held in
Glasgow and Edinburgh in early October attended by
170 people. The Heritage Officer is a member of the
new Donegal Biodiversity Action Plan Working Group
established under the auspices of the County Donegal
Heritage Forum.
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Ailtireacht dhichasach & Oidhreacht
Seandalaiochta

Tri Scéim Deontais Deisitichain Tui Chomhairle Contae
Dhun na nGall, a bhfuil gradam bainte aici, tacaiodh

le 30 miontionscadal deisitchain tui. Bainistionn an

0Oifig Oidhreachta agus an Oifig Caomhantais an scéim
tras-stiurthdireachta, rud a thugann sainchombhairle
d'tinéiri maidir le caomhnu na tui agus tugann maoiniu
faoi choinne miondeisitchain tui. San direamh sa
chomhoibriu tras-stitrthoireachta, fosta, bhi scéim
phiolétach ar an tionscnaimh saothraithe abhar tui,
coimisiunu tri ghearrscannan ar an tui a rinne tridr
déantairi scannain, tacaiocht do Scoil Tuiodéireachta
Chontae Dhuin na nGall nua i gCill Chluanadh Bheag agus
pairt i ngearrchursai a reachtaladh i Scoil Tuioddireachta
Dhuin na nGall. D'fheidhmigh an tOifigeach Oidhreachta
mar ionadai ar Lionra Oifigeach Forbartha na nUdaras
Aititil ar Straitéis na hOidhreachta Duchais Tégtha -
Grupa Stiurtha Tuioddireachta a bhunaigh an Roinn
Tithiochta, Rialtais Aititil & Oidhreachta.
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Vernacular Architecture &
Archaeological Heritage

Donegal County Council's award-winning Thatch

Repair Grant Scheme supported 30 small-scale

thatch repair projects. The Heritage Office and the
Conservation Office manages the cross-directorate
scheme that provides specialist advice to owners on the
conservation of thatch and allocates funding for small-
scale thatch repairs. Cross-directorate cooperation
also included the piloting of a sustainable growth of
thatch materials initiative, the commissioning of three
short films on thatch by young filmmakers, support

for the new Donegal Thatching School in Kilclooney
and contributing to short courses run in the Donegal
Thatching School. The Heritage Officer served as the
Local Authority Heritage Officer Network representative
on the Built Vernacular Heritage Strategy - Thatch
Steering Group established by the Department of
Housing, Local Government & Heritage.



Bhi Combhairle Contae Dhun na nGall ar cheann de na
seacht n-Udaras aitiula ar fad sa tir a fuair maoiniu
€20,000 6n Chomhairle Oidhreachta chun Seandalai
Pobail pairtaimseartha a cheapadh ar bhonn conradh ar
son seirbhise. Agus é ag obair leis an Oifig Caomhantais
agus le hlarsmalann an Chontae, chuidigh an Seandalai
Pobail le feasacht a ardu, comhairle a thabhairt,

agus dea-chleachtas a chur chun cinn maidir lenar
n-oidhreacht seandalaiochta, agus go sonrach, d'oibrigh
sé le grupai pobail agus le foireann na comhairle ar
chaomhnu na seandalaiochta ata le fail i 50 reilig ata faoi
choimirce Chomhairle Contae Dhun na nGall. Mar chuid
de chur i bhfeidhm Phlean Oidhreachta Chontae Dhun
na nGall, tugadh pairtmhaoinit d'Ollscoil Teicneolaiochta
an Atlantaigh i Sligeach chun tochailt seandalaiochta a
dhéanamh i nDiseart.

Donegal County Council was one of only seven local
authorities countrywide to secure funding of €20,000
from The Heritage Council for the appointment of a
part-time Community Archaeologist on a contract for
services basis. Working with the Heritage Office and
County Museum, the Community Archaeologist helped
to raise awareness, provide advice, and promote best
practice in relation to our archaeological heritage,

and in particular, worked with community groups and
council staff on the conservation of the archaeology
present in the 50 historic graveyards in Donegal County
Council guardianship. As part of the implementation
of the County Donegal Heritage Plan, part-funding was
provided to the Atlantic Technological University in
Sligo to undertake an archaeological dig at Disert.
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Tionscnamh Bailte Stairiula
na nGleannta

D’éirigh le Comhairle Contae Dhun na nGall €350,000

a fhail 6n Chomhairle Oidhreachta agus 6n Roinn
Tithiochta, Rialtais Aititil & Oidhreachta faoi choinne
Tionscnamh Bailte Stairidla na nGleannta. Is
comhphairtiocht é Tionscnamh Bailte Stairidla na
nGleannta idir Comhairle Contae Dhin na nGall (An
0Oifig Caomhantais & an 0ifig Oidhreachta), lontaobhas
Brian Friel, Ailtireacht Dedalus, Uinéiri réadmhaoine
agus an pobal dititil. Rinneadh oibreacha caomhantais
ar na Labhrais/Radharc an larnréid (teach mhéathair

an dramadora Brian Friel sna Gleannta) agus Teach
Cirte na nGleannta (ata ligthe ar léas d'lontaobhas
Brian Friel le hlonad Brian Friel a bhund). Is Struchtdir
Chosanta an da fhoirgneamh. | measc na n-oibreacha,
bhi deisituchain struchturtha, deisitchain ar an dion
agus ar an tsimléar, pointeail roghnach agus rindreail le
moirtéal aoil, deisilichan ar earrai uisce baisti, deisiichan
ar shaisfhuinneoga, sidinéireacht, bainistit fasra,
suitedil draenach Francai agus dabhai séarachais, agus
deisitichan ar bhalla teorann.

Mar chuid de Thionscnamh na mBailte Stairiula, fosta, bhi
oibreacha caomhantais ar gheata dirse cruaiche ar cuid de
chuirtealdiste Eaglais Naomh Cdnaill &, ata ina Struchtdr
Cosanta chomh maith. Mar chuid den tionscnamh,

fosta, péintealadh larsmalann Naomh Cdnaill, a bhionn &
reachtail ag an phobal, agus rinneadh feabhstchan ar an
rochtain ar an fhoirgneamh do dhaoine faoi mhichumas.
Coimisiunaiodh Imvizar le Conair Brian Friel a dhearadh

6 Na Labhrais go Teach Cuirte na nGleannta, agus
coimisitnaiodh an dearthoir gairdini agus an ldithreoir
teilifise Diarmuid Gavin le plean bainistithe tirdhreacha a
ullmhu do Na Labhrais. Rinne an tOifigeach Oidhreachta
agus an t0ifigeach Caomhantais cur i lathair mar chuid de
Thionscnamh Bailte Stairiula Rath Mealtain ag seiminear
gréasain Thionscnamh naisitnta na mBailte Stairilla a
d'6stéil an Chombhairle Oidhreachta i mi Eanair.
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Glenties Historic Towns Initiative

Donegal County Council was successful in securing
€350,000 from The Heritage Council and the
Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage
for the Glenties Historic Towns Initiative. The Glenties
Historic Towns Initiative represents a partnership
between Donegal County Council (Conservation Office
& Heritage Office), The Brian Friel Trust, Dedalus
Architecture, property owners and the local community.
Conservation works took place to The Laurels /
Railway View (playwright Brian Friel's mother’s home
in Glenties) and Glenties Courthouse (that has been
leased to the Brian Friel Trust to establish the Brian
Friel Centre). Both buildings are Protected Structures.
Works included structural repairs, roof and chimney
repairs, selective pointing and rendering with lime
mortar, repair of rainwater goods, sash window
repairs, carpentry, vegetation management, installation
of French drain and septic tank, and the repair of a
boundary wall.

The Historic Towns Initiative also involved conservation
works to the steel-arched gateway which forms part of
the curtilage of St. Connell's Church, also a Protected
Structure. The initiative also included the painting

of the community-run St. Connell’s Museum and the
improvement of disabled access to the building. Imvizar
was commissioned to design a Brian Friel Trail leading
from The Laurels to Glenties Courthouse, and garden
designer and television presenter Diarmuid Gavin was
commissioned to prepare a landscape management
plan for The Laurels. The Heritage Officer and the
Conservation Officer also presented on the Ramelton
Historic Towns Initiative at the national Historic Towns
Initiative webinar hosted by The Heritage Council in
January.



Oideachas & Feasacht

Bhi Seachtain Naisitunta na hOidhreachta ann i mi

Lunasa agus bhi breis agus 120 imeacht ar siul trasna na
tire. Déanann an Chomhairle Oidhreachta agus Oifigigh
Oidhreachta na nUdaras Aititil comhordu ar Sheachtain
na hOidhreachta. Chruthaigh an Qifig Oidhreachta Treoir
Imeachtai do Sheachtain na hOidhreachta i nDun na

nGall, rud a foilsiodh ar na nuachtadin aititla agus thug
siad marsantacht Sheachtain na hOidhreachta do lucht
eagraithe imeachtai saor in aisce. Thacaigh si, fosta, leis
an tionscnamh nua ‘Teach Oscailte Oidhreachta’ mar chuid
de Sheachtain na hOidhreachta. Ag gradaim Sheachtain
Naisiunta na hOidhreachta i mi na Samhna, ainmniodh
dha ghrupa oidhreachta, ata lonnaithe i nDUn na nGall,

do ghradaim naisiunta agus bhain Grupa Oidhreachta
Thamhnach an tSalainn Gradam na Nasc, na mBealai & na
Lionrai. Mar chuid den QOiche Chultuir i mi Mhean Fomhair,
sheol an t-ailtire Orla Murphy an leabhran Donegal
Traditional Shop Fronta & Signage i siopa Ernest Speer i
Leitir Ceanainn. Tugadh pairtmhaoinit d’Acadamh Rioga
na hEireann chun taighde a dhéanamh agus Atlas Bailte
Stairidla Bhéal Atha Seanaidh a chruthd, rud a sheolfar

in 2025. | gcomhphairtiocht le Seirbhis Leabharlann an
Chontae, rinne an 0Oifig Oidhreachta urraiocht ar cheithre
cheardlann Wonders of Wildlife do phaisti le hEanna Ni
Lamhna mar chuid de Wainfest chomh maith le deich
gceardlann Save the Bees do phaisti.

Tionscnaimh Fhiadhulra agus
Bhithéagsulacht

| gcomhphairtiocht le Seirbhis na bPairceanna Naisiunta
& an Fhiadhulra, sheol Malcolm Noonan T.D, Aire Stait
don Dulra, Oidhreacht & Athchdiritl Toghchanach, an
leabhar Native Woodlands of County Donegal le Sean

0 Gaoithin i bPairc Naisiinta Ghleann Bheatha i mi
Marta. Lean Oifigi Oidhreachta na nUdaréas Aititil agus
na hQifigi Bithéagsulachta, i gcomhphairtiocht leis an
lonad Naisitnta um Shonrai Bithéagsulachta, de bheith
ag déanamh urraiocht ar Ghradam bliantdil na nUdarais
Aititil do Phailneoiri mar chuid de Chomértas na
mBailte Slachtmhara le gripai aititla a spreagadh chun
gniomhartha ata badil do phailneoiri a chur i bhfeidhm
ina gcuid bailte agus sraidbhailte. Rinne an tOifigeach
Oidhreachta agus an tOifigeach Bithéagsulachta comhobair
ar roinnt tionscnamh a bhaineann leis an fhiadhulra
agus leis an bhithéagsulacht, mar shampla, urraiocht ar
cheardlanna agus daileadh foilseachan.

Education & Awareness

National Heritage Week took place in August with
over 120 events taking place across the county.
Heritage Week is coordinated by The Heritage Council
and Local Authority Heritage Officers. The Heritage
Office produced a County Donegal Heritage Week
Event Guide that was published in local newspapers
and provided Heritage Week merchandise for

event organisers free-of-charge. It also supported
the new Heritage Open House initiative as part

of Heritage Week. At the National Heritage Week
Awards in November, two Donegal-based heritage
groups were nominated for national awards and the
Mountcharles Heritage Group won the Connections,
Routes & Networks Award. As part of Culture Night
in September, the Donegal Traditional Shop Fronts

& Signage booklet by architect Orla Murphy was
launched in Ernest Speer’s shop in Letterkenny.
Part-funding was provided for the research and
production of the Ballyshannon Historic Towns Atlas
by the Royal Irish Academy that will be launched in
2025. In partnership with the County Library Service,
the Heritage Office sponsored four Wonders of
Wildlife workshops for children by Eanna Ni Lamhna
as part of Wainfest and ten Save the Bees workshops
for children.

Wildlife & Biodiversity Initiatives

In partnership with the National Parks & Wildlife
Service, the Native Woodlands of County Donegal book
by Sean 0 Gaoithin was launched by Malcolm Noonan
T.D., Minister of State for Nature, Heritage & Electoral
Reform, in Glenveagh National Park in March. Local
Authority Heritage Offices and Biodiversity Offices in
partnership with the National Biodiversity Data Centre
continued to sponsor the annual Local Authority
Pollinator Award as part of the Tidy Towns Competition
to encourage local groups to implement pollinator-
friendly actions in their towns and villages. The
Heritage Officer and Biodiversity Officer collaborated
on a number of initiatives in relation to wildlife and
biodiversity such as sponsoring workshops and
distributing publications.
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Is é rél Oifig Bithéagsulachta Chontae

Dhun na nGall feasacht a ardu, comhairle a
thabhairt, sonrai a bhailit, polasai a fhorbairt
agus dea-chleachtas a roinnt maidir leis an
bhithéagsulacht. Déanann si maoirseacht

ar fhorbairt agus cur i bhfeidhm Phlean
Bithéagsulachta an Chontae amach anseo i
gcomhphairtiocht le Foram Oidhreachta an
Chontae agus le Meitheal Bhithéagsulachta Dhun
na nGall. Is comhphairtiocht é Clar na nOifigeach
Bithéagsulachta idir an Chomhairle Oidhreachta
agus na hudarais aitiula.
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The role of the County Donegal Biodiversity
Office is to raise awareness, provide advice,
collect data, develop policy, and promote best
practice in relation to biodiversity. It oversees
the development and future implementation
of the County Biodiversity Plan in partnership
with the County Heritage Forum and Donegal
Biodiversity Working Group. The Biodiversity
Officer Programme is a partnership between
The Heritage Council and local authorities.
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Plean Gniomhaiochta um
Bithéagsulacht Chontae Dhin na nGall

Ta forbairt Céadphlean Gniomhaiochta um
Bithéagsulacht Dhun na nGall faoi lanseol, agus
forbairt comhphairtiochtai agus teagmbhail le pairtithe
leasmhara inmheanacha agus seachtracha ar bun in
2024. Anuraidh, ullmhaiodh agus feidhmiodh céim
chombhairlidchdin phoibli an réamhdhréachta, mar ar
lorgaiodh tuairimi an phobail, pairtithe leasmhara,
agus grupai pobail tri Chlinici Buail Isteach ar an
Bhithéagsulacht agus ceistneoir ar line le cuidiu linn na
mordheacrachtai ata roimh an bhithéagsulacht agus na
gniomhartha a d'fhéadfai a dhéanamh le dul i ngleic leo
a aithint.

Nuair a bheidh an t-aischothu faighte, dréachtéidh an
Oifig Bithéagsulachta plean, le tacaiocht 6 Mheitheal
Bhithéagsulachta Dhin na nGall, agus rachfar i
gcomhairle le comhaltai na Comhairle agus le hoifigigh
ar na bearta féirsteanacha a bheidh le cur san aireamh.
Cuirfear dréachtphlean i lathair ag cruinnithe de chuid
na Comhairle le faomhadh tosaigh a fhail sula mbeidh
préiseas Athbhreithnithe Phoibli ann nios moille in 2025.
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County Donegal Biodiversity
Action Plan

The Development of the first Donegal Biodiversity
Action Plan is well under way, with 2024 being a year
of partnership building and internal and external
stakeholder engagement. Last year saw the preparation
and roll out of the pre-draft public consultation phase
of the Action Plan, where views were sought from
members of the public, stakeholders and community
groups via drop-in Biodiversity Clinics and an online
questionnaire to help identify the key issues facing
biodiversity and potential actions to address these.

After feedback is gathered, the Biodiversity Office will
draft a plan, supported by the Donegal Biodiversity
Working Group, and liaise internally with Council
members and officers on appropriate measures to

be included. A draft plan will be presented at Council
meetings for initial approval before a further Public
Review process begins later in 2025.



Oideachas & Feasacht

Is rél tabhachtach de chuid na hQOifige Bithéagsulachta
réimse imeachtai agus gniomhaiochtai for-rochtana

a chomhordu agus a reachtail chun an fheasacht

ar an bhithéagsulacht agus an gniomhu ina leith

a ardu tri Sheachtain na hOidhreachta, Seachtain

na Bithéagsulachta, Seachtain na bhFalta Sceach,
Seachtain Naisilnta na gCrann, Wainfest, Bealtaine
agus laethanta naisilnta eile. In 2024, phleanail,
reachtail né6 mhaoinigh an Qifig Bithéagsulachta 45
imeacht, ina raibh tuairim is 1200 duine pairteach.

Mhaoinigh an Chomhairle Oidhreachta, tri Phlean
Gniomhaiochta um Bithéagsulacht an Chontae, 19 gcinn
de na himeachtai poibli nua spleodracha seo ar théama
na bithéagsulachta, imeachtai ina ndearnadh teagmhail
le lucht féachana 500 duine. | measc na n-imeachtai,
bhi loinneog bhreacadh an lae, Siuldidi Coillearnai, clair
eolaiochta shluafhoinsithe agus 'Taiscéal do Chladach’
ag Teach Solais Fhanada, Bun Dobhran agus Toraigh.

Le maoiniu a fuarthas 6 Sheirbhis na bPairceanna
Naisilunta agus an Fhiadhulra, trid an Chiste
Gniomhaiochta um Bithéagsulacht Aitidil, reachtail

an Qifig Bithéagsulachta clar imeachtai eolaiochta
sluafhoinsithe, suirbhéanna ar phailneoiri, taispeantais
gniomhartha praiticiula, ag ardu feasachta ar an
bhithéagsulacht, agus ag cuidit le nios mé taifid
bhitheolaiochta de chuid Dhian na nGall agus
gniomhartha praiticitla a chur i mbéal an phobail.

| measc bhuaicphointi an tionscadail, bhi sciuirdturas ar
leabharlanna Dhan na nGall, cainteanna do theaghlaigh
mar chuid de thionscadal Réalta an tSamhraidh,
teagmhail le fairtheoiri éan nua chun rannphairtiocht

a spreagadh i Suirbhé Ean Gairdin na hEireann agus a
ldmha ag éiri clabarnach agus iad ag cur ‘Siolta ar son
Beach’ i Leitir Ceanainn agus i gCarn Domhnaigh.

Education & Awareness

A key role of the Biodiversity Office is to coordinate

and deliver a range of outreach events and activities to
raise awareness and action for Biodiversity via Heritage
Week, Biodiversity Week, Hedgerow Week, National
Tree Week, Wainfest, Bealtaine and other national days.
In 2024, 45 events were planned, delivered, or funded
by the Biodiversity Office, engaging with approximately
1,200 people.

The Heritage Council, through the County Biodiversity
Action Plan programme funded 19 of these new and
exciting biodiversity themed public events, engaging an
audience of 500 people. Events included a dawn chorus,
woodland walks, citizen science programmes and
‘Explore Your Shore’ at Fanad Lighthouse, Bundoran
and Tory.

With funding received from National Parks and Wildlife
Service, through the Local Biodiversity Action Fund,
the Biodiversity Office delivered a programme of citizen
science activities, pollinator surveys, practical action
demonstrations, raising awareness of biodiversity, and
helping to put more Donegal biological records and
practical actions on the map.

Project highlights included a whistle-stop tour of
Donegal libraries, delivering talks to families as part
of the Summer Stars project, engaging with new bird
watchers to encourage a higher participation in the
Irish Garden Bird Survey and getting our hands mucky
whilst planting ‘Bulbs for Bees' in Letterkenny and
Carndonagh.
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Tionscadail Thabhachtacha
Bhithéagsulachta

Ciste Gniomhaiochta um
Bithéagsulacht AitiGil (CGBA)

Fuair Oifig Bithéagsulachta Chomhairle Contae Dhun
na nGall maoinit €98,982 6n tSeirbhis Pairceanna
Naisilinta agus Fiadhulra faoin Chiste Gniomhaiochta
um Bithéagsulacht Aitiuil le haghaidh 7 dtionscadal
bithéagsulachta:

1. Sconsai dibeartha Creachadoiri a
Chothabhail

Ba i priomhaidhm an tionscadail seo na sconsai
creachaddra a chothabhail do shéasur goir 2024 lena
chinntiu go raibh siad ag feidhmiu go héifeachtach
agus chun leanuint le monatoireacht a dhéanamh ar
lion na lapairi péruchain chun treochtai leanunacha a
oibriu amach.

2. Suirbhé Allamuigh ar Bhogaigh Dhin
na nGall 2024 an suirbhé leaninach ar
bhogaigh an chontae

Rinne Suirbhé Allamuigh ar Bhogaigh Dhin na nGall
2024 (DGWS 2024) suirbhé allamuigh ar rogha de
shuiomhanna bogaigh a aithniodh roimhe seo le linn
thionscadal Suirbhé Bogaigh Chontae Dhun na nGall
2022 (Crushell et al. 2022) nach raibh méran eolais
éiceolaiochta ar fail ina leith.

3.Bithéagsulacht Dhun na nGall a chur ar
an Léarscail

Chuir Comhairle Contae Dhun na nGall clar i gcrich a
chuimsigh gniomhaiochtai san eolaiocht saoranach,
suirbhéanna pailneoiri, taispeantais ghniomhaiochta
praiticilla agus ardu feasachta faoin bhithéagsulacht
chun cuidit le nios mo taifead bitheolaiochta ¢ Dhun na
nGall agus gniomhaiocht phraiticidil chun tacu leis an
bhithéagsulacht a chur ar an léarscail.

74

Key Biodiversity Projects
Local Biodiversity Action
Fund (LBAF)

Donegal County Council Biodiversity Office secured
£€98,982 in funding from the National Parks and Wildlife
Service under the Local Biodiversity Action Fund for 7
biodiversity projects:

1. Maintenance of Predator Exclusion
Fences

The main aim of this project was to maintain the
predator fences for the 2024 breeding season to ensure
they were operating effectively and to continue to
monitor the breeding wader populations to determine
ongoing trends.

2. Donegal Wetlands Field Survey 2024 the
on-going county wetlands survey

Donegal Wetlands Field Survey 2024 (DGWS 2024)
undertook a field survey of a selection of wetland sites
previously identified during the 2022 Counties Donegal
Wetland Survey project (Crushell et al. 2022) for which
little or no ecological information was available.

3. Putting Donegal Biodiversity on the Map

Donegal County Council delivered a programme of
citizen science activities, pollinator surveys, practical
action demonstrations and biodiversity awareness
raising to help put more Donegal biological records and
practical action to support biodiversity, on the map.
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4. Tionscadal Poruchan Lapai Oilean Thorai
- rannphairtiocht agus monatdireacht
pobail.

Chuidigh tionscadal Thorai le feasacht a ardu faoi luach
Thorai do lapairi péruchain agus le ceisteanna a thogail
amhail suaitheadh le ceithre imeacht a reachtaladh

ar Thoraigh don scoil, do chénaitheoiri agus do
chuairteoiri.

5. Iniuchadh Speiceas Dhun na nGall a
nuashonru

Tiomsaitear sa tuarascail speiceas seo liosta
cuimsitheach de na speicis fléra agus fungais (gan
miocroib san aireamh) atd le fail i gContae Dhin na
nGall. Braitheann sintéis an liosta seo go mér ar an
méid a chuireann na taifeadoiri aonair iomadula a
chuireann a dtaifid phearsanta agus a mbarulacha féin
chuig bunachair shonrai éagsula.

6. Tacaiocht chun an foilseachan ‘Birds of
Donegal’ a fhoilsi.

Beidh The Birds of Donegal, a scriobh an fear aitiuil
Ralph Sheppard ar an chéad chuntas iomlan ar éin uile
an Chontae. Taitneoidh sé le gach éanbhreathndir in
iarthuaisceart na hEireann, agus le daoine a bhfuil spéis
ghinearalta acu i dtimpeallacht naddrtha na hEireann.

7. Cuil Bhealtaine na hEireann a
thaifeadadh - stadas caomhantais a bhunt

Tionscnaiodh an togra comhphairtiochta seo le UCD
agus le go leor udarais aitiula chun dul i ngleic leis

an easpa taifead a rinneadh ar an chuil Bhealtaine le
déanai chun an liosta dearg leantach a bhi le déanamh
in 2022 a chriochnu. Rinneadh suirbhéanna tiomnaithe,
ar fud na tire, le linn 2024 agus diriodh ar gach cineal
gnathoige fionnuisce. Chuir an tionscadal fosta le
hacmbhainni a fhorbairt a chuideoidh le pobail/iascairi
a bheith rannphdirteach i dtionscnaimh san eolaiocht
saoranach amach anseo.
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4. Tory Island Breeding Wader project -
community engagement and monitoring.

The Tory project helped to raise awareness about
the value of Tory for breeding waders and flag issues
like disturbance with four events held on Tory for the
school, residents, and visitors.

5. Updating the Donegal Species Audit

This species report compiles a comprehensive list of
the species of flora and fungi (excluding microbes)
found in County Donegal. The synthesis of this list
relies greatly on the contribution of the many individual
recorders that submit their own personal records and
observations to various databases.

6. Support to publish ‘Birds of Donegal’
publication.

The Birds of Donegal, written by local Ralph Sheppard,
will be the first complete account of all the birds of the
County. It will appeal to all birdwatchers in the north-
west of Ireland, and to people with a more general
interest in the natural environment of Ireland.

7. Recording Irish mayfly - establishing
conservation status

This partnership project with University College, Dublin
and multiple local authorities was initiated to address
the lack of recent mayfly records to complete the follow
up red listing that was due in 2022. Dedicated surveys,
across the country, were conducted throughout 2024
and all freshwater habitat types were targeted. The
project has also started developing resources that will
help in engaging communities/anglers in future citizen
science initiatives.



Tacaiocht Grupa Pobail

Cuireann an Qifig Bithéagsulachta tacaiocht ar fail

do ghrupai pobail chun cuidid lena ngniomhartha
bithéagsulachta féin a bhaint amach. | rith 2024,
chuimsigh sé seo cuairteanna suimh ar neart Grupai
pobail agus Bailte Slachtmhara, tacaiocht glaonna
guthain, comharthaiocht agus tacaiocht duine le duine
chun a spasanna aititla a chosaint agus a fheabhsu
ar mhaithe leis an bhithéagsulacht. Chuidigh an 0Oifig
Bithéagsulachta fosta le hiarratais ar mhaoinit agus
chuir si tacaiocht phraiticiil ar fail ag céimeanna
éagsula. Rinne an tOifigeach Bithéagsulachta cur

i ldthair ar obair na hQifige Bithéagsulachta lena
n-airitear forbairt ar an Phlean Gniomhaiochta
Bithéagsulachta ata le teacht ag go leor imeachtai agus
ceardlann faoi stitir an phobail lena n-airitear dha
imeacht Lionra Rannphairtiochta Poibli.

Beartas agus Obair Straitéiseach

Ta rdl ag an Qifig Bithéagsulachta maidir le tacaiocht
a thabhairt do Chomhairle Contae Dhin na nGall chun
a riachtanais laistigh den Dleacht Bithéagsulachta (An
tAcht um Fhiadhulra (Least) 2023) a chomhlionadh
tri oiliGint roinne, tacaiocht tionscadail chaipitil/
athghinitna, de réir mar is g4, agus comhordu a
dhéanambh ar thuarascalacha bliantula Chomhairle
Contae Dhdn na nGall maidir le cur i bhfeidhm an
Dleachta Bithéagsulachta mar a éilionn an tAcht. |

rith 2024, chuir an tOifigeach Bithéagsulachta tus le
lionrd inmhednach tabhachtach le ranna éagsula de
chuid Chomhairle Contae Dhuan na nGall chun tionchar
a imirt ar fhorbairt beartais agus ar thionscadail
straitéiseacha. Airiodh leis seo ionchur i bhforbairt

an Phlean Gniomhaiochta Aeraide, an PAEP agus an
Phlean Turaséireachta.
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Community Group Support

The Biodiversity Office offers support to community
groups to help achieve their own biodiversity actions.
During 2024 this included site visits to numerous
community and Tidy Towns Groups, phone call support,
signposting and one-to-one support on protecting

and improving their local spaces for biodiversity.

The Biodiversity Office also assisted with funding
applications and provided practical support at various
stages. The Biodiversity Officer presented on the work
of the Biodiversity Office including the development

of the forthcoming Biodiversity Action Plan at many
community-led events and workshops including two
Public Participation Network events.

Policy and Strategic Work

The Biodiversity Office has the role of supporting
Donegal County Council to deliver on its requirements
within the Biodiversity Duty (The Wildlife (Amendment)
Act 2023) via departmental training, capital/
regeneration project support, as required, and
coordination of Donegal County Council annual reports
on the implementation of the Biodiversity Duty as
required by the Act. During 2024, the Biodiversity
Officer began important internal networking with a
variety of Donegal County Council departments to
influence policy development and strategic projects.
This included input to the development of the Climate
Action Plan, LECP and Tourism Plan.
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FOTHEIDIL GRIANGHRAF

Leathanach 9

Cruthaitheacht ag Teach Cuirte
Leifir, Cruinnit na nOg 2024
Grianghraf: Ruth Keough

Leathanach 11

Rannphairtithe ar Chlar
Ealaiontoiri & Meantoiri 2024 ar
an ardan le linn Oiche Chultdir
in Amharclann an Ghrianain.
Grianghraf: North West
Newspix

Leathanach 12

Pairc lan stucai lin Cur chuige
cruthaitheach chun fas
inbhuanaithe tui a chur chun
cinn mar gheall ar an tionscadal
“A Roof Over Our Heads".
Grianghraf: Fiachra Mangan

Leathanach 13

Coénaitheoir de chuid Brentwood
Manor ag baint taitnimh as
Teiripe Ainmhithe mar cheann
de thograi Chruthaitheacht sa
tSeanaois.

Grianghraf: Clive Wasson

Leathanach 15

Rannphairtithe, teaghlach agus
cairde ag oscailt an taispeantais
One Million Stars

Grianghraf: Clive Wasson

Leathanach 17

Ceardlann le Dave Swift le linn
Wainfest

Grianghraf: Central Library

Leathanach 18

Ceardlann leis an Dr Angela
Byrne le linn Wainfest
Grianghraf: Central Library

Leathanach 20

Grupa ban 6 lonad Acmhainni
Teaghlaigh Rath Bhoth ag
tabhairt cuairte ar thaispeantas
Mna na ngall

Grianghraf: Donegal County
Museum
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Leathanach 21

An t-Udar a bhuaigh duaiseanna
Sheena Wilkinson ag gabhail do
léitheoiri 6ga i rith Wainfest 2024.
Grianghraf: Paul McGuickan

Leathanach 23
An taibheoir MC Grammar
Grianghraf: Paul McGuickan

Leathanach 25
Am spraoi ag seoladh Wainfest
Grianghraf: Paul McGuickan

Leathanach 26

Cathaoirleach Clr Niamh
Kennedy ag Usaid pod
cruinnithe agus aiseanna
digiteacha i Leabharlann Pobail
Bhun Dobhrain.

Grianghraf: Noir Photique

Leathanach 27

Bernie Wilson le rannphairtithe
na péintéireachta aicrili ag obair
le linn Fhéile na Bealtaine
Grianghraf: Library Staff

Leathanach 28

La na hEorpa ag lonad Europe
Direct, Leitir Ceanainn
Grianghraf: Clive Wasson

Leathanach 29

Paul Lynch, udar a bhuaigh
Duais Booker, & chur faoi
agallamh ag an udar

Colm Toibin ag imeacht an
chlub Leabhar Ealain na
Léitheoireachta i Leabharlann
Charn Domhnach

Grianghraf: Library Staff

Leathanach 30

An taibheoir Maura Logue i rol
‘Nora Gallagher’ ag seoladh
Wainfest i gCaislean Dhun na
nGall

Grianghraf: Paul McGuickan

Leathanach 31

Seoladh Réaltai an tSamhraidh i
Leabharlann Dha Bhaile
Grianghraf: Library Staff

Leathanach 33

Anda Luma ¢ Chlar
Meantoireachta Ealaiontdiri
sna hEalaiona agus san
Ilchinealacht Chulturtha,

ar an ardan le linn imeacht
an Chabaret Domhanda in
Ambharclann an Ghrianain, ar
Oiche Chultuir.

Grianghraf: Ruth Keogh

Leathanach 35

| measc na rannphairtithe

i gClar Meantdireachta
Ealaiontoiri sna hEalaiona
agus san Eagsulacht Culttir
de chuid na Seirbhise

Ealaion, bhi ¢/d. Karen Quinn
(Scribhneoir, meantdir), Anda
Luma (Ealaiontdir), Kokou
Gogrey (Ealaiontdir), Deborah
Stockdale (Amharcealaiontdir,
Meantéir) agus Hanna Pidkaliuk
(Ealaiontair).

Grianghraf: Joe Boland, North
West Newspix.

Leathanach 37

Ed Devane ar an ardan ag
conair dealbhdireachta soilsithe
Turas Ur Artists Collective ag
Gairdin Theach na mBocht,
Leitir Ceanainn ar Oiche
Chultuir.

Grianghraf: Ruth Keogh.

Leathanach 39

Athghairm. Bailchrioch
cheilidradh 250 Amharclann

an Ghriandin Ceolchoirm Mhér
Chomortha i mi na Samhna. Le
linn na himeachta chonacthas
léirithe de chuid Moya Brennan,
EriG - compéntas damhsa
Bhreandain de Gallai's, Grupa
Dramaiochta agus Ceoil Leitir
Ceanainn, Cumann Ceoil

Leitir Ceanainn, Cumann
Geamaireachta Leitir Ceanainn,
Amharclann na nOg - An
Grianan, The Henry Girls, John
D. Ruddy agus Little John Nee.
Grianghraf: Paul McGuckin.

Leathanach 41

An t-amhranai agus giotarai
aitheanta 6 Bhealach Féich
Muireann Bradley ar an ardan
mar chuid d'Fhéile Ealaion

an Earagail in Amharclann an
Ghrianain i mi Idil, i ndiaidh di
dul i bhfeidhm ar lucht féachana
Hootenanny le Jools Holland ar
BBC 2 Oiche Chinn Bhliana.
Grianghraf: Donna El Assaad.

Leathanach 43

An t-ealaiontéir Sarah Lewtas
ag ullmhd do thaispeantas RCC
Samhradh 2024

Grianghraf: Declan Devlin

Leathanach 44

An t-iriseoir ceoil John Robb
i mbun sinithe ag seoladh
leabhair an RCC

Grianghraf: Michael
McGlinchey

Leathanach 45
Féile Punc Culture Shocks 2024
Grianghraf: John Soffe

Leathanach 46
Seoladh thaispeantas Ann Quinn
Grianghraf: Charlie Joe Doherty

Leathanach 49

Charlie Gallagher, Laoch
Ceilteach ar Oiche Chultuir
Grianghraf: Donegal County
Museum

Leathanach 51

An taispeantas Turas
Oilimpeach & chrochadh
Grianghraf: Donegal County
Museum

Leathanach 53

Cuairt a tabhairt ar an
taispeantas Obair Dheonach sa
Phobal

Grianghraf: Donegal County
Museum



PHOTO CAPTIONS

Page 9

Creativity at Lifford Courthouse,
Cruinniti na nOg 2024.
Photograph: Ruth Keough

Page 11

Participants on the Artists &
Mentors Programme 2024
performing at Culture Night
in An Grianan Theatre.
Photograph: North West
Newspix

Page 12

A field of flax stooks. A
creative approach to
promoting sustainable thatch
growth through the project “A
Roof Over Our Heads".
Photograph: Fiachra Mangan

Page 13

Resident of Brentwood Manor
enjoying Animal Therapy as
one of the Creativity in Older
Age initiatives.

Photograph: Clive Wasson

Page 15

Participants, family and
friends at the opening of the
One Million Stars Exhibition.
Photograph: Clive Wasson

Page 17

Workshop with Dave Swift
during Wainfest
Photograph: Central Library

Page 18

Workshop with Dr Angela
Byrne during Wainfest
Photograph: Central Library

Page 20

Women'’s group from Raphoe
Family Resource Centre visit
the Mna na nGall exhibition
Photograph: Donegal County
Museum

Page 21

Award-winning author
Sheena Wilkinson engaging
young readers during
Wainfest 2024.

Photograph: Paul McGuickan

Page 23
Performer MC Grammar
Photograph: Paul McGuickan

Page 25
Fun time at Wainfest launch
Photograph: Paul McGuickan

Page 26

Cathaoileach Cllr Niamk
Kennedy using meeting
pod and digital facilities in

Bundoran Community Library.

Photograph: Noir Photique

Page 27

Bernie Wilson with
participants of the acrylic
painting working during the
Bealtaine Festival
Photograph: Library Staff

Page 28

Europe Day at Europe Direct
Centre, Letterkenny
Photograph: Clive Wasson

Page 29

Booker Prize winning author
Paul Lynch being interviewed
by author Colm Toibin at the
Art of Reading Book club
event in Carndonagh Library
Photograph: Library Staff

Page 30

Performer Maura Logue
appearing as ‘Nora Gallagher’
at the Wainfest launch in
Donegal Castle

Photograph: Paul McGuickan

Page 31

Summer Stars Launch in
Twin Towns Library
Photograph: Library Staff
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Page 33

Anda Luma, Arts and Cultural
Diversity Artist Mentor
Programme, performing in
the Global Cabaret event

at An Grianan Theatre, on
Culture Night.

Photograph: Ruth Keogh

Page 35

Participants in the Arts
Service's Arts and Cultural
Diversity Artist Mentor
Programme included L/r.
Karen Quinn (Writer, Mentor),
Anda Luma (Artist), Kokou
Gogrey (Artist), Deborah
Stockdale (Visual Artist,
Mentor) and Hanna Pidkaliuk
(Artist).

Photograph: Joe Boland,
North West Newspix

Page 37

Ed Devane performing at
Turas Ur Artists Collective’s
illuminated sculpture trail

at The Workhouse Garden,
Letterkenny on Culture Night.
Photograph: Ruth Keogh

Page 39

Curtain call. The finalé of

An Grianan Theatre's 25th.
Anniversary Gala Concert

in November. The event
featured performances by
Moya Brennan, Breandan de
Gallai's Eriu dance company,
Letterkenny Music and
Drama Group, Letterkenny
Musical Society, Letterkenny
Pantomime Society, An
Grianan Youth Theatre, The
Henry Girls, John D. Ruddy
and Little John Nee.
Photograph: Paul McGuckin

Page 41

Acclaimed Ballybofey singer
and guitarist Muireann
Bradley performing as part of
the Earagail Arts Festival at
An Grianan Theatre in July,
following her memorable
appearance on Jools Holland’s
Hootenanny show on BCC 2
television on New Year’s Eve.
Photograph: Donna El Assaad

Page 43

Artist Sarah Lewtas
preparing for RCC Summer
2024 exhibition
Photograph: Declan Devlin

Page 44

Music journalist John Robb
signing autographs at RCC
book launch

Photograph: Michael
McGlinchey

Page 45

Culture Shocks Punk Festival
2024

Photograph: John Soffe

Page 46

Launch of Ann Quinn
exhibition

Photograph: Charlie Joe
Doherty

Page 49

Charlie Gallagher, A Celtic
Warrior on Culture Night
Photograph: Donegal County
Museum

Page 51

Hanging the exhibition An
Olympic Journey
Photograph: Donegal County
Museum

Page 53

Visiting the exhibition
Volunteering in the
Community

Photograph: Donegal County
Museum
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FOTHEIDIL GRIANGHRAF

Leathanach 54

Grupa Cli-mates, Scoil Mhuire,
Bun Cranncha ag An Dun
Riabhach le haghaidh imeacht
DACCHE

Grianghraf: Donegal County
Museum

Leathanach 57

Greanadh de Chaislean Dhin na
nGall, 1843, bronnta in 2024
lomha: Donegal County
Archives

Leathanach 58

Foireann Chomhairle Contae
Dhun na nGall taobh amuigh
de Theach an Chontae,
Leifear, 1959, bronnta in 2024
(Céipcheart Cartlann Chontae
Dhan na nGall)

Grianghraf: Donegal County
Council

Leathanach 60

Daniel Sweeney, Mark Blank
(taisceoir) agus Niamh
Brennan (cartlannai) agus
cartlann dhigiteach an uasail
Blank Fhéile & bronnadh ar an
Chartlann ag ionad seirbhisi
poibli an Chlochain Léith,
Ldnasa 2024

Grianghraf: Pat McCole

Leathanach 61

Le linn Fhéile na Bealtaine,
grupa staire on tSrath Ban ag
an Chartlann, Bealtaine 2024 (le
caoinchead: Cartlanna Chontae
Dhan na nGall)

Grianghraf: Donegal County
Archives

Leathanach 63

Tochailt seandalaiochta ag
suiomh oidhreachta Disert

ag bun na gCruach faoi stiir
Ollscoil Theicneolaiochta an
Atlantaigh, Sligeach agus
pairtmhaoinithe faoi Phlean
Oidhreachta Chontae Dhin

na nGall.

Grianghraf: Joseph Gallagher
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Leathanach 64

Baill d'Fhéram Oidhreachta
Chontae Dhun na nGall i
gcuideachta an Clr Martin
Harley (Cathaoirleach,
Comhairle Contae Dhun na
nGall), Clr Barry Sweeny
(Cathaoirleach, Féram
Oidhreachta Chontae Dhdn na
nGall) agus Virginia Teehan
(Priomhfheidhmeannach, An
Chombhairle Oidhreachta) ag
seoladh Phlean Oidhreachta
Chontae Dhun na nGall i
gCaislean Loch Eisc i mi
Bealtaine.

Grianghraf: Clive Wasson

Leathanach 65

Ag seoladh an leabhair Native
Woodlands of County Donegal
i bPairc Naisiunta Ghleann
Bheatha bhi (6 chlé go deas):
Joseph Gallagher, Oifigeach
Oidhreachta Chontae Dhun na
nGall; Sedn O Gaoithin, udar
agus Priomhgharraioddir i
bPairc Naisitinta Ghleann
Bheatha; agus Malcolm Noonan
T.D., Aire Stdit um Dhulra,
Oidhreachta & Athchdirithe
Toghchain.

Grianghraf: National Parks &
Wildlife Service

Baint lin. Mar chuid de churi
bhfeidhm Phlean Oidhreachta
Chontae Dhun na nGall,
coimisiunaiodh tionscnamh
inbhuanaithe abhar tui agus
léiriodh tri ghearrscannan chun
an proiseas fais agus bainte a
thaifeadadh.

Grianghraf: Conor Farren

Leathanach 66

Mar chuid de Thionscnamh
Bailte Stairiula na nGleanntach
agus i gcomhphairtiocht

le hlontaobhas Brian Friel,
criochnaiodh caomhnu agus
deisiUchain struchturacha ar
Theach Cuirte na nGleanntach.
Grianghraf: Joseph Gallagher

Leathanach 67

Coimisiunaiodh deisitchain
chaomhantais ar an taobh
amuigh agus ar an taobh

istigh de The Laurels - teach
mhathar Brian Friel sna
Gleannta - mar chuid de
Thionscnamh Bhailte Stairiula
na nGleanntach arna bhainistiu
ag an 0ifig Oidhreachta, an Oifig
Caomhantais agus lontaobhas
Brian Friel.

Grianghraf: Joseph Gallagher

Leathanach 68

In 6stan stairitil Dorrian’s
Imperial Hotel le linn a gcuairte
ar Bhéal Atha Seanaidh ta

baill d’Fhoireann Atlas Bhailte
Stairidla na hEireann agus
ionadaithe 6 Chomhairle
Contae Dhun na nGall agus

6 Ghrupa Athghinituna Bhéal
Atha Seanaidh O chlé go

deas: Jennifer Moore (Cuntoir
Eagarthoireachta, IHTA,
Acadamh Rioga na hEireann),
Judith McCarthy (Coimeéadai,
Musaem Contae Dhun na nGall),
Sarah Gearty (Eagarthdir
Cartagrafach & Bainistiochta,
IHTA, Acadamh Rioga na
hEireann), Barry Sweeny
(Grupa Athghinitina Bhéal Atha
Seanaidh), Alison Roche (Inion
Léinn SPUR, Ollscoil Mha Nuad),
An Dr. Angela Byrne (Udar,
IHTA Bhéal Atha Seanaidh,
Acadamh Rioga na hEireann),
An tOllamh Howard Clark, Bord
Eagarthdireachta IHTA), An Dr.
Joseph Gallagher (Oifigeach
Oidhreachta, Comhairle Contae
Dhudn na nGall), An Dr. Michael
Potterton (Cathaoirleach,

Bord Eagarthdireachta

IHTA, Ollscoil Mha Nuad),

An Dr. Ruth McManus (Bord
Eagarthoireachta IHTA, Ollscoil
Chathair Bhaile Atha Cliath)

& an tOllamh Anngret Simms
(Eagarthoir Comhairleach IHTA).

Grianghraf: Royal Irish Academy

Leathanach 71
Blath na Cuaiche san Earrach
Grianghraf: John Soffe

Leathanach 72

An 10 Cruinnit de Ghrupa Oibre
Bithéagsulachta Dhun na nGall
Grianghraf: Donegal County
Council

Leathanach 75

Caomhnt laltdg Eireann
agus diograiseoiri nua ialtog
ar shiuloid ialtég ag Coillte
Dhroim Bd

Grianghraf: Ruth Keough

Taitneamh 4 bhaint as siuléid
dulra treoraithe tri Ards Friary i
gcomhar le Nature North West
Grianghraf: John Soffe



PHOTO CAPTIONS

Page 54

Cli-Mates Group, Scoil Mhuire,
Buncrana at Fort Dunree for
DACCHE event

Photograph: Donegal County
Museum

Page 57

Engraving of Donegal Castle,
1843, donated in 2024
Image: Donegal County
Archives

Page 58

Donegal County Council

staff outside County House,
Lifford, 1959, donated in 2024
(Copyright Donegal County
Archives)

Photograph: Donegal County
Council

Page 60

Daniel Sweeney, Mark Blank
(depositor) and Niamh
Brennan (archivist) at the
handover to the Archives of

Mr Blank’s Mary from Dungloe
Festival digital archive at
Dungloe public services centre,
August 2024

Photograph: Pat McCole

Page 61

During the Festival of
Bealtaine, a history group from
Strabane at the Archives, May
2024 (Credit: Donegal County
Archives)

Photograph: Donegal County
Archives

Page 63

Archaeological dig at Disert
heritage site in the foothills

of the Bluestack Mountains

led by Atlantic Technological
University, Sligo and part-
funded under the County
Donegal Heritage Plan.
Photograph: Joseph Gallagher

Page 64

Members of the County Donegal
Heritage Forum pictured

with Cllr. Martin Harley
(Cathaoirleach, Donegal County
Council), Cllr. Barry Sweeny
(Chairperson, County Donegal
Heritage Forum) and Virginia
Teehan (Chief Executive, The
Heritage Council) pictured

at the launch of the County
Donegal Heritage Plan in Lough
Eske Castle in May.
Photograph: Clive Wasson

Page 65

Pictured at the launch of the
Native Woodlands of County
Donegal book in Glenveagh
National Park are (from left

to right): Joseph Gallagher,
County Donegal Heritage
Officer; Sean O Gaoithin,
author and Head Gardener at
Glenveagh National Park; and
Malcolm Noonan T.D., Minister
of State for Nature, Heritage &
Electoral Reform.
Photograph: National Parks &
Wildlife Service

Harvesting of flax. As part

of the implementation of the
County Donegal Heritage Plan,
a sustainable thatch materials
initiative was commissioned
and three short films to
document the growing and
harvesting process were
produced.

Photograph: Conor Farren

Page 66

As part of the Glenties

Historic Towns Initiative and

in partnership with the Brian
Friel Trust, conservation

and structural repairs

were completed to Glenties
Courthouse.

Photograph: Joseph Gallagher
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Page 67

Conservation repairs to

the exterior and interior of

The Laurels - Brian Friel's
mother’s home in Glenties -
were commissioned as part

of the Glenties Historic Towns
Initiative managed by the
Heritage Office, Conservation
Office and the Brian Friel Trust.
Photograph: Joseph Gallagher

Page 68

Pictured in the historic
Dorrian’s Imperial Hotel during
their visit to Ballyshannon

are members of the Irish
Historic Towns Atlas Team
and representatives from
Donegal County Council

and the Ballyshannon
Regeneration Group. From
left to right are: Jennifer
Moore (Editorial Assistant,
IHTA, Royal Irish Academy),
Judith McCarthy (Curator,
Donegal County Museum),
Sarah Gearty (Cartographic &
Managing Editor, IHTA, Royal
Irish Academy), Barry Sweeny
(Ballyshannon Regeneration
Group), Alison Roche (SPUR
Student, Maynooth University),
Dr. Angela Byrne (Author,
IHTA Ballyshannon, Royal
Irish Academy), Prof. Howard
Clarke (IHTA Editorial Board),
Dr. Joseph Gallagher (Heritage
Officer, Donegal County
Council), Dr. Michael Potterton
(Chair, IHTA Editorial Board,
Maynooth University), Dr.
Ruth McManus (IHTA Editorial
Board, Dublin City University)
& Prof. Anngret Simms (IHTA
Consultant Editor).
Photograph: Royal Irish
Academy

Page 71
Cuckoo Flower in Spring
Photograph: John Soffe

Page 72

1st Meeting of the Donegal
Biodiversity Working Group
Photograph: Donegal County
Council

Page 75

Bat Conservation Ireland and
new bat enthusiasts on a bat
walk at Drumboe Woods
Photograph: Ruth Keough

Enjoying a guided nature
walk through Ards Friary with
Nature NorthWest
Photograph: John Soffe
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ACRAINMNEACHA

ATU

ARA

DACCHE

DMEP

ED

ETB

EU

HSE

LECP

LGMA

FEP

OPW

RCC

READ DL

TG4

TUSLA
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Ollscoil Teicneolaiochta an Atlantaigh

Cumann Cartlann agus Taifead

Gniomhaiocht Dhigiteach ar Athra Aerdide le Timpeallacht Oidhreachta
Comhphairtiocht Oideachais Cheoil Dhun na nGall
Europe Direct

Bord Oideachais agus Oiliuna (Dhun na nGall)

An tAontas Eorpach

Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte

Plean Aititil Eacnamaiochta agus Pobail

An Ghniomhaireacht Bainistiochta Rialtais Aititil
Feisire de Pharlaimint na hEorpa

Oifig Na nQibreacha Poibli-

lonad Ciltdir Reigiunach

Léigh Dun na nGall (tionscadal léitheoireachta pobail)
Teilifis na Gaeilge

An Ghniomhaireacht Leanai agus Teaghlaigh
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ACRONYMS

ATU Atlantic Technological University

ARA Archives & Records Association

DACCHE Digital Action on Climate Change with Heritage Environment
DMEP Donegal Music Education Partnership

ED Europe Direct

ETB (Donegal) Education and Training Board
EU European Union

HSE Health Service Executive

LECP Local Economic and Community Plan
LGMA Local Government Management Agency
MEP Member of the European Parliament

OPW Office of Public Works

RCC Regional Cultural Centre

READ DL Read Donegal (community reading project)
TG4 Teilifis na Gaeilge

TUSLA Child and Family Agency in Ireland
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