
DOCUMENT 1



Group of Irish prisoners in Stafford Gaol, England, 1916.
Includes Joseph Sweeney, far left, back row, and Eunan McGinley 
(Courtesy of Military Archives)

Exercises

1.	 �From your reading of the education pack booklet chapter on County Donegal and the 1916 Rising, 
why were Joseph Sweeney and Eunan McGinley in Stafford Gaol?

2.	 Michael Collins is in this photograph. Can you spot him?
3.	 What did the Irish prisoners do while held in British jails in 1916?
4.	 When was Sweeney released? What did he do then?
5.	 �Read more about Joseph Sweeney’s activities during Easter Week and the War of Independence in 

his witness statement, see www.militaryarchives.ie.
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DOCUMENT 2



Extract from Joseph Sweeney’s Military Pension application form, 
in which he recalls his involvement in the 1916 Rising in the GPO, Dublin 
(Courtesy of Military Archives)

Exercises

1.	 What unit was Joseph Sweeney in during Easter Week?
2.	 Who were his two O/Cs (Officers Commanding)?
3.	 �What were his main activities during Easter Week and where was he based? To find out more, read 

his Military Pension application form (www.militaryarchives.ie) and the chapter County Donegal and 
the 1916 Rising. 
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DOCUMENT 3



Extract from Daniel Kelly’s Witness Statement, in which he recalls his involvement in the 1916 Rising. 
(Courtesy of Bureau of Military History, Military Archives)

Exercises

1.	 �From your reading of the education pack booklet chapter on County Donegal and the 1916 Rising, 
why do you think Daniel Kelly was arrested in Easter Week? 

2.	 What was the ‘Volunteer movement’?
3.	 Why did Kelly decide not to hide the rifle when the police arrived?
4.	 What was hidden in the wooden chest? Did the sergeant from Falcarragh find anything in it?
5.	 �Read more about Daniel Kelly’s activities in the War of Independence in his witness statement, see 

www.militaryarchives.ie  

 

County Donegal and the 1916 Rising
Document No. 3

County Donegal in 1916 : From the Edge
History and Heritage Education Pack



DOCUMENT 4



Photograph of Constable McGee who was killed on Easter Monday 1916 and a photograph of Constable 
McGee’s grave
(Donegal County Museum/Caroline Carr) 

Exercises

1.	 Where was Constable Charles McGee from? Where is he buried?
2.	 �Charles McGee was a member of the Royal Irish Constabulary. What do you think his main duties 

involved?
3.	 �From your reading of the education pack booklet chapter on County Donegal and the 1916 Rising, 

describe what happened to Constable McGee on Easter Monday.
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DOCUMENT 5



Photograph of Irish Volunteers on Easter Sunday morning, 23 April 1916, in the quadrangle of St. Enda’s 
school. Included in the back row (second from left) Conor McGinley; kneeling are Eunan McGinley and 
Joseph Sweeney (third and fourth from left) 
(Photo taken by John Kilgallon. Photograph courtesy of South Dublin Libraries/Éanna de Burca)

Exercises

1.	 �From a study of this photograph, dated 23rd April 1916, and from your reading of the education 
pack booklet chapter on County Donegal and the 1916 Rising, what do you think these men are 
doing?

2.	 Why were they in St Enda’s? 
3.	 Who owned the school?  
4.	 Where was Joseph Sweeney in Easter Week?
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DOCUMENT 6



Proclamation of the Irish Republic
(Oifig Thionscadal Cuimhneacháin 2016 / Ireland 2016 Project Office)

Exercises

1.	 Who signed the Proclamation?
2.	 When and from where was the Proclamation read?
3.	 What does the Proclamation state that the Republic guarantees?
4.	 What happened to the signatories of the Proclamation after the Rising was over? 
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