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INTRODUCTION. 

Tms PHONE'fIC KEY is intended to represent the Standard 
Pronunciation of Modern Ulster Irish. The principle 
underlying it is that of '' learning tho unknown from the 
known." The Pronunciation of an Irish word means 
the oral expression of the proper sounds of that word's 
vowels and consonants. 

The method adopted in this Key for acquiring the 
sounds of the Irish Vowels and Consonants is as follows:­
English words are given as Key words, with whose pro­
nunciation the student is presumed to be familiar, and 
consequently he should be familiar with their vowel 
sounds and consonant sounds. The Key then shows the 
student the Irish vowels (single vowels and digraphs), 
which have the same sounds as the vowels referred to in 
the Key words, and thus the student from his knowledge 
of the sounds of the Key vowels gets to know also the 
different sounds of the Irish vowels; similarly, the Key 
indicates the Irish Consonants which have the Rounds 
of the Consonants referred to in English Key words, and 
thns, too, the· sounds of the Irish Consonants are acquired; 
and consequently the student is taught to pronounce any 
Irish word; for knowing the sounds of all its vowels 
and all its Consonants, by putting them together he has 
the pronunciation of the whole word. (Of course the 
syllabic accent must also be given, but I shall refer to this 
later on). 

In the case of non-Gaelic speakers it is manifest a 
Phonetic Key is absolutely necessary for the acquisition 
of the Irish Pronunciation, if they study without the 
assistance of a Gaelic teacher, and even i£ they have 
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such assistance, experience convinces me that a Phonetic 
Key is not only useful but almost indispensable. It is a 
powerful help to the memory, and if properly used it will 
soon enable the student to pronounce pretty correctly any 
Irish word without the assistance of a teacher, whereas I 
have a strong persuasion that students who have not 
been taught to pronounce Gaelic through the medium of 
a Phonetic Key will ALWAYS require the assistance of a 
Teacher to enable them to pronounce words whose pro­
nunciation they have not already learned. 

That there is need for a special Phonetic Key to Ulster 
Modern Irish follows from the fact of the existence of a 
distinct Ulster Dialect, and from the fact that the Phonetic 
Keys fourid in most of the books now being studied, seem 
intended to represent the Western or Munster Pronuncia­
tion. 

Instead of being a help to the Ulster student, such 
Keys necessarily cause him confusion and embarrassment, 
introducing, as they do, a pronunciation quite out of 
harmony with what prevails o.round him. 

As, however, we may not expect, for the present, Irish 
Text Books with a Phonetic Key in them suitable for 

• Ulster, I thought it would be of great service for Ulster 
to have at least a Key that would represent the common 
pronunciation prevailing throughout this province, where 
the Irish is yet a living language. I have taken con­
aiderable pains in my endeavour to make this Key a 
faithful and reliable exponent of the Pronunciation of 
Modern Ulster Irish, and, in this connection, I got 
valuable assistance from the following Native Irish 
Scholars :-Mr. J. C. Ward, N. T., Killybega; Mr. J . P. 
Craig, Professor of Irish, &c., Letterkenny Seminary; 
Mr. P. Gildea, Irish Te11-che•r, Ard:u-a; Mr. B. Keeney, 
Irish 'l.'eacher, Strabane, and severnl others in different 
parts of Ulster; while to Mr. P. H. Pearse, B.A., B.L. 
(Hon. Sec. Publication Committee, Gaelic League, Dublin), 
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I a.m indebted for useful suggestions as to the arrange- . 
ment of the subject matter of this Key. 

As to the use to be ma.de of this K13y by students, I 
advise them to learn first the single vowel sounds, and 
practise these by words taken from Fr. O'Growney, or the 
First Book (Irish Society); then commit to memory the 
digraphs which have the same sounds as the single vowels, 
and practise these similarly, only learning as much of the 
Key as is necessary to keep pace with their lessons in 
Text Books. It will be also very necessary from the 
beginning to learn the sounds of the Irish Consonants, 
for otherwise they might be acquiring a wrong pronuncia­
tion, which would be difficult to unlearn again. 

Teachers should make use of the Black-board to 
illustrate the sounds of vowels, &c., and should require 
their students, a.gain and again, to account for the pro­
nunciation by reference to this Key, and caution them 
against using the Keys found in their texts. The Hints 
on the use of the Key should also be carefully studied, as 
they throw additional light on the Koy use'd. 

M. MULLIN, C.C., Killygordon. 

l d f ~1Le 1l.601ri1 p .a-op.615, 1903. 





unnur5e ,c.n c15e,c.nn,c.. 
(THE LORD'S PRAYER.) 

1 n-61nm .<1n .6t.df', .<15ur .<1n ti11c, .<15ur .<1n Sp10)'<11'0 n.<101ril . 
.6men. 

-<ir n-.6t.<11f', .dC<.\ .df' ne.dril, 50 noorilt.df' '0
1 
.<11nm1 50 

'Oc151t> 'Oo r1Se.<1Cc ; 50 n'Oe.dnC.df' -oo to1l .df' .<1n c.<1lMn 1l1.df' 
5mt>te.<1f' .df' ne.oril. .<5.r n-.df14n l.oete.dril.d1l c<10.<11f' t>liinn 
.dn-01u '-'5ur m.01t t>uinn .&f' Op.oC.d m.df' ril.d1te<1mum 'O'-'f' 
Of1.dC.oriln.d10 rem; .osur n.& t,e15 rmn 1 SC.dtUS.d'O ; .dCC r.dOf' 
rmn o olc. .6men. 

r.<S.1tce ,c.n ,c.m51t. 
(THE ANGELICAL SALUTATION.) 

'01.d '00 Oe.dt.d, .d ti1u1re, .dC<.\ l<.\n 'Oe St''-'r.d; C.<i .dn 
C15e.orn.o le.oc; 1r l>e.<1nnm5te tu e.<1-0.df' n.o mn.d10; '-'Sur 
1r l>e.onnu15te COf'.d'O -oo O)'onn, for.o, 

.c. n.ooril ti1u1re, '-' ti1 .1t.<11f' 'Oe, 5uro or.01nne n.<1 pe.<1c.<1151 

.<1no1r, ;15ur .dp U.d1f' ip mt>.&1r. .6men. 

en~ n,c. n-e6sb,c.t. 
(THE APOSTLES' CREED.) 

Cpem1m 1 n'01.o, .on .C.t.01p U1le-Cu1i1.\Cc.0C1 C)'utui5te61f' 
ne1rile .<15ur c.ol.<11ril ; .05ur m for'-' Cf'lorc, .o .oon-ti1.oc-r.<1n1 

'-'t' -0C1SC.df'l1.d .d 5.<10.d'O O'n Sp10f'<11'0 n ,\Om i .d f'US.d'O 0 
fi1 U1f'e 01S, .d -o' j:ul.01115 p.&1r f.d01 }'Jome f.liol.dl'O i .d ceur.d'01 

.<1 fU.d1t' t>.&r .<15ur .<1 h-.<1'0L.<1C.d'01 .<1 Cu.or(> rior 50 h-lrJ\101111 ; 

.d '01(!1f'1S .dn Cf'e.<1r l .& 6 ril.dJI0.<110; .<1 CU.d1'0 fU.dr .'1f' ne.oril ; 
c.<i ' n.<1 j'u1t>e .df' oe1r 'Oe .<1n .6t.dJ\ U1le-Curil.0Cc.015; .<1r f11'1 

ClOCf.or le bt'e1te.oril!').dr .d t.\O<-\lt'C .df' Oeoo.<110 .05ur .df' 
ril.of'0.010. Cl'em11n 111r .on Sp1op-"-o rl .<1oril 'r'-'n n.ooril e.<15L.<11r 
C.oco1l1c1s j 1 5com.d011l n.o 11.dOril, 1 m.01te.ot> n.<1 l>pe.oC.<1-0 ; 
m e1re111se 11.d SCO!'P, .<15ur 1 nr .<111 Oe.ot.o f'lit.<1m. .6men. 

5L01f' '00
1

1'1 .6t.o1f', .<15ur '001 11 tn.oc, .<15ur '001 11 Sp10f'.d"O 
rlc.oril. m.ot' Oi O tCtr, c.5ur 111.df' c.& .ono1r, .05ur m.<1f' Oe1-oe.<1r 
le r.00S.<1l n.<1 r .ooS.oL. .6men. 
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Phonetic Key ,for Lord's Prayer, Etc. 

i Denim i1N AheR, ILGi1S l'l. vik:, a.Gus a SpiRed Nev. 
Amen. 

"URN!! ltN Tea.RN it." 
(THE LORD'S PRAYER.) 

AR NA.bur, iL Ta eR now, Go N~fl'l.R Denim, Go dig~ 
Do r~a.ghT; Go naNTaR Dl:S hiH oR il.N Titlu MitR n~haR 
cR now. AR NttRa.N Lehiil TMr yiinn i1new, itGuS m'ih 
yiinn AR veligM MAR WihitM'id Dii.R vMghowNiv fen: 
i1.Gi1S Nii. leg shinn i1 Oahu; 11.gb SElR shinn o oLK. 
Amen. 

Falte i'I.N Angil. 
(THE ANGELICAL SALUTATION.) 

DM Do vl'l.ha, a Wuro, 'Tii. LiN De y Riif3a., Tii. aN 
TooRNl'l. li'i.T; iss bl'l.NN~ hu ll.DaR Nil. M.uRa; ll.Gi1S iss 
bl:i.NN~ ToRu Do vRoNN, ESa.. 

A Neu Wi1re, a Wither de, Ge ORinue Na pllKe a.Nish' 
ltGi1S oR uer aR Mash. Amen. 

Cre Nil nltSBitL. 
(THE APOSTLE'S CREED.) 

Kl"cdim I NM, il.N Ahl!r ilcght1itghTltgh1 KRuMhor neve 
t'I.Gi1S Til.Liv; i1Gi1S in tSa KiretiT, a eN-wil.K-Sl:I.N, AR 
dca.RNa, a Gou ON SpiRM Nett; a Ri1Gii, o Wilre M, a. 
OILll.n Pash Fwee Fint FGLltd ; i1 KeSu, it Fuer Bii.S aGuS 
ll. heLi1Kt1, a Ghu~ sMS Go hifrINN, l1 dere il.N Td'lS La O 
wll.ri"v, a Ghii~ Sui1S oR now ; Ta 'Na H ~ er yesb de itN 
Aber ileghuitghTe iss shinn ti1Khits le brchowN/1S a 
Hocrt er vyo i1Gi1S eR waritv. Kredim insitu SpiRed 
Neu 'SitN Neu uGLish Ghatol'ik~. i Gum~n Nil. Neu i 
Mihii Na bit.Ku ; in cshcro Na. GoRp, itGuS insl'l.n vahit 
huhitn. Amen. 

Glor DoN Aber aGi1S Dcl'N WitlC itGiiS Do1N SpiRaD 
Neu. Ma.R vEI o HuS, aGi1S MaR Ta u.NIBh, aGuS Ma.R 
vcn.S le SM.L Nit Sea.L. Amen. 

N. 11.-Give lhe vowels and consonants on U1ia page the sounds they 
h.ivc in ihe:r rc,pocti ve Phonelio Keys. 



'l'O MODERN ULSTER IRISH. 

'l'JIE FIFTEEN MYSTERIES. OF THE ROSARY. 

no. cu15 num-u1.o:mru. tu-<>.t5-<>.me.o.c-0. 

(THE FIVE JOYFUL MYSTERIES,) 

D 

1. "Ce.<\cc.a1f'e.acc .<\TI .o.11151L. 2. Cu.alf'C n.a m.a1t;-0111e 

mu1l'e· 3. 5e1t1e.<\ti1.<\1TI .&11 -o"C1t;e.af'11.<\ for.(\ CJ'lorc Im bec­
Letlem. 4. "Co111l'le11'c .&f' 'O"C1t;e.<\f\TI.<\ mr .<\TI "Ce.<\mpoLt. 

5. f .<\t;.a1L .<\TI Lem\'.> for.<\ 111r .dtl 'Ce.ampolL. 

n.o. ct115 1lU1l1'01.6.ri1rt6. 'OOl.o.S.o.C.o.. 

(THE FIVE SORROWFUL MYS'l'ERIES.) 

1. U1mu15e .<\:Sur -<>.LLur fmtce.t.c "'l' SL.t.11u1t;teOf'.<\ 111r .<\TI 

5.<\f''0.<\1'0. 2. S51u11r.a1l .&J' 'O"C1$e.<\Jll1.<\, 3. COJ'OTIUE;.<\U .&f' 
'O"C15e.at'n.a Le 'Oe1t5rnt'.>. 4. for.t. .<\:S 10mC.aJ' .(\ Cf\01<':e. 5. 

Ceur.au .<\:Sur b.&r .&11 -o"C1t;e.arn.a .df\ .an C1101C. 

n.<>. cu15 n.umuMmn.o. 5tonm.o.n.o.. 

(THE FIVE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES.) 

1. e1r~11'Se .&11 'O'C15e.a1111.a. 2. "Oe.<1r:S.<\l'J.a1L .t\f' 'O"C15e.<1J'tl.t\ 

"'1' ne.am. 3. 'Cu11'L1n:s .a11 Sp1011.am 11.ao1m. 4. 'C05l'l.a1t 11.a 
m.a15-0111e mu1t'e :so ne.am. 5. Co1'011ut;.a'O TI.a m.a1t;-ome 

lllu111e, or c10Tin TI.a TI-.0.1115e.<\L .a:sur TI.a 11.aom 50 l1-u1Le. 

s.o.U'.>e n.e51n o.. 
(THE SALVE REGlNA.- HAIL HOLY QUEEN.) 

50 mbe.aTinu1t;te.df' 'Ou1c, .a l'J.a111J'iO$.<\t1 f.le.aTinmt;te, .a 

ri1.at.d1J' n.t. 'Cf'Oc.a1f'e ; :so mbe.annmt;te.ar 'Ou1c, .&f' mbe.at.a, 
.&J' m1tre.aCc .a:sur .&1111-ootc.<\r- 1r orc-r.a 5l.ao1'01m1'0, cL.ann 

f.lOCC 'Olbe.t.t't.a e.<\l'J.a. 1r CU:S.<\C-f.a .a CUll'e.<\mum .&11 TI-ofn.a1'oe, 

.a:s m.a11':snt$ .a:sur .6:S 5ul 1 n5Le<.\nn ro TI.<\ n'OeOf'.d- -<>-11 .an 

.&'Ot'.>.6f' rm, .a e.a'O . .<\pt;muteo111 St'<ifMiM1L c10n11cmt; '00 ru1Le 

CJ'0C.a1J'e.a6.a OJ'.<\1t111 : .a5Uf .an'01.<\1'Q .df\ 11'0iblf'te.a6C<\ .<\tltlfO, 
c.<11rbMn 'Of11nTI COJ'.a'O be.annmt;te -oo n11onn, for.(\. ,<.\ 

1i'l.<\1t;'Oe.<\n ce<.\nnr.a, $t1.&'0m.ap, m1L1r, ri1u11'e, 
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Phonetic Key for Irish Vowels, Digraphs, Etc. 

Irish vowels may be divided as follows :~l), Broad or 
thick vowels .a, o, u ; (2) thin or slender vowels, e, 1 ; 
(3), long vowels, -ci, e, i, o, u; (4), short vowels, .a, e, 1, o, u. 

Combinations of vowels may result from-(1) mere 
juxtaposition, when each vowel retains its own sound, as 
" u.a" in cu.an, (like "ua" in truant); (2), Digraphs, when 
the two vowels have only one single sound, as "e.a" in 
be.an (like "a" in fat); (3) Diphthongs, when the two 
vowr.ls have a compound sound, as "eo" in ceot (like 
"yaw" in yawn). 

Some of the Digrnphs are said to be sho1·t when without 
the accent, as .111, e.a, e1, 01, u1, and long when accented, as 
.<i1, e"', e1, 01, u1 ;' the rest are always long, whether accented 
Ot' not, as ~o, 1.11, eu, 11.11, eo (1u nearly always being long). 

Sounds o'f Irish Vowels , Digrap h s, Etc. 
Irish Vowels, Key Key 

Irish Words. Digraphs, etc. Vowels. Words. 

.<.\, .<.\1, e.<.\ ~~~l~~~a lik0
~ 

ii, in fat, as C.<\C, .<.\1tt, be.<.\n. 
.<i, <it, e.<i 

" 
a far, ,, b.<i-o, r<11tce, -oe.&1~ 

e, e1 
" 

e ,, fret, ,, te, t e1r, 
e, e1, .<.\e 

" 
e ,, freight, 

" 
;se, rpe1r, t.<\e. 

11 10, 01, UI, ,, i ,, fit, ,, mm, cp1or, 01te.an, 
'OJIUl'O. 

i, io, .ai, .<\O ,, I! ,, fear, ,, min, rio'O~, ppe.ac.ai, 
'O.<.\0fl, 

0 
" 

?5 
" 

for, ,, cor. 
6, 01, eo (eo) 0 ,, form, ,, b0, co1rce, eopn.<.\, 
u, {1t1 when shol't) ,, i:'L 

" 
fun, 

" 
fll1'01 fttUC, C1t1$. 

u, u1 
" 

u ,, full, -0(111, cpu1rc111. 
• 
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~.(\ (euj has t1. sound longer than that of e in fret; more 
like the sound of e in where, as feup. 

1.(1 has the sounds of i and .(1, as rM'O. 
tM ,, ,, C1 and .<1, as cu.<1n. 

1u (when long) has the sound of" ew" in few, afl r 1u. 

401, eo1, M1, 1u1, u<11, havo each a sound like their digraphs, 
.<10, eo; etc., but longe1·, and of course they cause the next 
consonant to have its slender sound. 

Hints on the Use of this Key. 

N.B.-(1) The student should carefully note Lhe dif­
ferent marks on the Key vowels, v, - , ·, as vowels 
similarly marked in subsoquont Key words musL get the 
same sound as they have in this Key. (2) eu has some­
times also the sound of e in freight, as reun, Seum.(1r, etc., 
but this sound is not ofton met with. (3) co (e6) at the 
beginn ing of words generally gets the sound indicated 
above, viz., that of 6, but elsewhere it sounds like "yaw," 
as coot,. (4) 1u is pronounced like u when short, as it is 
in flmc, ems. (5) 01 , u1, also sound like u, as co1I,, ('l'ul), 
co1ll (Kiil), cu1rte (Kushle; but a very common sound of 
01 is that of c5, as in co1c ~Tut) [hut this sound of 01 is 
rarely, if at all, found in Father O'Growney's or the Irish 
Society's Books]. (6) U.(11 in some places (Ardara) is pro­
nounced like wc1, as fU<l.11' GFw!iir), but more generally 
like iii, as fU .<111' (Fuir ; u.<111n = wuim). 

N.B.-(7) Final Irish vowels (except in a few words as 
the result of contraction, as ru1t>e lm5e, ct101ue, bU1'0e) 
are sounded, a-s }'.'.<1'0.1 = FaDa; but some of them obscurely, 
especially in words of more than one syllable as Su1le = Sule 
or Su.la. Se ofLen .;, shit as well as she. It. is always she 
with the PaBsive Voice of Verbs, but in composition 
as m1re and even by itself as !,e , it is often pronounced like 
shit Irish short vowels in final syllables, and short 
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digraphs in final Ryllablos are also sounded obscurely, us 

CObAJ' ~ T6BaR, ToBeR, 'foB11R, etc. ; ObAIJ' = oBar, oBer, 

oBfr, etc. In compound words ending in .<in, 05, in, as 

.iJ''O.,n, tuto:s, c1Llin, these !,erminations are pronounced 

as if short, as ARDllN, etc. 

N.B.-(8) In a nnmbor of Trish words 6 has the sound of 

o in more a<; cos, mop, bf10n, r11on, rco11, Lon, con, pon, 

,mS111, m6n.<1, CJl,,tn(Ht.4, 110ti1Ac, J'Oti1.<1m, fOSti1.411, comnuroe, 

'Oomn.<1t, 'Ooti111.<1ll, 'OOlll.4111. 

N.B.-How to acquire the pronounciation of the Irish 

Vowels and Digraphs from the Koy given on Page 10 :-

" Get the exact Round of the key vowels in th~ key 

words (Page 10), fltt, far, etc., contrasting the sounds of the 

short vowels with those of the long, taking them in pairs, 

a a; e e; r c; o o; ii u; dwell very briefly on Lhe sounds of 

tho short vowels, but prolong thom in the case of the long 

vowels. As a help to get the exact sounds of the key 

vowels in the key words, pronounce first the whole word, 

thou the part containing the vowel, then the vowel itself, 

as fat, fa, ll ; fur fa, a; fret, fre, o ; frcig h t, £re, e, etc. This 

gives you the sounds of the key vowels, ll, it; il, c, etc., and 

when you have repeated over a number of times these 

sounds in pairs, as a a ; e e ; i'. ~ ; o o ; i1 u ; your ear will 

detect the clear distinction beLwoen their sounds as readily 

as it would the difference in the sounds of the Notes of 

the Scale. This is all important ; for when you have 

acquired in this way the exact sounds of the key vowels 

you shall also have acquired the sounds of the Irish Vowels 

and Digraphs opposite each key yowci, viz :-.<1, .41, e.o, are 

each Rounned like a in fat; .&, ... ,,, e.<i., are each sounded like 

a in far, etc. ; hence the samo sound is given to a in cac, 

.<11 in a1tt, e.o in be.on, each being pronounced as if spelled 
cac, utt, blln; so also the same sound is given to .din b.<i.-o, 

.a, in f..i.tlce, e.d in -oe.6.n, each being pronounced as if 
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spelled t>J-o, ,:-.c.t;ce, 'O<.\n, and so on with regard to all the 
other vowels and digraphs in any Irish word. 

N.B.-As a. rule, "Irish words similarly spelled are simi­
larly pronounced," and as pronunciation of a word means 
"giving its vowels or digraphs their proper sounds, and 
adding also to these the proper sounds of its consonants," 
hence when you can pronounce correctly the Irish vowels 
and digraphs in any wo~d you are correct, as a rule, in 
giving them the same sounds in all other words; and, to 
have the pronunciation of the whole word, add the pronun­
ciation of the Irish Consonants, whether aspirated or not, 
as found on pages 14 and 19. 

N.B.-The blackboard would be of great service to the 
teacher in illustrating the above remarks, and a week or 
fortnight spent this way in getting the proper sounds of 
the Irish vowels and digraphs would facilitate immensely 
the acquisition of Irish pronunciation, and the pupils 
should often afterwards be asked to account for the pro­
nunciation by reference to this key. 

lfil" In the key words (that is, the words representing the 
pronunciation of the Irish words) used in this key, be 
careful to give the vowels and consonants the sounds they 
have on Pages 10, 14 and 19. K represents sound of C 
broad, and gets sound of C in "call." 

Phonetic Key for Irish Consonants. 
Irish Consonants are either broad or slende:r, according• 

as they are beside a broad or slender vowel; and it is a 
general rule in Irish Orthography that Consonants in 
tho body of a word must have a slender vowel after them 
if they have one before them, and a broad after them if 
they have a broad before them, as m1re, l1.ac.a. 

N.B.-The Broad Irish Consonants will be represented 
in the Key Consonants and Key Words by capitals, and 
the Slender Consonants by small letters. 
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Sounds of Irish Consonants. 

Irish Consonants. Key Kei Irish 
Consona.nts. wor .s. worcls. 

b broad is pronounced like B In Ball example b J:o. 

b slender b 
" 

bat 
" 

be-<1n 
c broad u 

" 
Call ,, Cor. 

c slender k 
" 

king 
" 

Ce-<1J\C. 
'O broad, thicker and 

more explosive than . .. D 
" 

Done 
" 

'Oun. 

S broad, thi.cker and more 
explosive than s 

" 
Son 

" 
Su1t,. 

r: broad, thicker and 
more explosive than ... T 

" 
Toss 

" 
t:ob-<1f1. 

f 
'O slender is pronounced 

like d 
" 

dew 
" 

'01 (\, 

l*r slender sh 
" 

she rio'O.<\. 
c slender t 

" 
tune ., ce-<1r. 

f broad F 
" 

Fall 
" 

p.t. 

f slender f 
" 

£at ,. f0"-'1'· 
5 broad G 

" 
Goose 

" '5u.<\t. 
5 slender g 

" 
give 

" 
5e. 

t broad L 
" 

Law t.an. 
t slender 1 

" 
valiant ., te'-'c· 

m broad .11[ 
" 

Man 
" 

m"c. 
m slender m 

" 
me 

" 
mm. 

n broad N 
" 

Nun 
" 

11.a. 

n slender n 
" 

new 
" 

nl. 

.. p broad p 
" 

P:.ul 
" 

p 6t. 

p slender p 
" 

pet 
" 

piop.<\. 
R broad R 

" 
Run 

" 
R 6u. 

1' slender rr 
" 

Carry 
" f-<1l1'1'5e· 

h broad and slender h has h-<1C.<\. 

*Sin 1r=(SS, a.sin hiss) :. 1r= iss. 
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Hints on the use of' the Phonetic Key for 
Consonants, 

(1) The sounds of the Iri1:1h consonants cannot b~ so 
adequately represented by the sounds of the corresponding 
English "Key Consonants" as those of the Irish vowels 
by the sounds of the corresponding "key vowels." How­
ever, a native Irish speaker will easily understand their 
pronunciation solely derived from this key. I trust the 
following hints will enable the student to acquire a more 
complete knowledge of the true sounds of Irish Con­
sonants. 

SLENDER AND BROAD CONSONANTS. 
(2) It may be observed, upon examining the sounds of 

the " Key Consonants " for the slender Irish Consonants, 
that in most of these " Key Consonants " there is a ' y' 
sound following and attached to them, viz ;-k in king= 
kyi ng ; d in dew= dyew ; tin tune= tyune, etc. Therefore, 
in pronouncing the slender Irish Consonants, especially 
c, 'O, t, n, 1i, c, a' y' sound must be added. Examples:­
ce.c.l'c = kyaRK ; '01.c. = Dyi!a; ce.c.r = tyiiS, etc. Endeavour, 
therefore, first to get the distinction in sound between the 
broad and the slender " key " consonants, then look to the 
Irish words, and carry into these, or rather take out of them, 
the same sounds for the Irish Consonants. For example, 
contrast the sound of c in call with the sound of k in 
king, and then give c in cor the sound of c in call, and give 
c in ce.c.l'c the sound of k in king, and so on, cor =- KoS, and 
ce.c.l'c = kyu.RK : and in the same way the proper sound of • 
the other broad and slender consonants can be got. It 
would be useful also to observe the different formations of 
the organs of speech when pronouncing the slender and 
broad key consonants, and imitate these when pronouncing 
the corresponding Irish consonants. Before pronouncing 
a consonant, glance at the vowel next to it to see whether 
it is broad or slender. 

N.B.-The characteristic difference between the manner 



16 A PHONETIC KEY 

of pronouncing b1·oad Irish consornints and the corresponu­
ing English ones is that the Irish aro aitended with a more 
emphatia explosion of the vowel c;ouud next them. 

n , nn; t, tt ; -n, H.R, (broad). 

(3) n broad initial, and n n broad elsow here are pronounced 
somewhat a.like, that is, thick, but thicker than N in Nun, 
as n-A, ELe-Ann ; but nn is much more emphatic than n. 
The same may be said also of the relation of LL to L broad, 
and of 1'1' to l' broad, that is, the sounrl of LL is more emphatic 
than that of L, and the sound of 1'1' more so than that of f\. 

N.B.-When about to pronounce n or L broad initial press 
the tongue firmly against the back of the upper teeth and 
then explode the voice forcibly with the attendant vowel 

sound as n~, L~n: When pronouncing nn• or t.L elsewhere 
explode the voice forcibly in pronouncing the vowel and 
then press the tongue firmly against the teeth similarly 

. for some time, as 5Le;1111, be.Ltd, -nl' lengthens somewhat 
the sound of a short vowel or digraph preceding, as re-Ap 
= faR, but fCdf'l' (better)= faR. 

'O, 'G, S (broad). 

(4) 'l'hese three Irish Consonants are considered to be the 
most difficult to pronounce by a non-Gaelic spuaker, but 
the difficulty seems exaggerated. Somo writers have gone 
so fa.r as to say Lheir sounds cannot be represented in 
English, and so leave the student to imagine they may 
have the sound of any note of the scale. All this is un­
necessary. Any native Irish speaker will understand you 
very well if you give these Irish consonants the sounds 
the corresponding English consonants d, t :ind s have in 
the English words done, toss, son. But to get a more 
o.ccurat,e pronunci~tion of these Irish consonants it will be 
necessary to explode the voice more forcibly than is done 
when pronouncing these Engliiih consonants in these 
words. Ad0pt the same expedient as was suggc!.Led above 
for pronouncing n bro~d initial, viz : press the tongue 
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firmly against the back of the upper teeth and explode 
the voice e?n,phatically when pronouncing the attendant 
vowels as 'OOn, "COb.afl, SOI\.,. 

N .B.-Avoid entirely adding an ' h ' sound after these 
consonants as some writerR represent them as; dh, th. • 
There is no ' h ' sound accompanying the sounds of thesb 
broad consonants, but simply ad, t and 8 sound emphati­
cally exploded. 

n, nn i t.., t,t, ; fl, flfl (slender). 
(5) n slender initial and nn slender elsewhere have nearly 

the same sound, viz., that of " n " in new, but nn has a. 
more liquid sound. The same remarks apply also to the 
relations of t. to it., and of t' to rr-that is, i t. is more 
liquid than t. initial, and t't' more so than fl· 

11n (slender). 
To get the sound of nn slender, as in the words c111n, 

btnn, rinn, first pronounce the words with the addition of 
the last two letters of " new," as if spelled c1nnew, etc., 
giving the termination " nnew " the sound of " new." Then 
pronounce cinn immediately without the "ew," and the 
proper sound of cinn should remain. Try the same 
experiment with any other word, and a little practice 
should make it easy to acquire this rather difficult sound. 

11 slender final, preceded by .At, 01, u,, has the sound 0£ 
•• n " in new ; but in all other cases than this, and those 
mentioned n.bove, n Rlender may get the sound of the 
English n. 

t slender, except when initial, may get the sound of the English 1. 

t.t. (slender). 
tl slender is more liquid than t. slender initial, and 

much more so than t. slender elsewhere, as in "'11..1.., where 
Lt. has a more liquid sound than t. in t.e.1c, and still more 
than t. in .a1t.. 
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Sounds of R (broad) and R (slender) contrasted. 
The difference in the sounds of r broad ·and r slender 

may be nearly acquired by contrasting the sounds of 
r in war and rr in ca1Ty: as fu-6.r = FuaR; fU-61r = Fufr, 

'(, Fu.er or Fooi'.r or Fooer. R slender itself sounds nearly 
like" er." 

S (slender). 
S slender usually soundR like the English shin she, as 

ri = sM; but in 1r, r = ss, as in hi '-s; so 1r = iss. It is also 
pronounced as the English s when followed by t, m, p, or r , 
or even when preceded by r, as cu1pre = Tfrse; rpe-6.t =· 
spaL, etc.; ro (reo) = shil; -6.nnro = ANShil; ruu (r1uu) = 
shu.D. 

b, m, f , p. 
(6) When these ar~· followed by the digraphs, -61, -6.e, -6.o, 

o,, m, they have a "w" sound after them, as ru1t = Fwil; 
mdot = M wl!l. Thesn have a "y" sound after them when 
followed . by eo, eo1, 1u, 1u1, as t>eo = byo; reo1t = fyol; 
riu = fyew, etc. 

Combinations of Irish Consonants. 
(7) N.B.-The only Irish consonants which are doubled 

are t (tt), n (nn), r (rr), whose sound~ are given before. 
'l'he folio ,ving, viz. :-

er, 5r, et, 5t, en, 5n1 

tb, t5, tm, 
rn, rm, rt>, r5, and mn, 

are pronounced :i.s if an obscure sound like ii or i inter­
vened between them, as:-

Cr1or kids. 
:E,pt-6.n girM.N. 
5te-6.n11 gilaNN . 
.o.rnm anim or enim. 
Cotm K/5Lu.M. 
fe.<1r15 filRu.G or faRaG. 
mn.<1 Mu.Ra (Note: mn = mr)-
Scotb SK/5LuB. 
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Cn and 5n initial are pronounced as if CJ', 51', as:-
Cnoc = Ki1R<5K; 5n6 =Gu.Ro; cne.<1r = kidtS. 

-on 1s pron. like nn, as m.<1rone = m.<1111ne = Mane. 
n-o nn, as m-oe = 111ne = inc'. 
-oL n , as co-oL.<1-0 = coLL.<1'0 = KoLLii. 
Ln ,, U,, as .<11Lne = .<11LLe = Al~. 
n5 slender,, ng in sing, as L1115 (start)= ling. 
n5 broad ,, ng in song, as ce'-'n5.<1 (tongue)= taNGe. 
115n in a few words=N, as co11511.<1-0=K0Nu (help). 

Phonetic Key for Irish Consonants when 
Aspirated. 

The Irish Consonants capable of aspiration are t>, c, -o, 
r, 5, m, p, r , c, and when aspirated are dotted as below, or 
followed by 'h,' as t>ll, c11, etc. 

Sounds of Aspirated Irish Oonsonant .. 

'O :i.nd 5 broad initial are pronounced like (but more 
guttural) y iu yawn, as 'Oun= YiiN; 5u.<1L= YiiaL. 

t> and S slender initial are pronounced like y ~n yes, as 
't'>1.<1=yM; se=ye. 

S broad or slender initial, followed by a vowel, or L, n, 1', 
:i.re pronounced like h, as Sc11i = Hul; SL<1111ce = HLante. 

• 'O and 5 broad or slender in the middle or end of 
words are silent, but lengthen preceding short vowel or 
digraphs. 

• u and S broad in the middle or end of words are silent, but lengthen 
the preceding short vowel or digraph, as-bo-oa11 = BMR; Sea5an = i:ihaN, 
or ShaaN ; mas= Ma; CJ1U"O = KRii. 

-6 o.nd 5 slender in tho middle or end of words are silent, but lengthen 
the preceding short vowel or digraph. 

N.B.-The effect of t his lengthening is to give an e sound to.the preceding 
short vowel or digraph, a.s­

S15le = shele or shcla. 
e,-oean =l!lS.N. 
oroce=ehyti. 
bu,-oe =Bwli. 

c11uaro=KRM. 
ua15=iie. 
ru ,i'>e=S11. 

-0615=D~. 
f.l.,v=Fiie. 
le,5= lec. 
b11u15=BRfte. 

N.B.- Be co.r~ful to give the vowels in the key-words as !l, ii, a, a, ii, ii, 
the sounds these vowels have on page 10 of this Key. 

,,... 
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l'.) and 1i1 broad, initial, in the middle, or end are 
pronounced like w, as l'.>d'O =Wad; rtl.oc = Wak. 

n and m slender, initial, in the middle, or end are 
pronounced v, as 1:>e.on = vitN ; mm = vin ; r1l'.> = shi v. 

C broa.d, initial, in the middle, or end is prouounced 
like gh (in lough), but more guttural, as Cor = GHoS. 

t slender, initial, in the middle, or end is pronounced 
like h or hy, as te.orc = hyuRK. 

't broad or slender, initial, in the middle, or end is 
pronounced like h, as 'toM1, = HclBitR ; te"'r = hi1S. 

• t broad or slender initial is silent, as t ~u, = aL; 
te.ot' = itR. 

p bro:1d or slender initial is pronounced like £, as 
pot,= FoL ; piop.o = fepa. 

N.B.-From the foregoing it will be observed that -
t> and 1i1 broad = w. 
l'.> and m slender = v. 
't and S broad and 6 slender = h. 
'O and 5 broad = y (in yawn). 
u and 5 slender = y (in yes). 

Phonetic Key foc- some special "Endings" 
when II Aspirated." 

N.B.--In giving the Sounds of these terminations, I 
mean the Combined Sounds of the V owel and Con sonant, 
and not merely the sounds of the Consonants 'by them­
selves. The same remark applies to initial and middle 
combinations of Vowels and aspirated Co.:1sonants. 

Terminations. 
-.oril, as in rol-t.oril, is pronounced like u, as FoLLu, 

but ne.om (heaven) is pronounced as now; L.oril = Lau. 
• -.ol'.>, as in cL1.ol'.>, is pronounced like u, as kleu. 

-Ol'.> rst'iOl'.> ,, ,, u " ~K r!!u. 
-om ,, '001n ,, ,, u ., Du, but n"'om 

= neii. 
-urn 

" 
et.um ,, 

" 
u ,, KLu. 

(.o)Ll'.> " b.oll'.> ,. Lu,, BaLu. 
(.o)rt ,. m.orl'.> ,, ,, Ru ,, Ma.Ru. 
(.o)nl'.> ,, t.e.onl'.> ,, ,, Nu ,, litNu. 

• In j,em, j, has tho sound of h = hen ; F has this • h' sound also in the 
future and conditional tenses, active and passive, of verbs. (See Craig's 
Grammar-The Verbs.) J:e,r. alsu == hi'n. 
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N.B.- -4''0 (in words of more than one syllable) is pro­
nounced like ii, as in m,1-0,1-0, pronounced Ma.Du : bu,11.,,1-0 
=Biit\Lu. 

-,1m,\lt, all in r e.d1'4ri'l.d1L, is pronounced like fll, as faRf1l. 
-.drht.m " C4'n.dri'l.u1n " " fin " Ka:'\ -

iin, but MiMm (meaning only) is pronounced awitn. 
-u5.1-0, as in c,1tu5,1-0, is pronounced like u, as Kithii. 
-rh.u -0 ,, n,1otiM 1'.> ,, , , ii ,, :N EHL 
-151-0 ,, be,1nnu1s1-o ,, ,, ~ ,, bitNNe. 

Jnltlal and Middle Combinations of' some Vowels 
and "Aspirated" Consonants. 

,10, e,10, as in .d1'.>4'11m, Le,11'.>,,r, is pronounced like 6 (as 
in more), Oinn, loitR. 

om, oo, as in 'Oorim,1tt,, seo04'1-0, is pronounced like o 
(as in more), DoNaL, yoe. 

• ,1m, e,1m, as in 5,1m.1n, yte,,til.AT', is pronounced like ow 
(as ow in now), Gowii,N, ruwilR. 

um, un, as in cu1i1,1
1 

un,,u, is pronounced like ii, as Kf,a, 
ill!.LL. 

N.B.-.A-0 and ,15 initial, as in -A-0.dytc, .. ,5,11-0, is pro­
nounced like o (as the e in freight), MRK, Ge; but iu 
initial -ii, as .&un~r=aWar, 

Endln&"• of Verba, 

The termination, .d'O, in verbs, is pronounced like f1, ex­
cept in the 3rd Singular Imperative, 3rd Singnlar Imper­
fect, and the 3rd Singular Condi tiona.l, Active Voice, when 
followed by r e, ri, r1nn, r1n, r1"-''0; in these cases it often 
gets a sound like It, or at, as in pOrf.d-0 re, pronounced 
Fosh'itsh~ (note also that r gets here the sound of "h," as 
mentioned before, page 20). 

l!ndin&"S of Dative Plural of' Nouns. 

In the written language the termination 10 or .A11'.> is 
found in the Dative Plural, but as a rule this case is pro­
nounced in the spoken language like the )rominative 
Plural, as "br 05,111'.>," Dative Plural, in written language, 
is pronounced in spoken language like the Nominative 

Plural "bt'05"'·" 

• In these exl\mples the 6m or e6m beloug to the same syllable : but if the 
m w&11 in a dilferent syllable from the previous vowel, then, of L-our,,e, it wu,t 
get its proper aound-na.mely,.that of" w," a.s 6m61n;::iiwtln (-,,ou)y).. 

;) 
J, fJ t I S {, • ,,__~/ 



22 A PHONETIC KEY 

Phonetic Key for Eclipses. 

In certain circumstances a consonant is prefixed to the 
initial consonant of a word, and the effect on pronunciation 
is the silencing of the initial consonant {l,nd the pronuncia­
tion of the prefixed one, as- m-b.a-o, pr. MaD. (Grammars 
give the Rules for Eclipsis.) It may here be stated that 
all the consonants which can be aspirated, with the 
exception of m, can also be eclipsed. 

N.B.-Eclipsis takes place only at the beginning of 
words. Each con~~nant has a special eclipsing consonant 
as follows:-

b is eclipsed by m, as m-M-o, pronounced :MaD. 
C :s ,, :s-cor , ,, GoS. 

'O n n--oun, " NuN. 
r " .• 5 broad 
5 slender ,, 
p 
s 

f> " f>-f.<iL, 
n 

n 
b 

C 

,, n-5 u.0L, 

,, n-:se, 
" b-POL, 
,, c-ru1L, 

'O ,, 'O-COb-<1f11 

" 
WaL. 

" 
NGuKL.t 

" nge.! 

" 
BoL. 
Tul. 
DoBKR. 

I append a Phonetic Key for some iLTognlarly pro­
nounced words which occur in O'Growney's and the Irish 
Society's Books (I. and II.) Be careful to give the vowels 
and consonants in the Key Words the sounds they have 
in their respective Phonetic Keys. 

* To acquire the sound of n~ broad initial, as in n-5u.-t,, first pronounce 
the wholo word, with the addition of·' lo" (tho first two letters of long), as if 
"\,on5u.-t.," giving" t.on5" the sound of long; then pronounce the word 
immediately without the "lo," and the proper sound of "n;s" should 
remain.' To acquire the sound of "n;s ·• slender, add "si " (of sing), n.s 
"r105e" ; then pr0nonnce this word, g1 ving "rrn5" the sound of "sing" ; 
next pronounce without the "si," and the proper sound of "n5" slender 
shoulrl. remain. 

t NG should get sound of ng in long. 
::: ng should get sound of ng in sing. 
N.B.-The previous Rules embrace all the points which it seems necessary 

to refer to in regard to Irish pronunciation. "When the student has care­
fully studied these Rules and practised them, he will find little difficulty 
in pronouncing with tolorable correctness any Modern Ulster Irish. \Vhere 
possible he should perfect his pronunciation by conversation with intelligent 
Native Gaelic Spcn.kers. 
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Phonetic Key for some lrrea-ularly Pro­
nounced Words. 

1st Book O'Growney, 
I rieb W ordJI. 

.05 

.Of\ 

.015e 

.o1C1 

.oC.o ( .oC a) 

.05.omn 
be.05 
C.ot.o0l f' 

tce.l\nn 
e1le 
501te 
l.l\:S 
ff\1.on 
r:s1.on 
ce (ce1t) 
mLe (mL15) 

Pron. 

" 
" ,, 
" 
" ,, 

" 

,, 
" 
" 
" 

" 
2nd Book 

Pron. 

b11e.05 
Cm5e 
Ce.on.o 
,r 
'Oe.of'l)l)f'~\t.o lf' 
u e1f11)f1t11' 
c.o,-ot,re 
t .011115 
t.on.01c 
r .on)1)1T' 
ro (reo) 
ruu (r1uu) 

(rel'Ote l 
I Le.05t.o 
~ L101i1t.o ~ 
, 101llCUf' I 

lc,mce.otL , 
tutrh.of' J 

,, 
" 
" 
" 

,, 
,, 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Key Words. 

eG . 
eR. 
cgc . 
ek!! . 
oKu. 
oG!!nn . 
beG. 
Ki'.her. 
kuNN. 
ile. 
Gelc. 
L'1G. 
sreaN. 
skiN. 
teh. 
ilig. 

O'Growney . 

Bochel (o = in more~ or 
bw!!aghal. 

bra, or brcgh. 
He~e, or Hige. 
heNa. • 
iss (as in hiss). 
daRhar. 
derefeR. 
T avsbe. 
Hcnik (came). 
HeNik (Saw)· 
Se\'Ir. • 
shil. 
shiid. 
shete. 
luKa. 
16Fa. 
U MPll.R. 
ti'.mhyaLL. 
LuhaR. 
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1st Book Irish Society. 
,1nnro Pron. aNNshil. 
<\f (,r) (out) 
<\ef' 
-0<\1n5e,(\n 
-oe (of) 
u ~ (of God) 
r e in 
\,<\f C'1 
mume,,t 
Ro111nce 
S eun 

CJ'e Ull 

'C05 

" 
,, 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" -.1Drtan 

"1t(l1$Ce 
'1Tl1<ll l 

2nd Book 
Pron . 

.1m.d1n (only) 
<lntO:S 
tM 1f1ell"O 

De1t 

C<'.\Oli1 

ceu -011.d 

ce1r-o 
ceIt11e 
ceu -o (first) 
Ct <l1Ue<\ti1 
-oe<\c1n.ou 
-oe.o:s 
:S<lC (de) 
Sniu 
1n5e<ln 
m _..ol 
Ot$ 

r 11on 
u D, U l l) 

ui 

" 
" 

" 

" 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

!SS. 
er. 
DiitN. 
Dt1. 
de. 
hen. 
LoSTa. 
MwinaL. 
Rannte. 
sheK. 
t reN. 

• 

ToG (<1 in more). 
Irish Society. 

awRaN (not oRaN). 
a r!!tc. 
llwal. 
awan. 
aNh(,G (o in more). 
BaruD. 
vah, or veh. 
Kib. 
K !!fi. 
keNl'\.. 
k crd. 
K N1re. 
chilJ. 
KLcv. 
deGH1\ or dcHii. 
dl'. 
llGH. 
ne. 
n eit~. 
1\1 weL, or MuL'. 
(>e. 
SRoN (O of more). 
iv. 
f'. 

Accent or Emp hasis on Irish Words. 

• 

N.B.-This is, as a r ule, on first fyllable, even in derived words, like 
O)lt><>s, c<1r.in; but in derived words the terminat ions, as 65 and .in, are pro­
nounced obscurely-as, ORD'oG, KaS'aN. There are some exceptions to this 
r ule about the stress of voice being on first syllable-o.s.-.,.~c, aMaK', ,n-oe 
= 1nne', 1nu1u =urn ft', 6.nOCc' , .o.11ir', c.rc151

, ~mu15'~ C\,f-C.84 tht\1n', u1t.15'. 
N.B .- The Accent or Emphasis here rcierre~ 'to is the sy 1,lll>i.f emphasis 

not ilio =•nt o, Jo,g oowol,: ::ra:: ~ • •J 

.. 

I 







¼.u.11n (Rev. 11.) c. L . 

Arr our 

----, =-----=) r 
' --- --, ·----- --- -

I 

-----
- -----_____ , __ __ -- , __ - =J __ 




	Page_001
	Page_002
	Page_003
	Page_004
	Page_005
	Page_006
	Page_007
	Page_008
	Page_009
	Page_010
	Page_011
	Page_012
	Page_013
	Page_014
	Page_015
	Page_016
	Page_017
	Page_018
	Page_019
	Page_020
	Page_021
	Page_022
	Page_023
	Page_024
	Page_025
	Page_026
	Page_027
	Page_028
	Page_029
	Page_030
	Page_031
	Page_032
	Page_033
	Page_034
	Page_035

