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NOTE TO MAP. 
The black line from Londonderry to Skibbereen roughly divides the poor Western districts of Ireland from the 

Eastern. These districts comprise rather more than a third of the area of the island, and contain one fourth 
of the population, viz.: 1,370,000 persons. In order to show the want of railway communications in these 
districts, the only existing railways have been marked by red lines. Their total length is 450 miles, being 
little more than one sixth of the total mileage in Ireland. 
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PREFACE 
--

IT ha been 'uO'()'e ted to me that the publication in 
,t pamphlet form of the letters recently a<1dre' Cll to 
The Time ' mio'ht be of sorvice in flll'ther (lirectino' lmolic b 0 

attention to the subjects discussed. 
I also take the 0pp0l'tunity which is thus afforded, to 

;L<lcl a paper privately circnla,tecl in Hl86 containing sugges­
tions for the pCl'mH.ncmt improvement of the conge. 'led 
portion.' of the \Ve ,t of Ireland. The map attached to the 
" , 'uo'ge ,tiolU:i " illllicating the great need for the extension 
of Light Hail ways or Tramways into the West of Ireland, 
is al 0 given. 

Since the publication in Tlte nme::; of the econd 
letter, advocating the extellsion of Hailway into the 
conge ' te(l tlistricts, the Chief Secretary for Ireland 
ha brought fonvard a Bill for this ohject, which for 
comprehensive grasp of the needs and circumstances of 
these districts, as well a ' for gellerOW:i boldness in clealing 
with them cannot he too highly commended, and which 
llenuuuh:i the gratitude and warm support of every true 
friend to II' land. 

The Bill lllay need some amendment in Committee, 
but in its chief provisions it lays the keel or foundation 
for those who may desirc to build upon it for the future 
regeneration of the West of Ireland. 

In its liheral pl'ovisions for the peculiar condition of 
ocicty exi -ting in the con"e 'ted lli~tricts of Ireland, Mr. 

Balfour\; mea 'me contains nearly all that 1 have for mallY 
J ears desired, and mged as the essential preliminary to any 
efforts which may be made perlllanently to romedy this 
unhappy condition. 

J. n. T. 
Hilc/tw, July, 1881). 





THE CONDITION OF DONEGAL. 

No. 1. 

TO TIlE EDITOR OF "THE 'rIMES." 

Sm,-The assertion recently made in the House of Commons 
and reiterated elsewhere of the existence of "widely-spread destitution 
and distress prevailing in the connty of Donegal, and the necessity 
for teps to be taken to avert a famine," has led me once more to 
visit this remote di~trict of Ireland. 

Donegal has always had a peculiar interest for me. It is the 
portion of Ireland which I first visited in the season of her direst 
Dcccssity. I spent some weeks here in the terrible famine winter 
of lR4G-7, assisting my frieud, the older William Fon-lter, in his 
noble efforts to relieve the existing distress, and to promote the 
formation of local relief committees thronghout the West of Ireland. 
Since that period I have at various times visited Donegal, and spent 
some weeks there in the spring of 1RRO assisting to relieve the distress 
which at that time existed. Since 1880 I have (excepting the year 
1KR7) spent a portion of each year in the \Ve. t of Irelalld, and was 
engaged for two months, in 188G, in distributing fieed potatoes on the 
islands and coasts of Mayo and Galway. 

I have thus had special advantages for forming an opinion upon 
the existence or otherwise of allY peculiar destitution at this moment. 
Everywhere I have been received in the most friendly manner by 
persons of all shades of l' ligious and political opinion, and, having no 
political object to serve, have heard opinions on all sides freely 
C'xpressed on the existing- condition of the people. 

III this visit I have had the advantage of the company of my friend 
~bjor RutIedge Fair, who until recently held the post of Local 
Government Inspector for this county, and who so ably assisted me in 
th' distribution of seed potatoes in 1886. 

c 



10 THE CONDITION OF DONEGAL. 

In speaking of any destitution or need for help III the county 
of Donegal, let me remark that, like Ireland, Donegal must be 
divided into east and west. In the ea tern half the idea of special 
destitution or distress would at all times be scouted. In the we tern 
half evidences of poverty are, unhappily, at all times pre ent among 
a very poor population, five out of six of whom are attempting to live 
on petty holdings of land at or under £4 annual valuation. 

My inquiries have therefore been confined to the two very large 
unions of Dunfanaghy and Glenties. These unions extend from 
Dunfanaghy on the north coast, to Killybegs on the south, thuR 
comprising the whole western coast of Donegal. This wide area iR 
Reventy-five miles in length by twenty to thirty in breallth, and 
contains a population of 5-:1<,000 persons, the Poor Law valuation of 
the two unions being £31,9-:1<9, or about 12s. per head. 

In these districts I have made minute illq uiries in to the condi­
tion of the people, and more especially inspected those portions of the 
union of Dunfanaghy which were pointed out to me as the poorest 
and most likely to need help. It is in this union that Falcarragh 
and Cl'OSS Roads are situated. The answer, then, after more than a 
fortnight's very careful inquiry, is to my mind cl ar ,and distinct. 

In these two unions it must be admitted that the crop of potatoes 
for the year 1888 ha undoubtedly been deficient. 'l'his deficiency 
varies in different portions of the same parish and even on adjoilling 
townlands. Thus it is difficult to mea me the exact deficiency. In 
some places the crop is said to be one-third below the average, in others 
only half a crop, and in some the deficiency is ~;ai<l to bc even greater. 
On the other hand, on well cultivated and good land the crop is said 
to have been an average one. Naturally the failure is mo t complete 
on the poorest lands and on those which are cultivated the WOI' t. 
This failure would undoubtedly have been very Rcrious had it not 
been for three causes :-

1. The unusually large potato crop or the year 1887, which 
enabled the people to keep a much greater number of pigs; these, 
when fed, were sold in October laRt at high prices (say £3 to £4-
apiece). Many of the small tenants had two or three pigs each. 

2. The extraordinary increase in the price of cattle and sheep, 
the numbers of which also appear to be unusually large. The value 
of the class of cattle raised in these districts has nearly doubled since 
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the autulllll of IH~7. Young OlLoek then worth .£2 am now selling 
at C-1<. , 'heep have also illt'reac:;cd in vallle fully -1<0 per ceut.; sheep 
which eighteelllllonthOl ago were uot worth 10s. al'e uow selling at 151:i. 

A reference to the Agricultural ~tatistics for 1~1:)~ shows how 
great the increase ill numbers has beeu of all classes of cattle in the 
two lluiolli:; of Glenties and DUllfanaghy (in the la.tter of which Fal­
c<\l'mgh and Cross Roads arc situa.ted). The figures arc as follows ;-

-- - ._-- - -

- . YUlIr1887. Yearl 88. Increase. 

Pigs ... ... ... ... ... 5,5 9 8,823 3,244 
Cattlu ... ... .. . ... .. . 31i,G54. 40,368 :3,704 
.'heup ... ... ... ... .. . 58,7!)(j 6U,873 11,077 

;~. Careful illq lIiry shows that the amollnt of money brought into 
the country last year by the migratory labourers, both by the 
children from the" Laggan " and the men from Scotland, was con­
siderably above the average of late years, and as thi' affects almost 
every family in the district it is of immense consequence. In 
addition to these thre sources of income, Lhe oat crop last year was 
large, and I was informe(l that the price and denmnd for kelp were 
last year very good, good kelp realising hom C:~ 10s. to .£4 per ton; 
but this latter indw:;try only affi'cls those who live on the l:iea-shorc. 

Thel:ie cam; 's have combined to place in the hands of the Lenants 
a larger alllOllnt of money than for many years past, awl have 
happily compensated them for the undoubted deficiency in the yield 
of potatoes. 

This deficiellcy has, of course, cOlllpelled Illany f~l,lllilieOl to use 
Indian meal Heveral months earlier than ill onlinary years. But it 
must be borne in mind that Indian meal at all timmi forms a staple 
portioll of the food of the p ·oplc, an(l the price this year ha:,; been 
nsually low and the quality excellent. 

Thi estimate of the cOlldition of the p ople is further confirmed 
by the fact that. :';0 far UR I ha\'c been able to ascertain, the debts 
due to the shopkeepers (alw:\)'fi large) have not increased. In some 
cases I was assured that they have been con iderably reduced, 
showillg that the tellants Jmve paid cash for Lho provisiolls which 
they required to plll'chas " 
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Let it not be suppo,;ed that Indian meal i!; Lhe only article which 
i,; purchased at the shop,;. The large q llalltiLy of tea, sugar, flonr, 
and white bread now consumed is, to my mind, an extraordinary prlJot' 
of the change in the economic requirements of the people that ha,; 
taken place since I first visited these districts in 1H-1<G-7, whell 
potatoes and a little oatmeal were their sole diet, and when hardly a 
store or shop existed, except in the towns. 

On a large number of the estates in these unions I find un 
inquiry that the rent,; due in November lasL have been well paid. 
On the other haud, there arc marked exceptions to this, and, chiefly 
on the estates of the ,;maller proprietor,;, many of the occupiers ha\'e 
not paid rent for foul' or five years or more. 

I have purposely avoided referring Lo oue large e,;tate III this 
disLriet, around which a violent Etorm of controversy i,; at this 
moment raging. I have carefully vi,;ited mall,)' portion!; of Lhi,; 
e,;tate, but fear to add anything IV hich might increase this unhappy 
controversy and tend, in however small a degree, to !es,;en the 
chances of an amicable arrangement of thi,; grievous di 'pute, 
injurious as it i,; to the interests of the UWlll'l' aud ruinous to the 
occupiers if persisted in. 

Another reason which influences me to this cuurse is my strollg 
desire to divert (if this be possible) the public mind ii:Olll the merely 
political aspects of the questions which affect Ireland in order to 
direct it to the cOllsidtration of such measures as are essential for the 
economic improvement of the congested di ,trict!;, noL only of Done­
gal, but of the whole of \\T estern Ireland. WiLholl t sllch measures all 
hope of any permanent improvement in their colltlition i,; delu::;ive. 

Referring again to the main object of Illy vi::;it, it is a real sati::;jac­
tion to me to be able to say that there appears to be nu need at 
Lhis moment for anxiety 01' for excepLional measures of relief in these 
districts. When I look back to the winter of IH7U-I:lO and lo lhe 
::;pring of 11:l86 on the Mayo and Galway coasts, I eallllut but 
eontra::;t favourably the pre eut state of these di::;tl'iet: with the 
di::;trel:;s which Lhen uudoubLedly prevailed. I have Hot dellied that 
there has been a failure to it con iderable extent in the potato crop 
of 181:l8, and have, I hope, conclusively shown my reaSOllS for 
thinking that relief measures are not now needed. At the same time 
I consider that the distribution of seed potatoes which has been 



made in porLions of DOllegal from a f\lnd ill the hands of the Roman 
l 'atholic Bi hop of Ra-phoe ctLllllOL fail to have been a n ·cful aud 

very timely aid to the smaller class of tenants, whose crops are always 

the poorest. 
Let me say that I huxe nevcr Ollce he:11'(l the word" famine" 

spoken of a ' applicable to the!'e di~tricts, nor has it ever been stated 

to me that" widely-spread destit utioll" 'xi -t '. That among a popu­

lation alway' poor :01110 may have felt more keenly than usual the 
pinch of poverty, or have not been abl ' to sow as large a breadth of 
potatoes as in other years, is not improbable, but this, I believe, is 
tIlt' won,t that has occurred or ha been sngg sted to me. I ha\'e 
bccn extremely struck anti gratified by the very strong opiuioll 
against relief in allY other ·hapc thall as paymcut for adual and 
useful work douc, cxpr '~scd by thc ROlllall Catholic Bishop aud clergy 
of the diocese, and indeed by all "holll r cOllsulteJ. This healthy tOlll' 

has, 110 doubt, ari 'en from th' llcep seu e which exi ts of the 
demoralisation which ha ' atLended almo t all past measures of relief. 
" Better far," sai<l a very thoughtful priest to mc, "let the people 
suffer a little thall do anything IIhich "ould make them mol" 
dependent on others for help." Although I am thus able to state 
that at the present time nu exceptional distrest; preyails, still I 
call not avoid pointillg uut that e\'en in the present year had 
it Hot been for the causes already specifi. d there would undoubtedly 
hayc beell a most serious ri k of widely-sprea<l distress. How 
this has been averted I have cndeavoured la explain. Briefly, 

the fact that so large a proportion of the population is attempting 
tu ::mbt;isL upun small patches of wet bog land, i!11poyeri~he<l 

by constant cropping, coupled with the total absence in the <lis­
trict uf allY paid labour for the lllale populatioll, must ever mak(' 
the chronic condition of these conget;tcd portions of Irelau(l a suurce 

or allxiety and alarlll. 
There is anuther point \\ hich has a most important bcarillg 

1l1lllU the chronic eondit.iun uf the people-namely, the fact that the 

populatioll of the POOl'l'st portions of t.hee uuiont; i considerably 
higher than it wa' beforc the gr 'at famine in 18.J.(j. This is 
the 11Iore noticeable when it i~' rcmembered that the population of 
Irelund ru a whole has dec},0a~ed more than 33 per cent. in the 
sallle perioll, and that 0110 I)Opulatioll of thc county of Donegal 
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has fa11eu from 296,000 to 206,000 persoll;;. Iu three of the larg 'ht 

and most populous pari;;hes in the uuions referred to t.he increase is 

as follow;; :-

-- Year 1841. YOfIl' 188L Increase. 
Population. Populalioll. 

Tullaghobegly (Falcarragh and Gweedorc) !l,049 !l,G36 587 
Tcmplccl'OIlC (Rosses and DUllglow) ... n,842 11,525 1,083 
Lettermac1LwarLl ... ... ... ... 2,475 2,547 72 

These arc the only pari hes in the COUllty in which thc population 

has increased. 
In some of the Lownland;; in the above parishes this illcrease is 

still more striking :-

184]. 1881. Increase. -- ropulation. Population. 

Allllagarry ... ... ... ... 3 4 (,36 252 
Cloughglass ... ... ... ... 18 Si) U 
Dl'ullumcart ... ... ... ... 2" 115 no 
Brillbck ... ... ... ... 3J :l 471 158 
Glasscrcho() ... ... ... ... 04 209 155 
l\1ecllaclaLldy ... ... ... ... 102 215 53 

/ 

How this increase adversely affccts th pre~ellt comlitiuu of the 
population may be shown by the stat!'melll that whenever it was 
melltioned to me t.hat a tuwlllunu was HpeciuJly Ileeding invest.igatiou 
I almost iuyariably fOlllld, un rd'rence to the CCllSU~ returns, that 

t.he popnlatioll was ]lOW larger than in 1841. 
'While, however, deprecatil1g allY measures of preSl'llt relief, I 

feel strongly it is iucumbent upon me lo urge t.hat it is the duty of 
the State without furt.her delay to take whatever steps may be 

ueeded to open up the country-by the extension of railways and 
the development of nshillg, or any ot.her industry which may be 
possible. Surely, aI~o, some plan might be devised in these (listricts 
for the periouical or mlllual introduction and sale on caRh terms of 

fresh seed, both of potatoes and oatH. .0l 0 gr ate l' b001l, 1101' one 
more cle;,ircd by the peoplc, cunld be cOllfcrred. i-lhonld the pre;,ent 
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sea on prove, as it threatens, wet and cold, the consequences resulting 
from a combination of bad weather and inferior seed might bring 
about a really serious crisis; and, further, it is evident that, though 
the people have been able to meet the present difficulty, the 
recurrence of a second deficient harvest this year would put too great 
a strain upon their already slender resources. 

'1'he length of Lhis letter must prevent any further reference to 
the chronic condition of Lhese unions or to any fuller notice of the 
details of the measures which appear needed to improve and 
de\Oelop these wild districts. 

The admirable reports and ~mggestiolls of the Royal Commission 
011 Irish Public \Vorks of 1887 -~8 really contain almost all thaL needs 
to be saidupoll this subj 'ct, but BhH'-books are not read, and I shall 
be grateful if YOll will allow me in a further letter to state what 
appear::; Lo me to be reCJuired in Lhe districts from which I write. 

I am, yours faithfully, 
J. H. T. 

Gwecdore Hotel. 
J1{O?) Ht It, J 889. 



THE CONDITIO~ OF DO JEGAL. 

No. 2. 

TO TIlE EDITOR OF "TIlE TIMES." 

Sm,-In my letter ill your issue of the 20th I asked permis. ion 
to state in detail the mea. ures which I ad\'ocat0 for permanently 
improving the conditioll of the wc tern lllliollS of DOll ·gal B ,fore 

doing so I wish to refer for a moment to t 11<' omission ill Ill)' former 
letter of any aUn. ion to Poor Law relief as a test of pov>rty. But 
owing to the practical abs 'Ilce of outdoor rt,li('f and the objection on 

the part of the peopk to enter the house it i" impos>:ibl(' to comider 
Poor Law relief as a r 'al test of poyerty ill I he"e and similar (Iistriets. 
Only the sick alld friendless will com-ient Lo 0111('1' the workho11se, and 
outdoor relief it> also ('ollfine(1 10 cascs of si('kllcl>s 01' infirmi(y. 

COllsequently out oi' a population of ;")+,000 in the two unions of 
Glenties am1 DUllfallaghy, the number of persons relie\'cd ill April, 
] HRS, and ISH!), were as follows: Indoor. April, 1SHH. 11!) : April. 

IHHD, 1115. Outdnor.-April, 1888, 7+ ; April, IHHH, no. 
The deficiency in (he potato crop ill 1 kHH 011 co again furc('s Ilf' 

to COllsider what arc tl1(' llll'aSnres needcd to drlclop the reSOlll'Ct''i of 
thp conntry, and, if pm;sible, to mitigate ill the fllture the chronic 
poverty which exists. 

Referring to tlw suggcstion in my prel'iollR letter that (he intro­

dllction of fresh seed, both oats and potatoes, i" mnch reqnirecl in 

'V c"t Donegal, it is uRefnl to point ont j hat since the rlistribntion 
of serd potatoes in the congested districts of 1-layo and Galway ill 
lRSG the potato crops there have been most prolific and singnlarly 
frre from disease, and upon all sides it iH admitted that the COJl(litiOll 

of the people has improved. I think provision Hhollld be made for 
thr supply of improved Scotch eecl potatoC's, and for this pllrpoRC I 

would suggest that depots should be e. tabl1sh d wherc, under proper 

snpcrvision, small quantities of seed-say, {mm lcwt. to +cwL-could 
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be purcha:;ccl at prime cost, to be paid for on delivery, by any of the 
small cnltivators of hmd in the neighbourhood. 

Everywhere I have found this propo:;al welcomed by all ex­
perienced persons, including numbers of the small tenants. The 
expense:; attendant upon the distribution might fairly be borne by 
the Government, but it should be laid down as a rule that no seed is 
to be given except for cash. 

The primary measnre, and that upon which the success of any 
other remedial lcgllilation depends, is, beyond all doubt, the develop­
ment and extension of the railway :;ystell1. It is everywhere stated 
to be the measure preliminary to all others for opening up the 
country. 

It is impossible that the fisherie:; can be extended or increased in 
districts which arc twenty-five to forty or more miles from a railway. 

Fish, when caught in (plantities, can hardly be sold at any price. 
\Vitnes what occurrecl tell days since at Dunfanaghy on the north 
coast. Haddock have been unusually plentiful, and large number::, 
caught. In the absence of ea.·y and rapid communication with the 
railway at Letterkenny, the price obtained was at the rate of 12s. Bd. 
for twenty-four dozen-about ~(l. each for fish varying from 21b. to BIb. 
in weight! This i:; all instance, in passing, of what constantly happens, 
an(l probably accounts largely for the want of energy und enterprise 
on the part of the fishing populution. I am perfectly atisned that if 
higher prices could be obtained it would immedia,tcly stimulate this 
mo ·t important industry. 

'l'he prices of all kinds of agricultural produce would also be 
increased, especially eggs and poultry, which are at present sold at 
ridiculously low prices. The (luantity of eggs exported from these 
districts is a very importallt item; eggs arc selling at Bd. per dozen 
and (a is the case in Normandy) all the small tenants keep fowls, the 
number of eggs is much larger than is generally supposed. At the 
above price the value of the eggs sold in the Dunfanaghy Union and 
carted, at a cost of 30H. per ton, to Letterkenny, ell route to London­
derry and England, iH estimated at over £10,000 annually.* 

Spring chickens, the size of grouse, were selling at 4d. to 6d. 
each. At the sume period (Muy) the price of eggs in the London 
markets was Is. per dozell, and of fowls Is. 6d. to 2s. each. 

* A SUlll nearly equal to bhe annual valua.tion of the whole Union. 

D 
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Thel'o is also a eOlleU1Tt.:llCe of opiuiou that tho::;e poor district 
could ill afford to bear any addition to the present very high local 
taxation which might re::;ult from the paymeut of a guarantee for the 
construction of a railway, although such a guarantee might easily be 
borne in the more wealthy portio)}::; of the county. This i::; needful to 
recognise, a::; many per::;olls favourable to the introduction of rail­
way::; stated they should be oppo::;ed to their introduction if they 
caused any additional taxation. The Goverument lllust, I believe, be 
wllling to make the railway::; irrespective of the amount of guarantee, 
or be content to limit it to a very low figure in the union::; of Dun­
ftmaghyaml Glellties, which contain 5.,1.,000 persons, onc-fourth of the 
population of the entire county-the Poor Law valuation of these 
unions beillg £32,000, onc-ninth of the valuation of the Co. Donegal. 

'1'he Hoyal Commissioners, in their report on railway., sugge::;t 
that the ))/,(t,virnuli& rate of guarautee should 1l0t exceed sixpence ill 
the pound-a illO ·t valuable recommeudatioll, which allows a latitude 
most necessary to be used iu dealing with impoverished union::; in the 
West of Ireland. 

'1'here is also a prepollllerance of opinion that railways, if intro­
duced, should follow the coast lino, where the main population exists. 
The centre of Donegal is a wild, mountainou::; district, with a very 
sparse and widely-scattered population. 

At presont the line from Lottorkenny to Londonderry i::; the only 
railway available for N orth-Westeru Donegal, aud LetwrkenllY is 
forty to fifty miles tli tant from a large portion of the populatioll. 
The poop le in aml around Glcnties make use of the Finn Valley 
Hailway at ~tranorlar, whilst the ::;outhern di::;tricts of the county 
arc served by the railway near the town of Donegal. Both these 
railway station::; are forty to fifty miles from the most distant portions 
of the Glentie::; Union. 

For the northeru and central district::; an extelll:;ion of the narrow­
gauge line from Letterkenny i::; most essential. This line would 
run Vi(b Kilmacrenan to Creeslough aud Dunfanaghy (the most 
important little town in the north-west), thence by Cross Hoads and 
Falcarragh through Gweedore to Dunglow or Burton Port, more 
than fifty miles in all. 

This would completely open up the mo::;t thickly populated 
districts in the uorth-wo::;t, aud, wherever fishing could be carried 
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ont, give a rearly means of communication with Lon<1ond(,lTY and 
Dublin, and has the advantage of facilitating the exodus of the 
people in search of work, an(] in many other ways benefiting them. 

The population thu. assisted would exceed 40,000 persons. In 
refel'l'nce to this .'nggestion, thp, ommisioners ill tlll'ir .'pcolld report 
on public works in 1'-) S recommend the cxten. ion of the narrow-gauge 

line from Letterk nny to Kilmacrenau, and although their recom­

mendation stops there, thpy point out that the line might, easily he 

extended as I haw snggested abo"e. 
In stopping at KilmatT!'nan the' railway woul(l he six or . eycn 

mile. ncar l' to (hp north-western coast, bnt won Id practically confer 
littk, if ally, bent'fit. A holder and more gencrolls policy is lll,('ded if 
the nnfortUltatc (listricls ar(' to bp really opelle(1 ont and civilised. 

The probable cost of this extension wanlll nnt lw less than 
.£22.),000; a rat of G(l. in the ponnd would add LG.'50 yearly to th(' 

already hea"y ta 'ation of t1w Dllnfauaghy mOll. 

Thi unioll now pays a ratc of 4c1. in the ponll(l a' its share of the 

guarantee for the Lctterke'nny Railway, forty or fifty miles di. tant 

from many of th ratepayers. 
I think a rate of 2(1. ill the pound woulcl bp the ntmost which, 

if any is deman(kd, the district llnc1l'r consideration can reasonably 

be aske(l to gnanw!et'. 
III the south or sonth midlaJl(l districts of Donegal the Com­

mis"ioners 0.1. 0 recoll1ll1elld that the Finn Yalley Railway shonld be' 
tapped at , trnnorlar, ancl a broad-gauge line constrnctl'fl across the 
centre of Donegal throngh a rery thinly-populatecl di. trict to Glentie 
an(1 tlll'IlCe to Killybegs on the sonth coast. 

With great (Jpfer 'nce to 1 he view of the Commissioners, I confe. s 
that I think this is not likC'ly to prove ])e'arly RO \I efnl as the :1lterna­

tin! plan (also cOII;:;i<lered thongh, apparently after mnch Iwsitation, 
not a.pprove(l by tlwm), to extend the narrow-gang!' line from 
DOllPgal town to Killybcgs-t he most important har1>onr in the 

county - awl po.'sihly thence' to Glenties. 
Another :-;nggcstl'(l line, apparently not considered hy the Royal 

ommissioners, is, I Vl'lltnre' to think, clllitk(] to wry carefnl 

aLtention. By making a short broad-gunge line of ahont fonrte'en 
mile' from Castle alclwell, on I he Emliskillen and BlIndnran Railway, 

to Donpgal, awl thence to Killybpgs, broad-gauge COllllllllllication 
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would thus be opened up between West Donegal and England 
vi(Z Greenore, and fish could be sent daily, without tran hipmeut, 
by this route. 

It has thus a marked advantage over the alternative exten­
sion of the Donegal line (upon the nurrow-gauge sy tem), which 
iu vol ves a transhipment on to the broad-gauge line at Stranorlar. 
An Act for the construction of the lille from Castle Caldwell to 
Donegal town was obtained in 1879, but,o\\ing to the di,turbed 
condition of the couutry at that time, the required capital could 
not be obtained, and the Act has now lupsetl. If the line-i.e., from 
Castle Caldwell to Donegal and Killybegs-were auopteu, a short 
extension-from a. point between the two latter towns-would easily 
connect the important distriet of Glellties with this system, and I 
hope as effectually serve that portion of Donegal. 

The total mileage from Castle Caldwell to Donegal, thence to 
Killybegs and Glenties, would be about forty miles; a somewhat 
shorter distance than the lille recommemIed by the C0Il1111i:-;sioller' 
from Stranorlar to Glellties and KillybegK 

[Some objections have be n made both in the papers and privately 
to my advocacy of the extension of the broad-gauge line from 
Castle Caldwell on Lough Erne to Donegal tOWll, and thence to 
Killybeg-; and it is urged that the narrow-gauge system which will 
shortly connect Donega.l town with SLranorlar and Londonderry 
ought to be continued from Donegal to Killybegs awl Glen ties. 

There is no tloubt considerable force in the arguments put 
forward for the adoption of this line both on account of the intimate 
connection of Londomlerry with the south of Donegal and Oll the 
ground of the snulller cost of the narrow ·gange allcl of its adapt­
ability to hilly districts. This doeR not, however, ill any way alter my 
strong conviction of L he importance of COlllH'ctillg Donegal town 
with the Great Northern syRtem, virt Castle Caldwell, ('veil if a break 
of gauge is needed at Donegal. The benefit of giving SOllth Donegal 
a second outlet and n. direct commullication with Or('cnore aud 
England mu tb, vcry con;;iderable. In saying this I have no wi;;h 
to undervalue or appear to lessen the importance of the port and 
town of Londonderry and highly appreeiate the prominent position 
which it holds in Donegal amI eLewherc. 

It has also been said that the mileage mentioned b,' me in 
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pointing out the advantages of the line from Donegal to Glenties, 
&c., over that from Stranorlar to Glenties, is not correct. I regret any 
error on my part, but I am quite unable, after careful examination, 
to discover how the longer mileage of fifty miles is made up. I trust, 
however, that all minor differences may be put aside and that a 
united and determined effort may be made by all Irishmen to ensure 
the pas ing of Mr. Balfour's very liberal scheme for the extension of 
railways in the We t of Ireland. Such a measure, if thrown out, is 
hardly likely ever to be offered again to the country.] 

A further most important point which should be noticed is the 
probability that the ratepayers in the districts between Castle Cald­
well and Killybegs would be able to pay the maxirn'wrn guarantee 
required, while in the poorer districts between Stranorlar and 
Glenties it is more than doubtful whether any part of the guarantee 
could be levied. rrhe importance of the harbour of Killybegs 
cannot, I think, be over-estimated; it is the only safe harbour for 
large vessels on a rocky and dangerous coaRt extending over 
100 miles between Lough Swilly to the north, and Broadhaven, 
on the west coast of Mayo, to the south. 

The quantity of fish caught in the vicinity of Killybegs is already 
large, and might be very much increaRed if direct communication 
were opened up between Killybegs and the east coast. Its value as 

. a naval station has never been fully recognised, and the construction 
of a deep-water pier, which could be undertaken at a moderate 
cost owing to its landlocked position, would render it a harbour 
of national as well as local importance. 

Let me once more Ray that, while there exists a variety of 
opinions a to the precise routes which might be adopted, there iR 
none whatever a. to the value and importance of the extension of 
railways into thcse v ry neglected districts. 

This letter, commenced in Donegal, I have been compelled to 
finish at home. The delay haR afforded me the great advantage of 
seeing the exposition of Mr. Chamberlain's views, as given in The 
Times of May 23rd, in reference to the crofters of Skye, and of know­
ing that his far more powerful advocacy is given to measureR, 'whether 
for Skye or Donegal, almost iueutical with the suggestions contained 
in this letter. 

If it is po sible to grant me space for a flll'ther letter bearing Oil 



22 TilE CONDITION OF DONEGAL. 

the social condition of the inhabitants of Donegal I should be 

grateful. 
I am, yours faithfully, 

J. H. T. 
Hitchin. 

May 25th, 1889 

P.S.-The development of the Fisheries seems to hold out the 
greatest prospect of success-and first as to insho1'e fi8hing. We 
heard the most distinct and favourable evidence of large qnantities 
of fish being taken along the coast. One instance was mentioned 
by a gentleman who had provided two boats of a slightly better 
class than those in ordinary use, which he managed in partner­
ship with the crows. In a short time, notwithstanding the 
present difficulties of transit, the men were able to earn from 
£14 to £20 each, and it was thought these profits would have been 
doubled had the railway transport been posRible. 

There is a general consensus of opinion that large quantities of 
fish are to be found on the" great banks," at a distance of from fifteen 
to twenty miles from the mainland, bllt at present the want of 
suitable boats prevents the fishermen from facing the dangers of the 
terrific Atlantic storms which sweep this wild and rugged. coast. 
Occasionally a few Manx or Scotch boats fish with great success on 

these banks. 
So far as my inquiries extended, there are at present very few 

(perhaps not half a dozen) boats on the West Donegal coast in which 
deep sea fishing in any but the calmest weather coulJ be carried 
out, The great majority of what arc called fishing boats are simply 
undecked sailing or rowing boats of various "izes. It is hardly 
necessary to point out that profitable fishing 11nder s11ch circum­
stances is an impossibility, and owing to the want of deep water 
piers or places of refuge, it would at present be unwise to supply 
many decked boats of a better class. 

After the wasteful expenditure of money on piers in the past it 
requires anyone to consid.er, with the utmost care, where deep water 
piers, other than that at Killybegs, can be really beneficially placed. 
All I would suggest is, that a survey of a few of the principal fi;;hing 



LETTER NO. Hi. 23 

stations along the West Coast ;;honll1 be maue to ddermine where 
such piers or harbours could be safely constructed. The places 
suggested to me were :-

Port·na·Blair (nc,tr Dunfanaghy), 
Bur-ton POl·t, 
Glen lIarbour, Glencolumbkill. 

All along the coast lobsters are caught in large numbers and 
sellt weekly to Liverpool by steamers. When caught they arc 
placed in cages in the water and are thu' kept alive till the steamer 
passes, but unfortunately fish canllot he (reated in this manner and 
must be Rent daily and rapillly to a market. 

1L must not be overlooked that technical education in fishing us 
\\'ell as in other industries is also much relluired, and the great success 
which has attellded the Baltimore Fi 'hing Industrial School leads 
onc to hope that some effort will be made to encourage the formation 
of similar institutions in Donegal. 

The other industrieH, such as stocking knitting, frieze and flannel 
making, would, no doubt, be beneficially affected by the -proposed 
rail ways. I was mnch gra.tified to notice the large quantities of 
home-made flannels and friezes in the various sLores I visited. 
At Glellties the very extensive trade in weaving and stocking and 
glove knitting, introdnced many years since and fostered by the 
Messrs. Mc])evitt, :tre too weE-known te; need any comment from me. 
1lrs. Erum;t Hart am1 ~li:-,:-, Roberts are also most usefully helping 
to encourage local industries.-J-. H. T. 



The foUolVing Railway::; are e::;pec'tally /'eqltired 1,n the 

congested dist1'icts of ULSTER AND CONNAUGHT. 

DONEGAL (NORTH). 

1. Continuation of Railway from Letterkenny by 
Cresslough to Dunfanaghy and Burton Port. 

DONEGAL (SOUTH). 

2. Railway from Donegal Town by circuitous route to 
Killybegs, with extension to Glenties .. 

3. Extension of Great N orthel'll line from Castle 
Caldwell or Pettigoe to Donegal Town. 

4. Railway from Ballyshannon to Sligo. 

MAYO. 

5 Railway from Ballina to Killala and Bclmullet. 
6. Railway from Westport to Newport (short line). 

GALWAY. 

7. Railway from Galway Town to Oughterard and 
Clifden (coast route). 

8. Continuation of Railway from Tuam to Claremorris. 

Other short lines are needed in the Southern Counties 
of Ireland, but in the absence of personal knowledge I do 
not venture to mention them. 
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~o. :3. 

TO TlI J.; EDITOR OF "TITE TIMES." 

Rm,-As any n,ttempt to clelineat' the condition of the congested 
district" of Donegal would be wholly incomplete without some 
ref('rence to the Rocial liC· aud HlUTolmdings of the peasantry I shall, 
with your permission, l'ndeavour, as hortly as possible, to indicate a 
few of the principal featllre' of this social condition, which has so 
important a bearing UPOll the economic and political aspect of the 
pre ent situation. The cplCstioll, as a whole, is too large and complex 
to bring within the limits of a letter. 

The knowledge that RO mallY thousands of llly fellow-creatures are 
living Oll the verge of poverty, in homes which in England we should 
regard as unfit for human habitation, and which no saui tary 
aulhorily in this couutry would allow to exist for a day, ha always 

htilllulated me in my dforts to improve this condition and to 
clllleavollr to illduce those in power to devise methods for its 
anH'lioralion. How can it be possible to Hecnre a healthy social tone 

wl1l're thousands of p '()ple, not only the poorest, but even those in 
fairly good circumstances, arc living in dark hovels tilled with smoke, 
the ouc living room, with its Illud floor, occupied by large families, 
mell, women, and children, who squat at onc cnd around the peat 
fire, whil' the live stock, cows, horse, donkey, pigH, awl poultry­

their number varying according to the wealth of the occupant-are 
herded together at the olher ( That an amount of bodily health and 

freedom from disea e, ullknowll in our great cities or even ill our 

couutry towllS, cau exi't under the 'e circum tances may well be one 

of the marvel of the civilis·d world. 
The pur' mountain air and the anti. eptic qualities of peat smoke 

mml, indeed, be potellt agencies in enabling human beings to live 
and thrive in such surroundiuf.{";. )1' one the less, it il:i a condition 

E 
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which, when once realised, it i impossible to forget or to cease most 
earnestly desiring to amend. 

In a previous letter I have pointed out certain measures specially 
required for developing the resources and earnings of the people­
viz., extension of railways and encouragement of fisheries, 
technical schools, weaving, &c. ; but in addition to the e variou 
industries, which require capital and tate aid for their development, 
it is of the utmost importance that every endeavour should be made 
by those who guide these people to promote individual effort and 
habits of thrift, self-reliance, and cleanliness in their hOllses, &c. The 
mere cleansing of the houses and the removal of the cattle, filth, &c., 

from the living room would effect a marvellou ' tran formation, and 
to some extent remove the aspect of squalor and mi-;cry which so 
forcibly impresses a visitor unacquainted with the habits of the 
people. ~ or is it less important to induce them, by attention to the 
increa ed cultivation and drainage of the land, and improvement in 
the breed and rearing of stock, to make the b· t ue of whatever 
advantage::; they may individually posses'. It is difficult to over­
estimate the bellefit which might result if the imperfecLly-developed 
resources of the soil and the unused musch·s of thousands of illle 
hands and arms were made the best us ' of. 

In nearly all the estates in the Duufana<rhy 1 nion, amI more 
or less in Glenties, the people have grazing right over very wide 
ranges of rough mountain lands, which, with a little attention to 
drainage, would feed at least double the amount of stock now kept. 

Take, as an illu tration, the 800 to 1,000 holdings on Captain 
Him; Gweedore e tate. The average rent per holding which, in 
1887, it was arranged the tenants should pay, is le ' than £1 
per anllum. 

For this trivial sum (5d. per week) the tenants usnuJly possess 
from two to five acres of arable (or, rather, diggiug laud, for ploughs 
are unknown here), anu the right to graze their cattle over an 
area of mountain land exceeding 10,000 acre. 

At present the 800 tenants who enjoy the right have, it is 
computed, at least 2,000 head of cattle and 5,000 sheep. 

Is it too much to assume that this wiue extent of land might 
suppor1 twice this amount of stock? 

These tenant have, in aduition, free right to use all the turf 
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they can burn, amI all the seaweed they can collect, both for 
manure and for the manufacture of kelp by those living on the 
sca coast. 

On the adjoining estate (~lr. OIphert's) the tenants have generally 
larger holdings of arable land, and u 'nally of a omewhat better 
(IUality; the rent· varying from 1£5 . to £3 10s. per annum on the 
poorer Lownland ,and from £3 to £5, or in rarer cases £6 to £H, 

per holding on the better townland. The rental of the whole 
of ~lr. Olphert's estate averages about £3 per holding, and plough ' 
are used on OlUe of the farms. These tenants have also free 
turbary and seaweed, but pay small sum for the right of grazing-
2d. per head, I believe, for heep, an(I Gd. each for cattle per annum. 

In reviewing the cOll(lition of the people thus circum tanced, I 
cannot conceive that the payment of rent has any material influence 
in can~ing whate\'<.'r poverty exi. ts, or that its ab ence would remove 
this povcrty. How cau the payment of a weekly um ranging from 
.)(1. to 1~. 8 cl. , or on larger holdings from :2 . to 38. per week, be the 
cause of their present condition? 

To my mind, th causes of the impoverished state of this cla, s of 
pea~al1ts, whether in Don gal or in other districts imilarly situated 
in the West of Ireland, mu t be songht for elsewhere. Three cau es 
chiefly must strik(' the impartial inquirer, whieh apply equally to 
Donegal and to other conge ted district :-(1) The ab ence of 
employment or paid labour for the ma.le population, and in Donegal 
this is . peciall)' the ca e in the Union of DUllfanaghy and in the 
norl;hern portions of Glentics. (2) The overcrowded condition and 
increasing nmnbers of a population attempting to live on small 
holdings of land of very poor quality, subject to frequent subdivision. 
(:3) The aI/parent inability of the people to make the best use of the 
resources which thpy posses. 

In the absence of paid labour at home, the migration during 
thc spring and snmmer months, either to the Ea t of Ireland, 
,'cotland, or England, of nearly every man, boy, and girl able 
to work is, in fleveral parishes of Donegal, resorted to. I wa~ 

informed by onc prieRt tha.t from his parish, containing about 
7,000 persons, nearly 1,000 boys and girls, of ages varying from nine 
to fifteen, go annually to the" Laggan " (a local term for the eastern 
portions of the province), and 800 to 1,000 men amI boys go to 
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, cotland and England, for the summer all(l autumn harvests. The 
total earnings thus brought home cannot in ordinary years be le s 
than £8,000. 

In an adjoining pariHh the clearanc during the snmmer is so 
complete that only thof;e unfit for work are left behind-the nnmber 
of the e being so small that the chapels (always overcrowded ill 
winter) arc said to be almost empty during the Sllmmer monthR. III 
marked contra t to this, wc find that in and around the neighbour­
ing parish of Glentie ' the number of migratory labourer.' iH very 
small, owing to the large amount of wages (several thousands a y ar) 
paid by Messrs. McDevitt for knitting, weaving, &c., which, with other 
work, proveR a sufficient inducement to prevent the girls from going 
to the "Laggan." Another point important to notice is that the 
farm in the Glenties district are somewhat larger than tho e in the 
other parishes referred to; hence some agricultnral employment iR 
given, and few of the mell arc compelled to go to Scotland for work, 
though a considerable number of single people emigrate to America. 
The wages earned by the migratory labourers will average from £2 to 
£4 each for the boys and girls, and for the men from £5 to £8 each 
for the season. If wc take the number of migrants from each family 
at onc man and onc child only, the earnings would range from £~ to 
£ L 2 for the summer work. In other families, two or even three 
children may seck employment, and thus add proportionately to the 
fi.tlllilyearnings. The majority of the families will also possess and be 
able to sell annually a "small beast," two or three sheep, and u 'ually 
two pigs, which together will realise a further sum of £8 or £10, and to 
these may be added £1 to £3 for the sale of eggs and poultry. There 
is also some earning from knitting and weaving. Altogether, from 
these combined sources, the money realised in ordinary years by the 
majority of the tenants cannot be less than, say, £15 to £2.3 per 
annum, in addition to the milk of the cow and the produce from onc 
to one-and-a-half acre of potatoes, the same quantity of oats, free turf, 
and more or less monntam grazing. These remarks are intended to 
apply to tenants who hold from three to five acres of arable land. 

Looking at this condition as a whole, it may seem onc which an 
English labourer might envy; but it mu t never be overlooked that 
the potato crop, grown often year after year on wet bog land, is 
constantly liable to partial failure; that, when this is the case, no 
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pigs can be fed; that sometimes, as in 18B6, no "price" can be 
obtaincd for the small cattle; and that, owing to stagnation of trade 
in England or Scotland at various times, little wages can be earned 
by the men. The position of these small tenants is at such times 

undoubtedly a deplorable one. 
These fluctuation ha\"e led to the dismal outcries for help which 

have so frequently b en repeated in late years. 
~ or must it be forgotten that in the 'e small communities, as well 

as in all others, a number of either aged or shiftle s persons, or of 
weak families, exist, in which the men or children are unable to go 
abroad for work or are incapable of properly cultivatiug even a 
smaller quantity of land than the average mentioned, and by whom 
also the" little cow," so important for the family to keep, cannot be 
retained. Snch familieH, in the absence of employment at home, are 
thus thrown entirely for their snstenance upon the produce of the 
small holding, and must at all times be very poor, and in bad seasons 
011 the verge of starvation. As to the exact proportion of this class 
to the whole it i difficult to speak, for the general aspect of the 
houses and clothing of the people varies little. But undoubtedly 
there exiRts, side by side with a fairly good condition, a very 
considerable amount of chronic abject poverty, which injuriously 
affects the condition of the whole commllnity; and, unfortunately, 
whell assistance is really needed for this poorrl' class, the demand for 
it i~ made by the whole. We all know of analogous conditions at 
home, and how, as at the East End, 'when public aid is given, the 
whole poorer population of the neighbourhood is d morali cd. lIow 
often this demand has of late years be n made for the congested 
districts is only too well known. In the years 1879-80, in 18B3, and 
again in 1886, an urgent clamour has arisen from these (listricts of 
Donegal, and once more this :spring; but, as I have sought to show, 
with little or no foundation in fact at present. 

It cannot be regarded as satisfactory or desirable to perpetuate a 
bocial condition in which it is needful for children, of ages varying from 
nine to fifteen, to leave their homes during the spring and summer 
and be employed, chiefl.y in agricultural work, in a di!:!tant part of the 
country, withouL oversight or care. Nor, in connection with the 
migration of the men, can it be otherwise than injurious to the 
cultivation of the small holdings that the righLful tiller of the ground 
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I:;hould be compelled to neglect the land during so large a portion of 
the year. Still less can it be regarded as satisfactory that the 
exigencies of the preseut system almo t compel further subdivision 
of the small holdings, in oruer to supply the wants of an increal:;ing 
population, in districts 1:;0 conl:ltantly liable to fluctuations of ea 'on 
and crop as to make it uncertain whether a portion of the inhabitants 
can be supported unle's public charity comes to their aid. 

The uncertainty thus engendered and the influence it exerts upon 
character is, as might be expected, disastrous in weakening self­
reliance and in demoraliRing the people by the constant hope or 
expectatioll of charity. 

Whil ,t writing upon the social and economic condition of the 
people, it is impossible to avoid all reference to the pr sence of "the 
Plan of Campaign" on certain estates in a portion of Donegal which 
has of late attracted so much attention. I did not find that the 
tenants, though uniting in the" Plan," and suffering themselve' to 
be moved hither and thither like pieces on a chess-board at the will 
of the players, objected individually to the payment of rent, nor did 
they appear to entertain hostile feelings to the chief resident land­
lord, though undoubtedly strong feeling does exil:lt against" land­
lordism," whatever this term may convey to their minds. Nor can 
this cause surprise whon we recall the addresseE> and written appeals 
made to the tenants, in which their poverty and other evils which 
afflict them are usually attributed to the existence of" landlordism." 
Indeed, so far as I could gather, the views upon the land question 
held by many of those to whom the people look for guidance seemed 
to me almost identical with those of the Socialist leaders in England. 
The term "prairie value" with the one takes the place of the 
"unearned increment" 111:;ed by the other; and the right of the 
tenants of Donegal to hold their lands at "prairie value" is demanded 
with equa,] frankness, as is the right of the occupiers of ground-rents 
or other property in London to the "unearned increment" demanded 
by the Socialist leaden.. What the influence of this teaching would 
be at the East End of Loudon if the social conditions were the same 
it is not difficult to gness. The difficulty of arriving at any settle­
ment between those who demand "prairie value" on the oue 
hand, and those who adhere to "judicial rents," or reason­
able reductions on the other, will be eviden t. Nevertheless, 
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many conversations with persons interested on both sides, 
have made me aware that a strong feeling exists in favour of a 
speedy settlement of the questions at issue. The leaders of the 
people cannot shut their eyes to the injury which this long-continued 
struggle causes both in its moral and material aspects. The 
influence of the sanction given to the repudiation of a debt in the 
shape of rent which the tenant is able to pay, does not, as they are 
aware, end there. I more than once heard the opinion expre sed 
that it would no longer be tiafe for the shopkeeper to give the usual 
cr ·tlit from the fear that the shop debts would stand next on the list 
for repudiation-a most seriou matter for the small tenants, who 
depend during certain portions of the year upon the shopkeeper for 
the daily or weekly supply of necessaries, which arc paid for with 
money earued ill Scotland or elsewhere or when the sale of the cattle, 
&c., is efi'ectecl. It was, therefore, with much satisfaction that I 
heard, even on the part of some extreme partisans, a willingness 
expretised that the whole of the questions in dispute should be 
submitted to arbitration un the basis of sale and purchase by the 
tenants under Lord Ashbourne's Act-onc arbitrator to be appointe(\ 
by cach i:lide, with an umpire to be gelected either by the Land 
Commissioners or as might be mutually arranged. Another 
suggei:ltion has been made, that the whole of the matters in dispute 
might, if the parties int rested were willing, be left to the arbitration 

of the Land Commissioners. 
In coming to the conclusion to suggest an attempt to settle the 

rent difficulties in Doncgal on the basis of sale and llUrchase undcr 
Lord Ai:lhbonrne's Act, I do so after much careful thought and 

cleliberation. 
I have for many yeari:l advocated the conversion of tenants who 

occupy sufficient land to enable them to maintain their families into 
0\\ ners, but the difficulties which surround the conversion of the 
smallest class of tenants into owners have hitherto appeared to me so 
considerable as to rendcr it unwise to attempt any extensive applica­
tion of the Ai:lhhourne Act to th m. 

The conclusion has, indeed, heen forced upon me from a sense ot 
the gravity of the present position and the conviction that a victory 
for either Hide on the existing ha -is would in no sense bring with it a 
permanent settlement, so ardently to be desired in the interests both 
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of landlord and tenant. In illm;tration I,t me mention that I was 
informed that no rents had at the time of my visit to Donegal 
(May) been received by the landlord on the Owe dore estate, although 
onc and a-half year's rent \Va. then due under the so-called settle­
ment, so very aclvalltageous to the tenants, which was arrived at ill 
~ovelllber, 1887. In advocating the extension of the Act I do not 
overlook the existence in Donegal and elsewherl' of a limited number 
of very poor townlamls, in which little, if any, rent has been obtained 
for four, fiVfl, or even nine years, and which Sl'em almost beyond the 
powers of legi lation in the direction in(licate<i to benen t or deal with. 
The existing powers of the Land Act are ample, I believ', to enable 
the Commissioners to deal with the bulk of the propertie8 ull(I,1' 
review, yet many considerations lead me to the conclusion that, if any 
attempt should be made by the Goverull1ent Lo Lake up the que. tioll 
of the congested districts as a whole, some special legi. lation will be 
required. The rights of mountain grazing, turf cuttillg, as well a. 
questions affecting drainage, will also reqmre very careful COll­

sideration. 
'l\vo reasons have frequently been mged against advancing 

money to the smallest class of tenants-Cl) the doubt of the 
adequacy of the secnrity for the advauce and of the ability of 
the tenants to pay the in talments regularly; (2) that ~mbclivisiotl, 
being unchecked, would go 011 with increased force. As to th' 
fir-t, many inquiries made on the pot have led me both to hope 
and believe that the greatest effort· would be made by the 
purchasers to insul'\' the due fulfilment of their obligations. Happily 
wc are not left to mere conjecture to enable mi Lo form an opinion 
on this point. The Land Commis ion el'S have already sallctionell 
the 'ale and pnrcha'e of similar small holdings in a few cases, 
one of which is in the contre of the district uncler review. In 
this, as well as in other instances alluded to, I am informed on 
the best authority that the instalments have be 'Il paid with the 
utmost regularity. The towJlland above mentioned (Luwer Beltony) 
is situated within a short distance of Falcarragh, and formed a 
portion of the Olphert estate. Its total area ot 26:3 acres 
was occupied by thirty-six tenants; the rental waR £8!); the 
annuities are f.(j(); fourteen of the holclillgs were uncler five acres, 
thirteen under ten acres, nille under twenLy acres; thirty-oHe were 
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valued under £4, five over £4 and under £10; the smallest area 
was one acre two roods, and the lowest valuation 15s. This property 
wa sold three years ago at seventeen and a-half years' purchase, 
and the annual in talments, which include the purchase of the 
land as shown above, ar considerably less than the former rent­
viz., former rent £89, annuity £06. The holdings are in every 
re. pect similar to many other portions of the Olphert estate, though 
larger than most of the holdings on the Hill estate at Gweedore. 
The annual in talments of these small Beltony landowners have 
been regularly paid, 111 striking contrast to the rents of the adjoining 
tenants, who have joined the Plan. In driving through the district 
we were suddenly struck by th evidence of unusual care and 
of superior cultivation of some small holdings of land, and found 
we had come upon the recently-enfranchised landowners of Beltony. 
In conversation with th men, who were busily engaged on the 
land, we found, in pite of an occa ional grumble, that they seemed 
well contented with their po ition. 

"The work's hard, yeI' honour, but there's pleasure in it," was the 
ultimate result of our inquiries. 

No better illustration could be wished for or furnished of the 
influence and stimulus of ownership than these lands afforded. 

Ju t beyond these little proprietors we came upon a small estate 
owned by a lady who is held by her tenants in the highest esteem. 
When they found that this lady was a friend of ours they crowded 
around u to shake hands and make u welcome for the" good lady's" 
Rake. " he is a nice woman, yeI' honour. D'ye see the big wall 
that she had built to shelter the lands and to give us work? And she 
made us a road right up into the bog," &c. "Yes, she's a good 
woman." But as I saw and admired what had been done I confess 
that I was no longer surpris d when I remembered that our friend 
had shortly before informed m; that out of a rental of £200 to £300 
a year he had one year only received 4s. 9el. as her share of this snm ! 
How few can afford to own land on the e terms: That which struck 
me most forcibly, however, was that, so far a could be ob erved, there 
wa no such improvement in the cultivation of these holdings as wa 
RO evident on the land of the small purcha el'S adjoining them. They 
were undoubtedly walled in, and the hou es, which had been white­
washed at the" good lady's" expen e, were much neAter; otherwise 

F 
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there was no perceptible difference in the cultivation or improvement 
of the lands which di;;tinguished them from those of adjoining 
tenants on other estate . 

Let anyone who doubt. this visit for him elf the wild valley of 
Upper and Low r Beltony. The Beltony e.tate i.' not the only 
in tance, I am glad to know, in which ;;mall tenants have become 
purcha Cl'S, and in which the annual ill. talment,; 11(u'e been paid with 
extreme regularity. 

The econd reason urged against peasant proprietor hip i that 
subdivi ion of the land will, when the control of the landlord i 
removed, still further increas '. How small the landlol'll',; power has 
been in this direction may be inferred from th· fact that both ub­
division and population have illcrea d to a greater extent in ome 
of those di tricts than in any other part of Ireland,* alld th opllllon 
of tho e best able to judge (with whom I havc cOllver:-;ed) i· 
distinctly in favour of the view that the infiuellce of oWller:;hip 
would tend in the direction of les euing subdivisioll. The experience 
gained as to the inAuellc' of' purcha. e under the hurch Tempo­
ralities and Land Acts in Ireland also favours this presumption. The 
evil of subdivision is, how0ver, onc which must b· grappled with, 
whether the cultivators of the soil continuc as tenants or are 
transformed into owners of land. 

The question still remain', what influences in the interest of the 
people can properly be brought to bear upon the conge t ·d district. 
which shall effectually check the further Hllbdiviion of the 
impoveri hed land ? 

The benefits which it is hoped may re. ult from the introduction of 
railways and the development of fi heri s, c., will be of slow growth, 
and can, as even the mo t sanguine arc aware, aflcet only a portion 
of the population. 

A few years ago the word "migmtion" pos ess d a peculiar 
charm in certain quarters, but it will be admitted by tho e who mo-t 
warmly supported the movement that the attempt to carry it out 
ended in signal failure, and I fe I a -ured, although the money voted 
for thi object in ] 883 remains untouched in th Trea 'ury, that 
migration wiII not again be 'eriously attempted. 

I am well aware that the suggestion of 'migration will be 

.. S~e Letter on the Condition of Donegal, TO. 1. 
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received with horror more or less real by some among your 
readers. Neverthcle s, for the ake of thousands who to-day 
might have been living in plenty or even wealth had they not 
been hindered from ~wailiug themselves of the help offered by the 
Act of 1882-3, I shall once more be bold enough to urge that 
in the congested district of Ireland as isted emigration (of, if it 
were po sible, coloni ation) shall be placed within easy reach of 
every 'uitable family, or even of' individuals, who may desire to 
avail themselves of it, side by side with the other remedies proposed 
for the social and economic benefit of' the people. To ensure the 
'uccess of any such measure I would urge, among other safeguards, 
that emigration should be carried out under officers specially 
appointed for the service, and not by the Poor Law Authorities, in 
order to avoid any ri k of the emigrants being regarded as paupers. 
To those who doubt the benefits of emigration and its applicability 
to even the poorest people in the e district " let me recommend to 
their notice an article in the Nineteenth Oentul'Y for March, 18 9, 
containing very remarkable evidence of the comfort and well­
doing of a number of families selected from the poorest hovels of' 
Mayo and Galway in 1883-4, given in a letter from the priest who 
accompanied the people to St. Paul, Minn.* It has been loudly 
as erted that emigration is "unpopular" and "opposed to the 
instinct of the people." Even those who say so cannot shut their 
eyes to what i going on around them, and I do not hesitate to say 
that the exact revel' e is true, and that emigration is most popular. 
If not, why do thousands leave weekly, and why, in the face of the 
strongest warnings, do the people fly even to countries where both 
the language and customs are unknown to them? It will be said 
why, then, assist emigration further? The answer is that, large as 
are the numbers going from Ireland generally, the proportion 
leaving the conge ·ted districb i, owing to the poverty of the 
people, much too small to give the relief which is needed. In proof 
of thi I may ay that since the assi -ted emigration carried on by 
our Committee cea ed ill 1885 I have each year received from the 
conge ted di tricts applications repre enting many hundreds of people 
who a·k to be assisted to join their friends, very few of whom, I 
regret to say, I have been able to hIp. 

* A portion of this letter is given on p. ·16. 
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There are many other points affecting these districts which may 
well demand thoughtful attention, but ah'eady I have occupied your 
valuable space at too great a length, and I will only add that I have 
to ask those who may differ from me in the suggestions which I have 
thrown out, to give to them as careful and patient a consideration as 
is possible. 

My only object in writing is to propose some remedies for a 
condition of society in the West of Ireland which all true friends of 
the people. of all shades of opinion, must lament. 

I am, yours faithfully, 
J. H. T. 

Grindlewald, Switzerland. 
June 924-th. 



SUGGESTIONS 

FOR THE DIPROVEl\1ENT OF THE CONGESTED DISTRICTS 
OF IRELAND, WIUTTE IN 1886. 

In thiti, my eighth VlSlt during r cent years to the Wetit of 
Ireland, I have again been profoundly impre 'sed with the condition 
of chronic mi cry-the ever-exi'ting tleJ:;titutioll of the majority of 
the mall holders of land. The failme of the potato crop brings 
thi· dreadful condition forcibly Up Oil U " and for a time wc feel that 
it i uubearable, and with J:;uch kindly aid as i in our power wc seck 
to relieve it, and save the peopl' from the fate whieh woukl other­
wi e overtake them. But thi relief, however indispenoable for the 
moment, doeti not and canDot reach down to heal the permanently 
impoverished condition of the people overwhelmed with the burden 
of hop debts and arrears of ront. For this, more continuous and 
heroic remedie arc needed. The fact that the small holdingb of 
worn-out land cannot tiupport the cro" d d population is no longer a 
debateable qlle~tion. It is unanimously borne "itnef's to. From 
priest, or landlord, or tenant ther ' is but onc response: "Without 
other means of earning money there it! nu po,;sibility of living out of 
the land." "The living isn' t in it, rent or no rent, yeI' honour!" And 
can it be oth rwise? Coru;ider chil, with its thou. and families, of 
whom three-fourths arc living on holdings::;o small that th rental or 
valuation does not exceed thirty shillings a year each-and few 
of the remainder exceed £4 a year! Take another instance III 

Connemara of 1,000 familie ' attempting to live on 1,700 acre of 
arable bog land, mere patchml of J:;oil lying among great boulders. 

The time for inquiry or speculation ha past; the necesoity for 
action i · acknowledged, and the question now is what tihall that 
action be? Is there, or is there not, in thee district · any industrial 
occupation which can be developed or employment given, or must 
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that employment be ought elsewhere? Looking at the long line of 
sea coast the an 'WCI' seems spontaneously to arise: ". urely for those 
familie living on the 'ea shore is not this employment to be found in 
the encouragement of the fishing industry? thi and no other 'eems 
practicable." But even 0 the (plestion i · not wholly answered, for 
constantly is the illlluirer met with the as 'ertion that the terrific force 
of the Atlantic, and the fr ''luency and violence of ,torm ', render 
fishing 0 precarious and uncertain that it cannot, as now carried out, 
be depended upon for maintenance. 

This i everywher evidenced by the statements made as to the 
10 'of boat and n t ', involving a constant need for co tly renewal 
of materials. The frequent interruption ' and delays in the -ailing 
of the gunboats, detailed by the Admiralty to ru: ist in the distribution 
of the seed potatoes thi priug, prove ' that even for powerful ve,els 
the tormy coast is no imagiBary hindrance to the development of the 
fishing trade. Nor should it be overlooked that doubts arc in ome 
quarters entertained as to the preence of fish in large quantitie at 
11 hort distance from the shore. It is even aiel that the fi 'h, 
formerly plentiful on the coa t , of the i 'lands of Arran and Boffin, 
have disappeared. ..I. onc the less it i ', as has b '11 ~aid, the one 
indu try which appear to open a door of hope for the employment of 
such of the familie ' as are living on the sea coast, and as such is it 
not imperative that an attempt should be mad to d v lop it to the 
utmost? 'With the uncertainty which burrolllld" the whole que tion, 
and the cot and extent of any inve tigations conducted on acale 
large enough to be really exhaustive, it seems evident that no private 
individual or company can be expected to umlertak them. Further 
than this, illve tigations ought to be mad !:limuitaneollsly at variOll ' 
places on the coa t ', and to be effectual should be carried on over a 
lengthened period, and might involve an outlay of some thousands 
of pound. The funds neces ary can alone be looked for from the 

tate, and in pointing to the Treasury a!:l the 'ource it mn.y not be 
amiss to remind objectors that for years past at 'hort interval, 
these districts have been amI even now are the recipients of grant 
and other measure, of relief from the Imperial Exchequer, which 
might no longer be needed should the inve tigation ' prove atisfactory 
and result in the profitable establi!:lhment of fi herie . 

On the other hand, if the 'e invetigatioll!:l proved un atisfactory, 
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and that (as some fear) fishing on the West Coast of Ireland cannot 
be made a profitable industry, the fact would be ascertained, and the 
mouths of those who believe in its success and who are loudly 
denouncing the Government for their indiffcrence to the question 
would be stopped. 

To ensure success, let a Commi sion of Inquiry be at once 
appointed by Parliament-wholly without reference to politics­
largely composed of practical and experienced men, who shall be 
empowered to obtain the paid services of practical fishermen, 
accustomed to all kinds of sea-fishing. These men should be 
sought for, whether engaged on the Ea t Coasts of England or 
Ireland, and especially from among those engaged in the similar 
districts on the North CoaRts of Scotland. But the question ought 
not to be allowed to stop here. In the event of the Report of the 
Commissioners proving encouraging, powers should be ought and a 
grant obtained to initiate and establish fisherie on a con iderable 
scale. 

The grant should be large enough to defray the hire or purchase 
of a number of larger or smaller boats and steam trawlers, to employ 
and train the men and make use of the boats now engagQd in fishing, 
and to establi h fishing 'chools at intervals along the West Coast 
. imilar to the successful schools at Baltimore, Co. Cork. 

Burely, a grant of £100,000 to a Commission so constituted­
barely the annual cost of 1,000 police-constables-might be of 
incalculable benefit. 

To those acquainted with the di tricts another difficulty will at 
once present itself. In what way is it propo ed to place your fish, it 
caught, in markets where at all times a price can be obtained? 
Largely, probably, by means of steam carriers. But not wholly so; 
and the nece sity for making the "Tramways Act" of 1H82 a reality 
in place of a sham is at once made evident. The powers needed for 
th con. truction of the light railways which would bring the West 
Coast within easy reach of the main lines of railways whieh intersect 
Ireland, exist, but are a dead letter. For thi Act as it now 
stands is no more applicable to the district concerned than would be 
an Act enabling the impoveri 'hed East Enders to build hou es for 
themselves which omitted to lend or find the money required. 

A glance at the accompanying map (to which I bespeak attention) 
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will at once prove how impossible it is for any industry to be 
successfully carried out in districts which lie thirty to sixty miles 
from the nearest railway, and especially so for the one indu try ot 
the district which deals with a perishable article like fish. 

It is not, however, for this alone, as I have often pointed out, but 
for every other con ideration, essential that the State should step in 
and provide the moneys needed for the formation of the steam tram­
ways or light railways, which are required if these di tricts in the 
West of Ireland are to be easily governed and their slender resources 
developed. The value of such connections would be readily under­
stood by the existing railway companies, with whom probably 
arrangements could most beneficially be made for their construction. 
The detailf' I do not attempt to enter into, further than to again 
place my conviction on record that one of the flrst steps in the 
direction of any permanent improvement or amelioration of the 
condition of the West of Ireland consists in the introduction of 
means of ready access to the civilised world. 

Unhappily the statement of that which is needed to improve and 
raise the condition of the wretched tenantry of the West do s not 
end here. In advocating means for the extension of the fishing 
industry, it will at once be evident that the numbers situate on the 
sea coast, although very considerable, are a portion only of the 
thousands of destitute tenants living on lands under £4 annual 
valuation who are placed at a distance from the coast. 

Two measures have at various times been warmly advocated for 
the relief of the WeRt of Ireland-l\Iigration and Emigration. Apart 
from other objectiolls or difficulties the costliness of the former has 
always appeared to me a Hufficient reason why it can never be carried 
out on a scale extensive enough to attain the object in view, viz., the 
relief of the congested. di tricts. J.: or, I may add, for the permanent 
benefit of those migrated. 

1\venty acres of land is by a sort of cotnmon consent taken as the 
minimum quantity upon which a family can obtain a decent 
livelihood in the West. But to buy the land and to place a family 
without capital upon twenty acre of lalld worth cultivating, with a 
decent house and barn, amI to supply one of the e with the capital 
needed to cultivate and stock the twenty acres, must involve an 
outlay of at least £400, and more probably £500 a holding. For 
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every 1,000 families so placed the outlay would be £4<00,000 to 
£.,)00,000, and to produce any appreciable effect npon the congestion 
it appears needful to remove ten times this number, involving many 
millions in an attempt to give a bare maintenance to a few thousand 
f;unilies upon borrol\'('cl motley-the interest, i.e., rent, of which it 
wOllld in many seasons be impo 'sible for them to repay. 

Four years ago a Migratio1l Company ubtained £50,000 under tlw 
ArrL'ars Act for this purpose, but hitherto there is llO evidence, so 
far as I am aware, of the migration of' a . illgle f[unily from the 
cungest '<1 districts. 

\Vith a similar amount the Committee with whom I had the 
hotlour to be associated, assisted, clothed, and placed more than 1,000 

familie with their friends, in pO'itiolls to obtain work, 1Il the 
Colonies and United States.* 

Their -ucces,; has been attested by the numerous letters, the large 
'i11111. of money tient home to friend!,; and relatiOlu>, and the rtlportJ; of 
those who have visit ,cl t hem in their Hew home '. ~ ot less striking 
is the evidence given by the 11Ulllerous prepaid passages sent to 
Ir'land by emigrantR, to enable a sister or brothel' or father or 
mother to join thelll in th' land of plenty. These, alas, arc some­
timeR renuered useleH and returned to the tientlcr, owing to the 
extreme poverty of the recipient, who is unable Lo filld the needful 
clothing ancl fare to the st0amer. These easeH fl'e(plCntly came 
under our notice during this spring. Thirty or more such persons it 
was onr happiness to S '1](1 rejoicing on their way thiH year, most of 
\\holll had passage tickets which had been held three, six, or lline 
lllonth~, and in Olll' instance, where a mother who had scat for two of 
her children, the year allowed was within a week of expirillg. 

Whatever percell Lagl' may be decluct0c1 for failures among the 
emigrants it i, extremely RmaU compared with the Sllccesses, and ]l0 

llllprejntliced observer can, I think, doubt that whether as regards 
th' immediate or future benefit of those who rcquire assistance, 
emigration is illfillilely to be preferred io migration as a cure for 
congestion. The difference in the Cl)·t is, as it has been shown, 
('1101'1l10UH ~ for ever) ] ,000 families placed 011 lands in Ireland, 
£+00,000 or £.")00,000 would be required, whilst for :\, like amount, 
no less than ten times the same llllmber of families, or .50,000 

* Yid( R"pmt." of Tllk .. Fllllcl CommittC.'C.', lRR2- t. 
G 
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persons, could be placed iu a position to earn large wages III the 
Greater Britain of our Colonic, 01' in the "C'llitl'cl • 'tate .. 

But it may be said, the position of the migrated family Oil their 
twenty acres in Ireland mlU:;L be 8uperior to that of the family who, 
by ·migrating, eam wage8 a labourers ill various occupation,;. To 
those who have followed the fortull '8 of a number of emigraub, 
witnc sed the change in their cOlldition, and llotic 'd in how short n 
time the 8avings which flow from the high wage8 obtain'd have 
enabled many to become the own '1'.' of freehold!; of 'ixty to 120 acre. 
of land, "ithout debt or loan of any kind, it may well be doubted 
whether, even on this ground alone, the position of the emigrant IS 

not yailtly superior. Those who are aC{luainted with agriculture ill 
England are well aware that the mall who farm. twenty acres of 
ordinary land under ordinary circumstances barely rai~es himsel f 
above the po ition of a well-paid labourer. There is no hope for him 
that at ome future day he or hi .. ons will, by their sayings, be able 
to acquire the land they are toiling upon. 

It must not, however, be overlookcd that in many {l'larLPrs 
Colonisation is strongly urged in preferenc ' to Emigration; and it is 
important to consider how far its claims are superior to the latter. 

(1) A. to the cost (as it has been ofteJl shown),Cl50 (to t200) 
i noeded to place a family upon the 160 acres of' land offered free by 

the Canaciian Government, aud .£200 to £2.')0 ffll' bixty to 100 acre.' 
in snch of the All ·tralasian ColoJlies a ' make grants of lalld at a 
low or nominal pric '. 

Tho cost of placing 1,000 familie ' as Cololli~ts \\oulll, therefure, 
be, at C 1.')0 per family-.f.T50,000, as against the t4>OO,OOO 01'£..')00,000 
needed fill' migration, or the .£.50,000 for lh' emigration of th ' Ramc 

number. 
The differenc in cost between cololli 'ation and ordinary 

emigration, groat as it is, ought not to be allowcU at once to 
influence Lhe judgment in deciding against the 111 'rits of th' former, 

It i well-known that varion' proposals have be on made by the 
Canadian Government and other bodie', fill' placing :-;ome thollsal1d~ 

of Coloni:-;ts upon free grants of land ill tIll' North Wesl rrerritory. 
\Vith the uncertainties which a.ttend any gr 'at experiment it j,;, 

perhap. , Hot wholly to be regretted when dealing with the fate of a 
largo numbor of families that the larger schemes wore, ii'Olll variolls 
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canses, allowed to urop. On the other haud, it would have been of 

the greate L service in assisting us to judge of any more extend·d 
-.chellle, if a portion of olle of the liberal proposals made by the 
Canadian Government, some y ar8 ago, ha(1 been tried. 

It i. at the same time important to recall that two small 
experiment!:l, conducted with every care and precaution, for the weJl­

bemg of the Col(mi~t., have not suec' 'ded as regard!> Irish 
(~()l()llisb; :-th,. Olll' under the charge of * Bi!>hop Ireland in his 
colollil:latioll villages in l\[iullesot:1, and the other uuder Mr. John 
'weetman, of Currie, J\lillllesota. 

The cause of (ail lire ill both cases app 'aI'S to have been the !:lame. 
The Irish Coloni ·t, taken from his petty holding in Ireland, wa not 
titted by hi· previollfi habit~ and education for the new and strange 
cOlldition~ under which he was placed. The solitariness of his 

po ition, the tall prairie grass which almost prevented his 

seemg the boundary of his own square of sixty or eighty 
acre~, became intolerable. The inability at once to adapt 
himself Lo HO novel a life, and to awaiL a future result, com­
bineu with the large wages which were offered him for labour, 
led him in the majority of cases to give up his land in disgust. 
The conclw,ion of the arnest men who sought by these experimpnts 
to assist ill olving the (l'lcstion of Iri h distr HS has resulted in their 

changing their system, aud in taking no seWers who have not £100 
of their OWll. 

This iH very Himilar to the circumstancc!:> under which Lady 

(lm'c!OIl atheart's ·xperimcnt "ith a fclV Scotch crofters has been 
carrie(l out. 

In thUH Htating the (Iollbiflll re 'nIts of pa!:>t efforts Lp colouii:ie with 
poor Irish t 'Ilants, I have no wish to disconrag Rom' further att('mpt, 

provided the Coloni. ts are accompanied by competent advitiers or 
superintendents. Indeed I wish strongly to urge, that lIsing the 
experience of the past, a {'nrther experimell t in colonisation should be 

Illad· with twenty-five or fifty !:>elected families to be placed on lands 

in the .I. T orth- \Y e. tern Territory or in \Ye. tern Australia (if uitable 
land can be obtained ther .). 

In the experimental ~tagc of colonisation a regards the class 

«] t lllu~t be understood that] do not l'('fcr to tlw llligra.tioll of IriHh or other familil'M 
frOll! tIll' EaHtern Stat('" to Hi"ho]> Jrdand's 'Ve~tpl'n villag!'H. ThiH ha~, 3" a rule', 
bef'1l very ~ucce"Hful. 
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nnder consideration, it must, I think, be evi(]l'lIt that iL canllot (It 

OHce, if ultimately, be depended l1pon for the relief \le J'eqnin" 
For this it would therefore appear wc, for the pre~ellt, are thrown 

back upon the ordinary assiHted emigratioll. 
If onc conclusion is more deeply illlpres,;ed upon my miud than 

anot her as the re lilt of our three years' work in assisting emigrants 
from Ireland, it is the necessity for tIll' most eureful ane] deliberate 
consideration of every slep taken in the work. The respollsibilily 
involved in even facilitating the departure of those who were sO 
anxious to leave, has ever seemed to me a most. erious onc. Their 
future good or evil must ev'r be borne in mind, and it call1lot loo 
often be repeated that mere a i ted emigration withoul tlw closeHt 
consideration a' to the fitlless of the emigrants, the opportunities for 
obtaining employme.nt, and the suitability of the destinalion chosen 
by them, may proye a curse instead of a ulessillg. ... Tone the less it is 
my happine. s to believe that granted these con.iek-ratiolls, a1lCI lh;s 
personal care, emigration has proved to multitudes of poor IriMh mell 
and women a boon of th highest magllitude.* 

What, tlu'I'efore, seem.~ to bf'}leedetl fUI' the I'dif'f (~f t/'1"8(! 

di·~tl'ict.q i8 tlw e8tubli81nnent on (I. l'ER)L\XEXT BASIS OF .L' E:'III­

GlUTIOX DEPARnIEXT, 11'hich, 11'i tll (( cOH/pelen t .~t(l.tt: (/1/(1 the 
('U-opel'(llion, it' p08.~ilAe, of (I volunt(lry ('ollwlittee, CO/llbill(,d 71';th 
8Y8tni1utic and C(( I'eful Ol:ei·.~ight at tlte 1,(tJ'iou~ jJ(/l·t.~ uf (7,:l/((/·t/l "I' 

(lncl W'l'iV(Ll, 8hall ftum yeaI' to yew', (lnd flut 151)U811W(licl(ll!J, drul 
lUith all (lpplication& j01' a8si&tecl ernig?'at iOI1, ((nd (((id'e UI' llwke 

[)f(lnts ill each caNe (IS ))wy ·~eell~ fen' the be.~t. 

In thus advocating three ll1eanres for the relief of de~titutioll ill 
the West of Irelanu-Encouragement of the Fisheriel:l, Exten~iol1 of 
Tramways, alld Emigration or Colonisation-I do not oycrlook that 
many other plans may with advantage be mployed, nay, mu t be, 
before the desired cnd can be obtained. But whatever these may be­
" Technical Education" and" Encouragement of alive Industrie. ," 
or an extended system of Arterial Drainage-a gi' ing employment 
to the p 'ople, I must lcaye them to their special advocate to promote 
to the utmost. 

Amidst the clash of political warfar by which we arc surrounded, 

In colllirnHl.tion of thiH see leU"r from Rn. M. ~[nhollY, C.C., of ~t. 1'anl 
'\[iml .• rec('ived Hince the ,tbovp was written. gi "ing a report of tlw r('marknblt' wl'll· 
tloing of a number of Connemara emigrantH sent out in 1&~3. See p. W. 
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the advocacy of ~imple Bconomic mea 'ures for the relief of the clwonic 
eOlldition of the West of Irclallll will, I doubt not, be received in ~ome 
llllarters with indifference, and in others ven with a contemptuous 
slllile. If so, let me ~ay that I have purposely omitted all reference 
to other parts of Ireland, and the measures so hotly contested by 
statesmen and politicians on either side, upon the issue of which ~o 

mnch depend for the future goo 1 or evil of Ireland, and if of Ireland 
hardly less of Ureat Britain. In this issue no onc takes a deeper 
il1terest, or more ardently desire~ a wise, comprehensive, and liberal 
~ettlement of the all-absorbing and all-important controversy than 
I do. 

But ill the pm'Lion ofIreland under cOlll:iideration, it mu~t, I think, 
be admitted 011 all sides, that the evils which affect the people cau 
[done be rel1l0v d (if at all) by economic measures, ami not by 
political changes, however wide their ~cope. Under whatever form 
of Governmellt Ireland may in the future exist, the~e evils will 
perpetually confront it, and demand a recognition and solution. It is 
a peeuliar condition of society demanding p 'cial mea~ures, specially 
adapted to it. It is onc which" no citizen of the United Kingdom 
can velltur to think he is lloL deeply interc~ted ill," and the Govern­
ment which most fully recognises aml accepts its re~ponsibility ill this 
light, and deals with the evils in a really c01llprehensive and liberal 
spirit, will prove to be the 1l10st stt.ble and penll~Ulellt, and caDllot 
fail to Will the confidence and attacluuent of the people 

J. H. T. 



REPORT OF ,T 'Cl~, 'S OF E~lIUHA. TTS FRU~ I \rEST 
OF IPELA~D. 

A . 'isled by llu' 'i'ult'lJ COllwtillee in It\ '3, yil:en In It Lelt",· from He!'. 
Jr'((lhet "IIahonlj. 

uder datc of ,'t. Paul, :\o\"cmber ;,)th, lkbl-i. 

I think I am entitleu to have an opinion worth hearing as to the condition of 
the" 'I'uke Emigrants" to Minncsota. I had pitied not barrcnly their con­
dition at home; 1 tmyellc.\ with many of thew the whole Ilay f\'Olll (;al\\,:ly 
to !-it. Paul; I W;\s with them, trying to help them thl'Ough their hume­
~ickness mu} the trouhlcs of their start in life at this side. And, ince 
then, fl'C!luently visiting them in their homes, or meeting them in the HtreetH, or 
meetiIlg their sel'eral pastors, I have been ahle tu inforlll myself as to their 
condition and prol:,rt'ess, amI I can Ray they h'IVe bel'n liftc(l to quite a new 
life, benented every way, and arc right along doing h ·tter and better. I 
might mistrust, as heing mther too fanmrable to the change. my own im­
pression if it were nut backed on every side by those of pastors with 
continuous opportunities for obsermtion. But particularly and most notably 
it is backed by Bishop Ireland, who declares lately that the change in their 
condition, and in themselves and their prospectR, in el'ery way is positively 
nmrvellous, an(1 that" they have becume a most valuahle and important addition 
to the community." That Minn sota has heen a land of fullillllellt is yery 
tellingly shown hy the numhers "ho have every year kept coming on from 
Toronto allll other plac~s in Canada and from Irclmul, encouraged hy the good 
accounts :md of tell helped by the prepaid pttHsage tickets of their fl'icllds in I:::it. 

Paul. 
The continuous growth al1(l improvement in the twin cities, I:::it. 

P;\ul and lIIinneapoliH. these late years, have heen occasioning an un­
limited demand for just the sort of labour IInd senice suited tu immigrants from 
Ireland-common labour fur men and boys, and housework for girls. \ \ ith 
streets in every direction to be opened and graded, ur widened, and again 
and again cut through for sewer-pipes, water-pipes, gas-pipes, there has 
been every year, from the opening of spring until well into winter, 
work for every comer \\ ho could handle a pick or a shovel, and 
never at less than a dollar and a half a day, and during part uf the time a 
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dollar and throe-quartors and even two dollars a day. l!..ven in the winter, when 
no more grading of the roads could be done, men got a dollar and three­
quarters a day for only clearing off the snow and ice from the side walks and the 
street-car tracks. In ~t. Paul particularly the "Ice Palace" has served to 
prolong work and keep up wages all through the winter. And at the same time 
that there is work for Illen uut of doors there is also a constanL demand for 
females indoors, in private familieH, hotels, boarding-houses, laundries, at wages 
ranging from eight to sixteen dolhLrs a month for ordinary housework. In this 
line the demand is always in oxcess of the supply. So the Irish emigrants 
could not but find it well for them to be here. Really, even a little nurse-girl, 
only ,\ble to whccl around a peramhulator, miylit ~I(Pl)ort all alone CL lnl'ue fllmily. 

And as none of the emigrant families are without some wagc­
earners, and Illost of them have several, they have been taking and saving 
such sums of money ,\S no outsider could ha\'e 'I notion of till he calcu­
lated them, or Home accident revealed them to him. Where the ordinary 
illlpression nmy he to the contrary, it is usu<\lly ,\ case of more developed 
"ac(luisiti\'encss." As contrasted "ith an American artisan's neat house, and 
even wiLh a Scandinavi,\n, (11' Gel'lmm, or poor Polish immigrant's interiorly 
home-like shanty, the " COllnemara's" home is deceptive. It is often bare, 
unpartitioued, un plastered, unpapered - such as his former poverty, or 
abiding fear of " a rise" of rent upon any show of "style," has trained his soul, 
without any ,esthetic torture, to look at and live in. And sometimes when 
benevolent people, whether on the ll<lrt of the city orsomepriv,tte society, go in 
quest of objects (If charity, they c'tn get accommodated, of course. But let not 
even the priest expect to get to kllow and note down wlult, when the occasion 
arises, can be produced from the red box or the mfters, in rolls of green­
backs or depoHit certificates for hundreds of dollars, and beyond. Flour, 
bre,\d, meat, groceries, and the cOlllmon sort of we,uables, M'O COlllparatively 
very cheap; of el'en the beer this llmy be said, that it is "werry tillin' " at the 
price, ft dollar fvr a ten-gallon keg. ~o that if the Irish immigrants do not, after 
,\ couple of years, like others coming as poor as they ,\re from other countries, 
own their houses and lots, free of all burden of rcnt for ever, it is because they 
do not et their minds on doing so. They are afraid, traditionally, of putting 
their savings anywhere but into thc stocking or the bank. 13cing so accus­
tomed to rent, they e'Lsily fall into renting still, and come in a few years to 
h,n-c paid out in rent for the passing use of a house as much as might have 
bought it outright or built one free for ever; and again, seeing limitlcss ground 
lying idle ,\round them or growing weeds, they cannot readily sec the benefit 
of paying somc hundreds of dollflrs, it may be, for a few s{luare feet of it. 'l'hey 
have on this account missed splendid opportuuities. Even 110W, however, the 
puorest may begin to own their little places by aid of some s,\fe building 
society. By the cnd of 1887 a good numbor of the assisted emigrants had 
hought and owned their houses and lots; and, after their eX'\lllple, and favoured 
hy the cOlltinuous good wages and the temporary set-back in the price of real 
estate, doubtless a great many more will have done so by the eud of this year. * 

This lWt(/l'ci-jil'llpl'ielol'ship, with all Lhat it involves, is a great moans of incor­
porating them into Lhe social find ci vie life of the rest of the population. This i~ 

"P.~.-Nov. 8th, 1888. 'fhey have done so; one of them assuren mp yesterday: 
'There's hardly oue now but what has got a lot in BOm{' shape.'" 



HEPOR'!'S OF S(;"('('ESS OF DrIGR.\STS. 

being done right along, even with Lhe old. The close balance of the two political 
parties serves to hurry it up. The meetings for church sen-ices, with the 
more old-settled and the Ilatil'es, have strong illtiuence in this direction. Tho 
young Illen or "the greenhorns" need but it Hhort time to get, in dress and 
speech :mdlook, into" the Ilfl,ng " of the country; the young women still less; 
it is marvellous how they hrighten up and iJllprol'e en:,ry way. With hardly an 
exception the girls of "the Connemaras" are respected and trutited and treasured 
as IVil'es or domestics. ,'0 with the little girl of the '(J\'er;t1 families, eYlm 
where their brothers ,tre slovenly, or lo>tfers :md had, tltey :Iro deanly ;\!ld 
hright, and eager to go to school and church and Sunday-school, '\I1d el'erYlnlY 
the peers of their American c(lemb, or ahead of them, as I thollght. In even 
the most ]Joor-looking shanties there are abundant supplies of the yery hest kind 
of food: sacks of wheat-flour, loa\'es of the whitest breatl (home-m:l<le anti 
baker'S), bulter, groceries of the primest bl'flnd, meat, even fresh butcher's 
meat-more meat, and more belief in It, and more of the butcher's labour in it, 
than is good for the people's pocket. and health. Not in the best hotels have I 
been able to sniff the full .. Oolong " aroma as frolll the black porcelain teapots 
in the shanties of the" Connemaras." That these want the" best" is well known 
to the grocers, and it is got for them. I h:lI'e no dOll bt they spend for groceries 
three or four times as much as others. The \'a~t improvement in their condition 
is often heartily adyertetl to by the emigrants. They are not merely sati~fied, but 
"enthused" with the change. If any wish to HCC ag:lin Old Ireland it is as 
_\.merican tourists. 

It would add unspeakably to the comfort and the st.'Il't in life as well as the 
constant eal'uing-]lowel' and the social standing of emigrants if, before le:l.I'ing 
Ireland, they were ]Josted Oil how to do and live and work here. urely 
it would be possible, easy el'en, at fairs allll pattells and church-service 
gatherings, by plain speech and object illustrations, to instruct the vast 
numhers destined to emigrate on hOIl" to do at this sido, the males and the 
females in their 8ol'emllines ; how to get about building :tlld fixing up a shanty, 
to nmnage Lhe _\ Illerican stove, to cook fInd keep house economically. The 
pork gone for, and fetchetl froJll the butcher':; at eight or ten cents the pound, 
could be hought ill a dresRed hog for three centR, or alive for two. And so (,f 
other things. The actU<II exhibition of the extm lumdful of heavy dllllar­
pieces to be secured in one month hy h:mdiness in cooking, baking, launtlry-
1I'0rk, &c., would wake up many an otherwise heedless girl to become in no 
time a proficient in all these, and able at this side to get anything she chose to 
ask in wages and geneml tre:ltment. And So for other kinds of cmfts. The 
genius of this country and the dearness (If labour call for" all-round" handiness. 
Dull Gerlllan and candinl1l'i;ln boys will in a week or less qualify themselves to 
run Il. steam-heating engine, and therehy h:we oJlen to them chances of forty­
five dollars a month when, without this llit of knowledge, they would ha\'e to 
take only ten or fifteen dollars, or eyea be idle. Last spring, on a buildin~ in 
front of Illy house, Scandinllvians and others were getting in the seveml line~ 
or work from two dollars fifty cents up to sel'en dollars the day, the last fol' 
plain brick-setting; two Iri~hmen were at Lhe painful, dangerous hotl-carryin~ 
fol' only one dollar fifty cents. \\ omen somctimes fall into the habit of daily 
heer-parties, for want of something to llo, whilst they might have-only they 
hal'e llever COllltempl;\ted the thing-regular rounds of little jobs at scmbhing 
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and housework, and earn even more than their husbands. It is only some time 
after reaching America that they learn how other women do, and how they 
might do, but meantime they have settled down into doing nothing, and they 
stay there. And the drink, in view of the immense numbers always coming to 
America, and the all-in-all-ness here of sobriety, of total abstinence even-all 
the drink of the old country ought to be mltde bitter and nauseous, as with aloes, 
so as to utterly disgust and wean people from all desire or taste for it; or, 
better yet, the grain wasted to make it should be saved to stop hunger and the 
chronic wail of distress; and the manufacture of the worthless, mischievous 
thing should entirely cease. 

In addition to the foregoing very interesting summary, Father 
:Jlahony gives a detail d report of visits recently paid to over fifty of 
our Connemara families in or near St. Paul, from which I select 
the following cases:-

No. 1.-'1.'. F., notwithstanding that he brought with him from the old 
country a good deal of sickness in his family and a rather feeble constitution in 
himself, has already reached a quite independent position. His three girls, aged 
21, 15, and 1·1, had places in the Ryan Hotel, one at fourteen dollars and the 
other two at twelve doll:trs each per month, with their boaru. One of his boys 
was what would he called down east and in the old country ., on service," but is 
not C<1.lled so here; he was" hired out" with some gentlemall in the city for four­
teen dollars a month and board. And the boy worked by lhe day, at one dollar 
twenty-five cents per day. T. F. himself had constant work, summer and 
winter, at one dollar fifty cents per day. \Vith his own and the young people's 
earnings he had bought, for (J30 dollars, a lot and house. This house is thirty 
feet by twenty feet, has four or five separate compartmcuts, snugly plastered, 
and comfortably and even neatly furnished; the front parlour an eS(luire need 
not be ashamed of. The house and furniture were insured for it thousand 
dollars. 

No. 2. A. O'D., with his three or four SOllS and one daughter, lives in the 
same block as '1.'. F., in the north-western side of St. Paul. 'l'hey have been 
doing "ery well. The girl helps the mother to keep house, and the boys and 
father work out. For "bout four months of the ye"r they had been getting 
each two dollars" day, and the day, it should be understood, is from 7 A.)I. to 
tu (j P.)I., with an hour ofl" for dinner. In the shorter days of winter, work 
conses at 5 or 4.30, itnd the pay drops to one dollar fifty cents or one dollar 
twenty-five conts. The O'D.'s had buught two lots, costing one 600 itnd the 
other 300 dollars, and h"cl huilt and furnished a good story-aud-a-half-lwuso, 
twenty-four feet by sixteen feet, besides the kitchen. The young people's 
rather surprising backwardness in English at the start has been disappearing 
hefore the influence of the liight-schoolH and other means of education. They 
are remarkably temperate and even" teetotal." And this is everything. 

No. 3.-M. O'D. and his family h:we done bravely frolll the start; own­
and in a good part of the city, too-a lot and house, and have saved considerable 
money. They p,\id, ,\ short time ago, the passage to St. Paul of a cousin, '1.'. F. 
lIe, after his arrival, met a bad accident on the railroad, and had not yet got 
damages. 

)[ 
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No. 4.-T. '. was still renting the huuse he occupied. 'L'wo of his daughter!> 
had married. The wages of himself amI his ullnmrried children amounted 
l~ltogether to 116 dollars the month, and were constant. Two of the boys worked 
in a shoe factory. This family is a solid acquisition to the Repuhlic. 

No. 5,-1\1. i'D, with a family of only young childrell, shews how rapidly,~ 
poor man, even only a labouring man, can attain indepel1l1ence. At the cost of 
seventy dollars he got himself a roomy house, with good yard and shed for his 
cows. From the milk of these-and their gm's costs him nothing his wife, 
besides keeping thc family in milk and butter, sells eight quarts a day. The 
combined earnings of lllan and wife are sometimes over sixty dollars the month. 
They have bought a lot for 500 dollars, and are on the high road to wealth. They 
educate their children too. 

o. 6.-T. L., wife, and six children first went to Pembrokc, Canada, where 
he got work on the milroad at one dollar fifty cents the day, and his wife at 
washing at from seventy-fi\·e cents to a dollar the day, besides, on many a day, 
two dollars' worth in kind. But, with kindneQs on every hand and all sorts of 
prosperity, she was lonesome, and they came to Ht. Paul, where the eldest 
boy makes fifty cents a day, and the fathor, labouring for the city, nine or ten 
dollars the weck, not missing four days in tho twoh·emunth. He is already 
" independent." 

"'ith him went to Pembroke: T. C. gune to Pittsllllrg, T. D. gone to 
Pittsburg, T. 1\1. gono to Pittsburg and back to Ireland though in Pembroke 
they had all found the utmost kindnoss. 

No. 7. -T. O'T., wife, and six childron, the younger ones going to school, 
the eldest son and the father making together from eighteen to twenty dollars a 
week throughout the year, and saving ,\ good deal of mOlloy. 

o. 8.-P. '1'. n. is a "section boss" on railroad, with forty-five dollars a 
month and house free. lIo has bought a lot, and has quito a deal of monoy. 

No. H. - M. )1., constant work at ono dollar amI fifty cents the day; has 
bought hi;; lot and a house. 

No. 10.- . A. originally sent to \Vaseca, went to 'to Pltul, and from there, 
through the intiuence of Father K., went and settled on a corner of the 
latter's father's farJII in (;oudhue County, where he has had steady work, a. 
comfortable hOll1e, and excellent educatiunal oppurtullities for his children. 
He has boen very lucky. 

No. 11.-J. D. ()WnH hiH lot and house ill \\ aseea, and, with hi~ boys 1\1. and 
T., has constant work on the railroad at one dollar twenty-Ihe cents, making, 
the three of them, one hunch'od dollars a munth. His nephe\l- C., \\'ho has 
mturied onc of the Cunnemara girls, has the same kind of \Iurk and pay. The 
two youngest children go to Qchool and are very bright. Tho \vhole family arc 
"cloing yory nicely," Father C. says. 

No. l~.-)r. D. went with his family to a place ahout foUl' miles from 
\Vaseca ; there he now owns forty acres (freehold), and 11 huuse ; his girls D. and 
M. have been very ste;uly and helpcd him right along, wheth~r at home or 
working out at eight or tell dollars a week. The bOy/l get constant olllploYlllent 
as hired helps to farlllers aruund or at home, and 11ll\"e ],ceome hright da~hing 
young men, peers of their hest _\.merican coevals, and arc going to he o\\'ners of 
fine homes, everyone. 1\-1. 1\1. 
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ShOII'ing the benefit' accn~ing to the cli8tl'ict.s fl'om E'hicl~ tile 
Endgrcmt 11'e1'e selected. 

In my evidence before the Royal Commission on Public "Works, 
lSH8, I pointed out that great benefit had accrued to the districts in 
the "Vest of Ireland, from whence emigrants had been a isted by the 
Tuke Committee in 188:3-5. Thus in Clifden Union, in the Co. 
Galway, containing a population of 24,000 persons, from whence over 
2,000 emigrants were assi ,ted, large sums have annually been 
received by their friends. In 1883-4 it was estimated that £2,000 had 
been received, and since that time the amount has annually increased, 

so that in 1888 the amount was e timated at .£8,000. One gentle­
man told me that all the tenants on his estate received sums varying 
from £2 to £12. Som of' the money is sent by girls to bring out a 
father or mother, and especially their sisters. Two girls had sent .£20 
to their mother, other had sent £40, and in one case even £70 had 
been received by the parents of a girl. A large number of per~ons 
are leaving this year (1880) wholly or in part assisted by their friends 
and 500 emigrants, chiefly ingle per ons, left Clifden Union la t 
year. 

As showing the benefits conferred npon the di~tricts in the 
COll olidation of holdings, from which the migrants have been sent, 

the following extract 1i:om a letter from Belmullet, dated June, 
1889, gives striking proof:" I visited Tip a few days since. It is ([uite 
a strange thing to see a relieving officer there now. Out of the 

thirty-two houses th re, before the 1883 emigration began, t\yelve 
only remain; nearly all Llw people there are now comfortable, they 
haye large crops, each man having two and some three and even 

foUl' holdings taken up and added to his own which formerly 
belonged to our emigrants. The house also are now nearly all 
built of ston instead of SOLI as formerly and are much improved." 

Tip is itualecl in the Bclmullet "C"lliotl, and was looked upon 
as the poorest portion of the poorest union in Ireland. 

J. H. T. 
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MR. HIDGWAY begs to call attention to the following important Notices of the 
I~irst Edition of this pamphlet, puhli~hed August 1st, IS 0:-

"IRISH Dl~TRE~S AND ITS REllEIlIEs."- Under this title 1\lr. Tuke has publi_hed a. 
most mLderate, most instructive, and most sngge~tive pamphlet. Lord 1\lonteagle, in a 
letter to the 'l'imcs, con re:; 'ed that Mr. Tuke's pamphlet intlllenced bis vote in favour of 
Mr. ]<'orster's Bill. It is not improbable that a geod m30ny of those who voted a.gainst the 
Bill would havt' been similarly influenced if they had taken as much trouble as Lord 
~Ionteagle to mast!'r the facts and consider them less passionMely. \Ve 30re not snrprisoo 
that Lord Monteagle was impressed with the strength of the case made ont by ::Hr. Tuke, 
quite incidentally, in f[wour of Mr. Forster's Bill. The facts were all collected before Mr. 
}'orster's Bill was thought of ; most of them, indeed, whiie the late Government WQ' still 
in oflice. \Ve have called attention elsewhere to Mr. Tnke's article in the Nineteenth 
Centm',I} on the question of a. l'eas3ont Proprietary in Ireland, 30nd therefore we need 
not now dwell on his di"cu~,ion of the ,ame subject in his l'3omphlet.-Spectator, 
August 7, 1l:i80. 

::\1r. J. H. Tuke, who visited Conna.ught in 1847, in connection with the relief expedi­
tion of Mr. William :Forster, the father of the present Chief Secretary for Ir~land, hM 
published, through Mr. Ridgway, an acc~unt of the jout'lley over the same ground, with 
a similar object, in the Rpring of the current year, which, as appears from the recent 
debate, in the House of Lords, is attracting much n.ttention. The facts and observations 
a"sl'mbled in this little volume are of peculiar interest at this moment. They haye a. 
distinct be30ring on the queHtion which Pnrliament ha., for a time, at le, t, determined . 

. . , ~[r. Tuke's cleor aud impartial evidence .... -Pall Mall Gazette, August 4. 

On any qm'stion connected with Irish Distress Mr. Tuke pOilsesses singular claims to 
deferential hearing. During- the terrible famiD(- of 1:->4Ii-7, he was over here as the Agent 
of the Relid COInlllittt'e of the Hocicty of Friands when tbey distributed £200,000, and he 
was associated in the work of relief with our present Chief ::iecretary and with his father. 
;)Ir. Tuke, as well as 1\11'. ]<'orstt·r, learned then a. great deal connected with the social 
misery of Ireland and with the causes of the misery. Not the ll'ast important part of thIS 
eeawnable and well-considered expostulation is th30t he treats the Irish particul30r que,tioll 
on Imperial ground~, and shows tbat the interests of every deP<'ndency of Great Britain 
are in some sense directly invohec.l in the t·quitable settlement of Land Tenure in 
lreland.-Freernan's Journal, August 3. 

Mr. Tuke's pamphlet . . . . is characterised throughout with deep sY1l1pathy for 
Ireland, and an earne,t de,ire to get at the root of tbe ('viIs frolll which the country 
suffers. There are innumerable facts in the pamphlet which it is important to make 
known as widely as possible in view of the announced intention of the Go\,prnml'nt to 
legislate shortly on the whole intricate subject of the Irish Land (luPstion. ~Ir. Tuke's 
testimony as that ()f an entirely unbiassed obs('f\'er is of the highest \'alne, and we trust 
to ste it repeated before the Hoynl Commlb,ion, &c.-Irish Times, August 2. 

When any great suhject occupies for", continuance the public mind, or when the 
public are held face to face with ~Ollle great public crisi" It gellt'rally happens that SOlue 
one published cJmmenlary on the ~ituation takes hold of ge<leral attention, and produces 
mort' effect thnn anything ,-be in tbe formation of opinion. 1\11'. Tuke's pamphlet on the 
condition of Ireland desprves to take this position at tile pre,;t'nt juncture. \\'ritten 
absolutely "ithout prejUdice-except prejudice" against people being staned or left in 
remediable but unremedied Illi,ery-this pamphlet tells au unvarnish!·d tale of the present 
\\'oes and permanent di,ad,"autage.· of lreland. :\0 one can read it without ft·"ling that 
ClIr. Tuke is an ab,olutely truthful witness.-Liverpool Daily Post, 
AugustH. 
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